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INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this "Guide" is to suggest ideas for membership enhancement to High
Priests and other officers and members of subordinate Chapters interested in the
subject.
No single program will work in all Chapters. Capitular leaders are encouraged to use
what may seem good from this "Guide," invent their own programs and procedures, or
merge their own ideas with what is found here.
The ideas offered in this Guide are based on two proven strategies for increasing
membership - increasing personal contact with potential members, and improving
visibility of the York Rite among our Brethren of the Craft Lodges.
Our Brethren of the Craft Lodges are charged to ever seek the Light. Much of that Light
is found in the degrees of the Chapter and Council, and in the Orders of the
Commandery. We owe it to our Brethren, to tell them of the wonderful opportunity for
enlightenment that lies before them.
It is a busy world. Many things complete for the attention of our Brethren. It is not
always easy to have their attention. But our purpose is right- the enlightenment of our
Brethren. Therefore, in the work of explaining the advantages of the full set of degrees
of our Rite, we do well to remember the admonition that time, patience and
perseverance will, indeed, accomplish all things. Don't stop. Don't give up. Keep
working. It is worth the effort.
Since membership in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is a requirement for membership
in York Rite Councils and Commanderys, our Companions and Sir Knights whose
primary interests may lie in the Council or Commandery are encouraged to read and
adopt the ideas found here - knowing that every new Capitular Companion is a
probable member of both a Council and a Commandery.
You are not alone in this work. Many resources are available to assist with membership
improvement. Some of them are:
• The members of the Grand Chapter, Grand Council and Grand Commandery
Membership Committees.
• Various brochures and publications available from the California Grand York Rite
office and from the Grand York Rite website.
• Your Department Grand Officers.
• This "Guide."
If we all work to enlighten our Brethren on the opportunities we offer, we will succeed!

IDEAS FOR CONSIDERATION
This Guide provides and discusses several ideas for membership enhancement for
possible adoption as presented or modified by local Chapters. Following is a summary
of the contents of this Guide.
•

Personal Invitation to Membership

•

"No Fee" Mark Master Program

•

Presentation of Certificates of Membership.

• Informal or Unexpected Opportunities for Comments on the York Rite.
• Speakers' Bureau
•

Visitations to Craft Lodges (Blue Lodges)

• Open House" Program.

As mentioned elsewhere, the ideas in this Guide are intended as suggestive only. Use
them as they are . . . modify or combine them . . . invent new ones . . . do what works
best for you and your Chapter.
Best wishes!

PERSONAL INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP
Strategy: Increasing Personal Contact with members of Craft Lodges.
While our American tradition is that a candidate for a Craft (Blue) Lodge must ask to
become a Freemason, that tradition does not apply to the remainder of York Rite
Masonry. Companions are free to encourage their Blue Lodge Brethren to continue
their Masonic study by applying for membership in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons,
and are free to explain why they may wish to do so.
Often, a Blue Lode Brother only needs a sincere invitation to apply for membership i n
the Royal Arch Chapter. Do not hesitate to talk privately and sincerely to your Brethren
who you believe may find advancement in our Rite of interest to them.
You may be
surprised at their interest.
Petitions for degrees, and/or brochures explaining the work of the Chapter are often an
aid in extending your invitation to membership. They are available f r om your Chapter
Secretary, or from Membership Committees a t the local, department o r Grand level.
Petitions a n d t w o ex planat or y brochures are also a v a i l a b l e as attachments t o this
Guide, in Appendix A.
Before inviting a Blue Lodge Brother to apply for membership, think about what may
interest him in Chapter affairs. Following are some reasons for membership in our Rite
that you may wish to mention to him:
•

Opportunity f o r fellowship w i t h a broader s c ope of Freemasons t h a n any one
Lodge allows.
• Opportunity for knowledge of the full lessons of the craft degrees as they have
been historically t a u g h t . (The Chapter and Council degrees e x p a n d upon the
Craft degrees, and some of them represent teachings which were traditionally
conferred in some Craft Lodges before Freemasonry became fully organized.)
• Exposure to the Christian perspective on Freemasonry found in the Orders of the
Commandery.
When you have thought about what might appeal to that potential Companion, the rest
is up to you -YOU must find or make the opportunity, and extend the invitation. (And
be sure to follow up at a later date, if your first invitation is not initially accepted.)
Give special consideration to the "no fee" Mark Master Degree program, explained on
the next page. This provides a n opportunity f o r a Brother to receive the first of our
Chapter Degrees without having to commit himself financially, and is often an effective
way to introducing such Brethren to our Rite.

"NO FEE" MARK MASTER PROGRAM
Strategy: Increasing Personal Contact with members of Craft Lodges.

To introduce Master Masons to the Degrees of the Chapter, our Grand Chapter
has authorized the conferral of the Mark Master Degree upon interested Brethren
without fee.
A petition to the Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is still required, to take advantage
of this opportunity.
This is where YOU come in. Please talk with that Brother you would like to
recommend to your Chapter, and tell him of this opportunity to "sample" the
further degrees of the York Rite. To help you explain this opportunity to your
Lodge Brethren, the following materials are available to you:
• A Petition for this introductory Mark Master Degree.
• A flyer inviting a Brother to explore the Chapter Degrees.
These documents are shown in Appendix B.
Be sure to explain the following advantages of this opportunity to your Lodge
Brothers:
• The Mark Master Degree expands and extends the Craft Degrees,
shedding further Light on what it means to be a Mason.
• Further Degrees in the Chapter are entirely optional.
• This is an opportunity to share Masonic fellowship with members of other
Lodges in the local community.
• No proof of proficiency is required to advance in Degrees.
(Should an elected Brother decide later to take the other three degrees of the
Chapter, he need only pay the Chapter degree fee. He will already have been
elected to take the degrees, if he wishes, based on his "no fee" application for the
Mark Master Degree!)

PRESENTATION OF
CERTIFICATES OF MEMBERSHIP
Strategy: Increasing Personal Contact with members of Craft Lodges
and Improving Visibility of the York Rite.
Another proven method of inviting or encouraging a Blue Lodge Brother to advance in
the York Rite is to present him with a Certificate of Membership in the York Rite,
attesting to his progress to date through the first three Degrees of the Lodge.
Our Grand Secretary’s office makes these certificates available for your use as you see
appropriate. An example of the Certificate is shown in Appendix C of this Guide. The
actual certificate is 8-1/2 x 11 inches, printed in beautiful five-color o n parchment-like
paper, and is much more impressive than shown in this Appendix.
The Certificate can be completed with the name of the Brother, and the dates of his first
three degrees. These dates are usually obtainable from his Lodge Secretary, if you do
not know them. An inexpensive f r a m e , to display the Certificate f or presentation, is a
good investment, but not essential.
Then the Certificate can be presented, with the observation by the presenter that it
contains space for the Brother to record his continuing record of progress in the York
Rite (of which the Blue Lodge is the beginning), and that you hope he will seriously
consider seeking that additional Light in his Masonic journey.
The Certificate, prepared as suggested above, can be presented in several ways,
including;
•

Personally and in private by a friend who has already joined the Chapter.

• On the occasion o f the conferral of the Third Degree (after briefing the Lodge
Master in advance o f your intent to make the presentation). This presentation
can be made by a friend, a Lodge Ambassador, or the High Priest or his
representative.
• To a Master of a Lodge (with his dates of degrees entered) during a visitation to a
Lodge by the members of a Chapter. Presented by the High Priest or his
representative for the occasion.
Presentation of this Certificate illustrates that what is commonly called the York Rite
(the Chapter, Council and Commandery) is really an extension of the Blue Lodge, and
that the Blue Lodge is a part of the York Rite.

- continued -

The presentation, when made during a Blue Lodge meeting or at its refreshment table,
allows the explanation of our connection to the Blue Lodge to be given to many
Brethren of the Lodge who will not otherwise know of it.
Consider presenting the Certificate with a n a p p l i c a t i o n for C h a p t e r membership,
perhaps the "no fee" Mark Master version.

INFORMAL OR UNEXPECTED OPPORTUNITIES
FOR COMMENTS ON YORK RITE
Strategy: Improving Visibility of the York Rite.
Attendance at many Masonic functions can, on occasion, provide an opportunity to
comment on the York Rite and explain why a Master Mason may naturally have an
interest in the York Rite.
Companions, especially H i g h Priests and other Dais Officers, s h o u l d be prepared to
offer brief commentary on this issue whenever the opportunity may present itself. This
means thinking about the subject in advance, and having a ready answer or response to
the question.
Following are some important key points to keep in mind, when preparing your personal
answer for why a Master Mason will have an interest in the York Rite:
• York Rite Freemasonry is the oldest and largest rite of Freemasonry, composed
of Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, Councils of Cryptic Masons and
Commanderys of Knights Templar.
• All the Degrees of the York Rite expand and extend the understanding o f the
degrees of the Craft Lodge.
• When the two competing Grand Lodges in England resolved their differences
and united in 1813, they stated in their Articles of Union that “pure ancient
freemasonry consists of but three degrees, Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft
and Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch."
Thus they acknowledged the importance of the Royal Arch Degree, which is an
extension of the Master Mason Degree and is conferred by the York Rite
Chapter.
• There are no proficiencies for various York Rite degrees. A Companion o f the
York Rite is expected to follow his own course in gaining proficiency that he finds
satisfactory for himself.
• The C o m m a n d e r y of K n i g h t s T e m p l a r provides a Christian interpretation of
Masonry. While all faiths will feel at home in the Chapter and Council, the
Commandery d o e s require profession o f Christianity - although how a Brother
interprets that profession is up to him; he will not be asked to explain it.

SPEAKERS'BUREAU
Strategy: Improving Visibility of the York Rite.
Many Masonic organizations regularly look for speakers or Masonic or related subjects
for their meetings. For example, High Twelve Clubs seek luncheon speakers, and Blue
Lodges often look for after-dinner speakers for their Stated Meetings.
A "Speakers' Bureau" - no more, really, than a couple of Companions ready to speak
for 10-15 minutes on the history, organization and degrees/orders of the York Rite provides a way to be of service to other Masonic organizations and to spread the word
about our Rite and encourage interest and membership.
Of course, speakers must be prepared in advance to present a n interesting program .
They also should have on hand a supply of petitions and literature explaining the Rite,
for distribution when/after they speak.
One outline for a speech i s attached as Appendix D, and petitions and literature are
shown attached as Appendix A.

VISITATIONS TO CRAFT LODGES
Strategy: Improving Visibility of the York Rite.
If your Chapter is "dark" one or more months during the year - and almost all chapters
are - consider a Chapter gr oup “visitation" to one or more Craft Lodges in your area
during months the Chapter is not meeting.
If you schedule such a visit to a Craft Lodge, do the Master of the Lodge the courtesy of
advising him of your intent well in advance of the visit. You don't want to get there and
find it i s a s p e c i a l event evening when your v i s i t w i l l be largely unnoticed o r
inappropriate, and you don't want to surprise the Master, in any case.
Give these matters consideration during such a Lodge visit:
•
•
•
•

Attend with as many Companions as possible.
Arrive 15-30 minutes before the Lodge plans to open.
Wear red jackets if you desire.
Companions speak w i t h as many Lodge B r et hr en a s possible, b e f o r e
and /or after the meeting.
• Sit together in the Lodge Room.
• Ensure that all visiting Com panions have petitions a n d literature t o leave with
Lodge Brethren who ask or may be interested. (See Appendix A.)

If your group is acknowledged by the Master, express appreciation for the favor of being
allowed to visit the Lodge.
If Companions are asked to stand for recognition, and there are other Companions who
are officers or members o f the Lodge who are not standing, invite them to join you (to
display the breadth and extent of your membership).
A visit like this may be an opportunity to present to the Lodge Master a Certificate of
Membership, a s explained in another s e c t i o n a b o v e . (See A p p e n d i x C .) (These
certificates are appropriate f o r presentation to any Master Mason.) If you plan to do
this, advise the Master of your intent in advance - don't surprise h im . Mount such a
certificate in an inexpensive b u t attractive frame, to enhance t he certificate and make
the presentation m o r e i m p r e s s i v e . If the Master of the Lodge or other certificate
recipient is not a Chapter member, the presentation is an opportunity to explain that the
certificate has spaces for adding additional dates as the recipient progresses through
the remainder of the York Rite- which you hope he will plan to do!

OPEN H O U S E PROGRAM
Strategy: Increasing Personal Contact with members of Craft Lodges
and Improving Visibility of the York Rite.

An "Open House:" is a planned opportunity for your Lodge Brethren (read "potential
Companions") to learn more about your Chapter, and for you to spark interest in the
Chapter among such Brethren.
In communities where there are Councils and/or Commanderys, this program will be
most successful as a joint program with the other York Rite organizations.
Key elements for a successful "Open House" Program include:
•

Planning in advance (3-4 months minimum).

•

Explanation of program to Companions of your Chapter (and Council and
Commandery, where they will be involved).

•

Providing your Companions with written invitations and explanations for them to
provide, in turn, to Brethren of the Craft Lodges who they would be willing to
recommend for membership in your Chapter.

• Follow-up on such invitations when they are issued, by telephone or in person, to
ensure that potential Companions know you look forward to their attendance
(and the attendance of their ladies).
• Careful planning and execution of the "Open House" event itself, to ensure it is
informative and impressive.
•

Follow-up with those Brethren who attend the "Open House," to encourage their
applications for membership.

It is recommended the "Open House" program itself consist of:
• A dinner, complimentary to invited guests (potential members) and their ladies.
• A speaker on the subject of Capitular Masonry (history, lessons of the degrees,
requirements for membership, etc.)
It is recommended the speaker’s after-dinner presentation be made in a Royal Arch
Chapter Room, set up as if ready for opening of the Chapter with officers of the Chapter
in aprons and jewels and seated at their stations. This provides interesting visual
images for the invited Brethren and their ladies, and can assist a speaker in explaining
the purposes and lessons of the Chapter's degrees.

Appendix E provides examples of the invitations and letters that can be effective in
implementing this program. These examples are written on the assumption the event is
sponsored by a Chapter, and will require modification if jointly sponsored by two or three
York Rite organizations.

APPENDIX A

The following five pages constitute Appendix A.
Appendix A includes:
• A one-page “Petition for Capitular Degrees,” which may be reprinted from this
Guide and given to prospective Chapter members. Enter your Chapter name
and number at the top of the Petition, and your Chapter degree fees in the two
short blank spaces to the right of the two boxes, and it is ready to give to a
Brother.
• A two-page brochure entitled “York Rite Masonry-an Explanation for a
Master Mason," which may be reprinted back-to-back from this Guide and
folded into a tri-fold handout to accompany a petition.
• A two-page brochure entitled "Why a Master Mason Has a Natural Interest in
York Rite Masonry," which may be reprinted back-to-back from this Guide and
folded into a tri-fold handout to accompany a petition.

INITIATION FEE $__________

Petition for Capitular Degrees
To the Excellent High Priest, Officers and Members of _____________________________________________ Chapter No. _______ ,
Royal Arch Masons of California:
The undersigned respectfully represents that he is a member in good standing of ___________________________________________
Lodge No. _______ , F. & A. M., under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of ___________________________________ ; that he desires
to receive the Degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Mason; that he has been a resident of the State
of California for six months next preceding the date of this petition; that he has not, within six months past, made application to and been
rejected by any Chapter of Royal Arch Masons;* and that he promises, if found worthy, to conform to all usages, customs, laws and
regulations of the above named Chapter and the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of California.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* If such application has been made, state the name and location of the Chapter on the line above.
Place of Birth: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Occupation: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Residence Address: ___________________________________

City: _______________ State: _____

Zip+4: ________________

Business Address: ____________________________________

City: _______________ State: _____

Zip+4: ________________

Business Phone: ______________________________________

Print Name: ___________________________________________

Residence Phone: _____________________________________

First Name

Middle Name

Last Name

Dated: _____________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________

4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

RECOMMENDED BY:

REFERS TO:

Comp. _______________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ Phone: ___________________

City: ______________________ Phone: ___________________

Comp. _______________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ Phone: ___________________
4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

City: ______________________ Phone: ___________________
4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

Elected: ______________________________________________

Most Excellent Master: __________________________________

Mark Master: __________________________________________

Royal Arch Mason: _____________________________________

Past Master: ___________________________________________

He travels the r o u g h and rugged r o ad
back to Jerusalem and there assists in the
rebuilding of the Temple. While thus
engaged, he is instrumental in restoring to
Masonry that which was lost. This restoration
was foreseen by King Solomon, when he
proclaimed the use of a substitute Word
until future ages might reclaim the Lost Word.
And this rediscovery of the Word forms the
direct tie between the Symbolic Degrees of
the Blue Lodge and the Capitular Degrees of
Royal Arch Masonry.
In the Cryptic Degrees of the Council of
Royal and Select Masters, are shown the
events leading to the decision to make
provision for the possible loss of the Word.
Those secret provisions are revealed to us
as well as how they were carried out, and by
whom. The solemn covenant between the
three Grand Masters is explained. In the
magnificent Super Excellent Master Degree,
which is the culmination of the Cryptic
Degrees, the gripping events which resulted
in the destruction of King Solomon's Temple
are portrayed. The solemnity of the occasion
and the insight into the wisdom of King
Solomon are superb, and shed much Light on
that part of the ritual of the Blue Lodge
Degrees which allude, only briefly, to the
actions herein portrayed.
The Chivalric Orders, or the Orders of
Templary, are not called degrees. They are
the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross, the
Order of Malta, and the Order of the Temple.
The Order of
the Red Cross
demonstrates the direct application of
Masonic principles and virtues even through
adversity and peril. In the Order of Malta, we
see demonstrated the great truths learned in
the Symbolic Degrees. In the Order of the

Temple the seriousness of the vows taken
and the extensive training one must undergo
to become proficient in their application is
portrayed with the greatest solemnity.
You might ask, what benefits does the
York Rite offer? First, the York Rite offers
much of that further Light which you seek.
Here are found many of the "secrets" of our
Fraternity. Second, you don't have to travel
far to receive the Degrees and Orders, or to
participate or visit your York Rite Bodies. The
same Brethren who sit with you in Lodge will
confer your Degrees and preside in the
local York Rite Bodies. Third, the Degrees
and Orders can be conferred one at a time in
your own or neighboring York Rite Bodies, or
Festivals are usually held at least once each
year, where all the Degrees and Orders are
conferred over one or two weekends. The
degrees are beautiful to behold and are
portrayed in full costume or Templar uniform.
This is a brief explanation of the York
Rite. The heritage of York Masonry is for
those Master Masons who wish further Light
in the search for the Truth of the Fatherhood
of God, the Brotherhood of Man, and the
immortality of the Spirit. All such Brethren
are invited to exercise the right to seek that
further Light.

York Rite
Masonry

An Explanation
for a
Master Mason

"Let there be Light!" How many times
have we Freemasons heard and reacted to
that phrase during our Masonic lives. From
the time we first approached the door of
Freemasonry, until we were raised to the
Sublime Degree of Master Mason, we were
continually in search of further Light in
Masonry. Yet, how many of us, after
receiving the degrees in our Symbolic Lodge,
continued to seek further Light and improve
ourselves in Masonry?
At the death of our Grand Master Hiram
Abif the Masters' Word was lost, and we were
invested with a substitute. What true Mason,
seeking further Light, could possibly be
satisfied with a substitute, when the True
Word is available to him? In Royal Arch
Masonry that which was lost is found by a

future generation, and returned to the Craft
where it belongs.
Worldwide, York Masonry is the oldest
and best known of the Masonic Rites. It
takes its name from York, England, where the
earliest known record of Masonry exists,
dating from about 923 A.D. York was also
the seat of the Ancient York Grand Lodge,
which finally merged with another Masonic
group, called the "Modern" Grand Lodge, about
1717 A.D. This is the basis upon which our
present system of Symbolic Masonry is built.
In England there are no intermediate
degrees between the Third and Royal Arch
Degrees. In the preamble to the Degree, the
candidate is advised "that he might consider
this to be a Fourth Degree"-but it is not. It is
the completion of the Third Degree, which was
left incomplete by the loss of the Masters’ Word,
to be completed now by the rediscovery of that
Word.
The Mother Grand Lodge of England, in
its articles of union of 1813, that document
which unified the two Grand Lodges of England
by pronouncing those basic landmarks to
which all Masons are there- after to subscribe,
declared that pure ancient Masonry consists
of three degrees and no more- those of
the Entered Apprentice, the Fellowcraft and
the Master Mason, including the supreme
Order of the Holy Royal Arch.
Today in England, the Grand Master, by
virtue of his Grand Lodge office, is head of
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.
And to this d a y , in E n g l a n d , no M a s t e r
Mason can receive any Rite, system or
additional degree of Masonry until he has
received the Degree of Royal Arch Mason.

Some believe the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason to be the ultimate degree of
Freemasonry, and that all the others are
added and explanatory.
However, most
students of Freemasonry agree that the story
of the Craft, as presented through the Third
Degree, is incomplete, and that the degrees
in the York Rite of Freemasonry complete
the story and answer many questions for the
Master Mason.
In the North American Continent there
are additional degrees supplementing the
work of the Lodge and Royal Arch.
The
Degrees of the Lodge, Chapter and Council,
and
the
Orders
conferred
in
the
Commandery have been arranged into a
system or Rite referred to as the American,
Canadian or York Rite of Freemasonry.
In the Symbolic or Blue Lodge frequent
reference is made to King Solomon's
Temple, to King Solomon himself, Hiram of
Tire and Hiram the Widow's Son. But much
concerning them and the circumstances
leading up to some of their actions is not
completely covered in the first three degrees.
In the Symbolic Degrees, the Temple is
never completed, the reason for the
covenant between the three Grand Masters
is not explained, and the far-reaching
foresight of Solomon is not fully illustrated.
Many other details concerning the Temple
are left for the candidate to search out for
himself.
In the York Rite these voids are
eliminated.
When a Master Mason seeks further
Light in Masonry by way of the York Rite, he
first learns the lessons of a Mark Master. In
the Fellowcraft Degree he found that when
he gained admission to the Middle Chamber
of the Temple he was entitled to receive
wages. As a Mark Maser he learns how and

from whom to receive those wages, the
consequences of claiming another's work as
his own, and of attempting to draw wages
that are not his due. At this time he will also
select and have recorded his own "Mark,"
such as ancient craftsmen selected and
used to distinguish their work.
In the early days of Masonry the Royal
Arch Degree was considered so important a
degree that only Past Masters were
permitted to receive it.
When Royal Arch
Masonry arrived in the United States, this
practice was considered too restrictive, and
in order to allow more Brethren to share in
the Light, the "virtual" Past Master's Degree
was devised. This degree allows a Brother
to "pass the chair" of Solomon, but allows
him none of the rights and privileges of an
"actual" Past Master of a Symbolic Lodge.
Thus, as a "virtual" Past Master, he is
permitted to qualify for the Degree of Royal
Arch Mason.
When the traveler receives the Most
Excellent Master Degree, he participates in
the
insp1nng ceremonies of the final
completion of the Temple, and assists in
fulfilling the purpose for which the Sanctum
Sanctorum, or Holy of Holies, was created.
He observes the solemn ceremonies of the
dedication and consecration of the Temple
by King Solomon, and experiences the aweinspiring event of the acceptance
of
Solomon's gift by the Lord.
As a Royal Arch Mason, the candidate is
taught humility and is present at the
destruction of the magnificent Temple as a
consequence of the arrogance and heresy of
the children of Israel, and the destruction of
the House of God.
He endures the
humiliation of captivity at Babylon, and
rejoices when freedom is again restored.

The Super Excellent Master is an honorary
degree, to which any Council Mason is entitled by
virtue of his being in good standing in his Council.
This is classed as the most dramatic and
spectacular degree of all Masonic systems.

many as the most solemn and impressive
experience in Masonry.
Here the aspirant
progresses, step by step, the way trod by Jesus of
Nazareth until the empty tomb joins with the sprig
of acacia to teach that at last we shall dwell
forever in realms of life and light eternal.

Why
In Summary
Chivalric Masonry
(The Knights Templar Commandery)

While profession of Christianity is not a
requirement of Capitular or Cryptic Masonry, the
decision to apply for conferral of the Orders of
Christian Knighthood (Chivalric Masonry) does
require profession of the Christian religion.
A Commandery of Knights Templar operates
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery
of its respective state, and it, in turn, under the
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the
United States of America.
In the Commandery, the Chivalric Orders of
Christian Knighthood are conferred as follows:
The Illustrious Order of the Red Cross
The Order of Knight of Malta
The Order of the Temple
The Illustrious Order of the Red Cross is
founded upon Truth-- a divine attribute, the
foundation of every virtue.
The Order of Knight of Malta, first called
Knights Hospitaller of St. John of Jerusalem, is
known to have been in existence as early as 1099
A.D. It was the first organized body whose
avowed purpose was the succor and care of the
injured on a field of battle. The teaching of the
Christian application of Masonic precepts begins
with this order.
The Order of the Temple, the crowning glory
of York Rite Masonry, has been characterized by

We trust the foregoing has increased your
interest in the York Rite.
The noble heritage of York Masonry is yours
to take-- not that decorations may be proudly
worn, not that you may be known as a Mason of
"high" rank, but that you may the more abundantly
realize in your own life the Fatherhood of God and
the Brotherhood of Man. We invite you to claim
this heritage.

a Master Mason
has a natural interest in

York Rite
Freemasonry

For More Information, Contact:
The York Rite of Freemasonry consists
of four distinct and separate sovereign
Masonic organizations-• The Symbolic Lodge ("Blue Lodge")
• The Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
• The Council of Cryptic Masons
• The Commandery of Knights Templar

The symbolic degrees of Entered
Apprentice, Fellowcraft a n d Master Mason,
as conferred in the United States, are
degrees of the York Rite of Freemasonry.
Therefore, a Master Mason has
already received the first three degrees

of the York Rite. It is natural that, having begun
his Masonic work in that Rite, a Master Mason
would wish to continue with it.
The Royal Arch Chapter offers that
opportunity, for in its last degree-- the Royal Arch
-- is to be found the very essence of pure
Freemasonry.

In the North American Continent, there are
additional degrees in the system, supplementing
the work of the Lodge and the Royal Arch. The
degrees of the Lodge, Chapter, and Council, and
the orders conferred in the Commandery, have
been arranged into a system or Rite referred to as
the American York Rite of Freemasonry.

Capitular Masonry
(The Royal Arch Chapter)

York Rite and
the Symbolic Lodge
On being raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason, it may be a disappointment to
learn that the work is not complete- that the
secrets pertaining to the ceremony are not given,
but are represented by a substitute.
But the
secrets, and the true Word, are revealed in the
Royal Arch Degree. Hence, no man is fully a
Master Mason until he receives the supreme and
holy work of the Royal Arch Degree.
It is of significant note that in 1813, when the
two grand lodges in England united to form the
mother Grand Lodge from which all speculative
Freemasonry is derived, they adopted and placed
in the Articles of Union a firm and solemn
landmark to guide the fraternity throughout the
world, which reads as follows:
. Pure Ancient Masonry consists of three
degrees and no more, viz: those of the Entered
Apprentice, the Fellowcraft, and the Master
Mason, INCLUDING THE SUPREME ORDER OF
THE HOLY ROYAL ARCH."
And today, in England, the Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge, by virtue of his office, is also
the head of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons.

Various Chapters of Royal Arch Masons
operate under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Chapter of each State, and they, in turn, under the
jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter-- thus
constituting the largest Masonic body in the world.
The Chapter confers four degrees, known as
the Capitular Degrees of
Masonry, in the
following order:
Mark Master Past
Master (Virtual) Most
Excellent Master
Royal Arch Mason

ceremony attendant upon the completion and
dedication of the Temple is brought to our
attention.
In the degree of the Royal Arch, the ultimate
in Masonic symbolism is found. It has been said,
"The Royal Arch is the root, heart and marrow of
Masonry, without a knowledge of which the
Masonic character can not be complete." Only
those who have attained the Royal Arch may be
said to have completed their Masonic work.
No Rite of Freemasonry covers the world so
completely as does Royal Arch Masonry. In every
civilized country of the earth, on every continent
and on many of the isles of the sea, will be found
Royal Arch Chapters, eager and willing to receive
their companions from other parts of the world
into that full fellowship which characterizes Royal
Arch Masonry. In Asia, in Africa, in Europe, in the
Americas, in Australia, will be found Royal Arch
Chapters. In our own country we find upwards of
three-quarter million members, meeting in 3,000
chapters.

Cryptic Masonry
(The Council of Cryptic Masons)

The Mark Master degree is perhaps the
oldest Masonic degree. At any rate, it is one of
the most highly thought of. It teaches practical
lessons which are found helpful in our everyday
life. This degree fills the vacancies left in the
story of the Fellowcraft degree.
The Past Master degree teaches the aspirant
the important duties and responsibilities of the
Master's chair, so that he may be qualified for
advancement.
The symbolism of Freemasonry surrounds
the building of a Temple.
In symbolic
Freemasonry, the Temple is never completed. In
the degree of Most Excellent Master the

A Council of Cryptic Masons-- sometimes
called a Council of Royal and Select Masters-operates under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Council of its respective state and confers the
three degrees of Cryptic Masonry, namely:
Royal Master
Select Master
Super Excellent Master
Without the Royal and Select Master
degrees, neither the Master Mason degree nor
the Royal Arch degree is complete, for they
rationally account for the concealment and
preservation of the treasures revealed in the
Royal Arch degree.

....

APPENDIX B

The following three pages constitute Appendix B.
Appendix B includes:
• A one-page "Petition for Capitular Degrees” which may be reprinted from this
Guide and given to prospective Chapter members. This petition provides for the
"no fee" Mark Master program. Enter your Chapter name and number at the top
of the Petition, and your Chapter degree fees in the two short blank spaces to
the right of the two boxes, and it is ready to give to a Brother.
• A two-page flyer entitled "Have You 'Made Your Mark' in Freemasonry,"
which may be reprinted back-to-back from this Guide and accompany a petition
to explain the "no fee" Mark Master program.

INITIATION FEE $__________

Petition for Capitular Degrees
To the Excellent High Priest, Officers and Members of _____________________________________________ Chapter No. _______ ,
Royal Arch Masons of California:
The undersigned respectfully represents that he is a member in good standing of ___________________________________________
Lodge No. _______ , F. & A. M., under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of ___________________________________ ; that he desires
to receive the Degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Mason; that he has been a resident of the State
of California for six months next preceding the date of this petition; that he has not, within six months past, made application to and been
rejected by any Chapter of Royal Arch Masons;* and that he promises, if found worthy, to conform to all usages, customs, laws and
regulations of the above named Chapter and the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of California.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* If such application has been made, state the name and location of the Chapter on the line above.
Place of Birth: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Occupation: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Residence Address: ___________________________________

City: _______________ State: _____

Zip+4: ________________

Business Address: ____________________________________

City: _______________ State: _____

Zip+4: ________________

Business Phone: ______________________________________

Print Name: ___________________________________________

Residence Phone: _____________________________________

First Name

Middle Name

Last Name

Dated: _____________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________

4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

RECOMMENDED BY:

REFERS TO:

Comp. _______________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ Phone: ___________________

City: ______________________ Phone: ___________________

Comp. _______________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ Phone: ___________________
4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

City: ______________________ Phone: ___________________
4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

Elected: ______________________________________________

Most Excellent Master: __________________________________

Mark Master: __________________________________________

Royal Arch Mason: _____________________________________

Past Master: ___________________________________________

Have You "Made Your Mark"
in Freemasonry?
An invitation to a Master Mason

The York Rite of Freemasonry is an extension and expansion of the Degrees of the
Symbolic or Craft Lodge.
The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in California- the governing body for the
York Rite Degrees beyond the Degree of Master Mason - has adopted a program to
acquaint Master Masons with the further Light available to them in the York Rite.
Now, at no cost to you, your local Chapter of Royal Arch Masons will confer upon
you the first of the Chapter’s Degrees- the Mark Master Degree.
Here is how the program worksThe first step is for you to submit a petition to your local Chapter, asking to be
advanced to the Degree of Mark Master Mason. You submit no fee with this petition.
If your petition is approved by the local Chapter, you will be qualified to receive all
the Degrees of the Chapter, should you ever wish to do so at a future date. However,
you will only be scheduled for advancement to the Degree of Mark Master.
The second step is actually to be advanced to the Degree of Mark Master Mason, in
the c o m p a n y of other Blue Lodge Brethren who are also exploring York Rite
opportunities.
Any additional steps are up to you.
If you decide, after receiving the Mark Master Degree, not to proceed to further
Degrees in the Royal Arch Chapter, you will not be scheduled for them. However, you
will still be a Mark Master member of your local Royal Arch Chapter- in much the same
way that an Entered Apprentice is a member of his Lodge. You will be welcome to sit in
any Lodge of Mark Master Masons, when convened by your Royal Arch Chapter.

On the other hand, if you decide, either right after receiving the Degree of Mark
Master or at any other time in the future, to proceed with the other three Degrees of
your Chapter, you will simply pay the degree fee to your Chapter for those additional
degrees, and subsequently be scheduled to receive them. Only then, after receiving the
Royal Arch Degree and becoming a full-fledged member of your Chapter, will you have
any obligation for Chapter dues.
No memorized proficiencies are required f o r advanc em ent through t h e Chapter
Degrees.
The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in California believes its degrees have
great additional fraternal Light to offer a Master Mason. We hope you will give this
invitation to explore the York Rite your serious and careful con-sideration.

To help you understand the entire set of Degrees offered by a Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons, the following commentary on each of those degrees is provided for
your information.
Mark Master - In the Fellowcraft Degree, a Mason finds he has gained admission to the
Middle Chamber o f the Temple and is entitled to receive w a g e s . As a Mark Master he
learns how and from whom to receive those wages and the surprising value of work that is
not "square." He also selects and has recorded his own "Mark," such as ancient craftsmen
used to distinguish their work.
Past Master (Virtual) - In the early days of Masonry the Royal Arch Degree was
considered so important a degree that only Masters or Past Masters of Lodges were
permitted to receive it. In order to allow other Brethren to qualify to share in the Light of the
Royal Arch, the custom has been adopted of conferring this "virtual" Past Master's Degree.
This degree allows a Brother to "pass the chair" of Solomon, but confers none of the rights
and privileges of an actual Past Master of a Symbolic Lodge.
Most Excellent Master - Here the traveler participates in the inspiring ceremonies of the
final completion of the Temple, and assists in fulfilling the purpose for which the Sanctum
Sanctorum, or Holy of Holies, was created. He observes t h e solemn ceremonies o f the
dedication and consecration of the Temple by King Solomon.
Royal Arch Mason -As a Royal Arch Mason, the candidate is present at the destruction of
the magnificent original Temple, a consequence of the arrogance and heresy of the children
of Israel. He endures the humiliation of captivity at Babylon, and rejoices when freedom is
again restored. He travels the rugged road back to Jerusalem and there assists in the
rebuilding of the Temple. While thus engaged, he is instrumental in restoring to Masonry
that which was lost - the Lost Master's Word. This restoration w a s foreseen b y King
Solomon, when he proclaimed the use of a substitute Word until future ages might reclaim
the Lost Word. This rediscovery o f the Word forms the direct tie between t he Symbolic
Degrees of the Blue Lodge and the Capitular Degrees of Royal Arch Masonry.

APPENDIX C

The following two pages constitute Appendix C.
Appendix C includes:
• A one-page “Certificate of Membership in the York Rite of Freemasonry."
This certificate may be obtained from the Grand Secretary’s office in beautiful
five-color printing, and copied on quality paper with a color printer for your future
use. The Brother's name, Lodge name, number and degree dates (and other
organization names and dates completed at the time of presentation) are
entered in the appropriate spaces before presentation.
• Similar to the above certificate, this second one-page “Certificate of
Membership in the York Rite of Freemasonry" provides no space for the
Commandery Order dates, and is for presentation where it is known in advance
that the recipient will not petition a Commandery due to his religious persuasion.

Certificate of Membership
in the York Rite of Freemasonry
Be it known that Brotliir - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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APPENDIXD

The following two pages constitute Appendix D.
Appendix D includes:
• A detailed two-page outline for one possible speech on the York Rite of
Freemasonry. Of course, any material appropriate to the occasion may be used.

OUTLINE FOR A SPEECH ON THE YORK RITE OF MASONRY
I will be talking about content of degrees.
Many relate to the first 3 degrees
In fact, the York Rite starts in the Lodge.
Composed of four organizations - each with officers, meetings, etc.
• Lodge of Symbolic or Craft Masons ( Blue Lodge)
• Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
• Council of Cryptic Masons
• Commandery of Knights Templar
In 1700s- two competing G.L.s in England.
United in 1813.
Articles of Union: "pure ancient Masonry consists of three degrees and no morethose of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellowcraft and the Master Mason, including the
supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch."
Said 3 - but named 4!.
So .. ..recognition that RA degree is part of ancient craft Masonry.
RA degree found in the Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.
This is why we, in the York Rite say that a Mason completes his Masonic study and
instruction by joining the York Rite bodies.
Chapter Degrees:
•

Mark Master- extension and amplification of 2nd Degree of Lodge.
-- Among its lessons- take only credit for what you have produced, not others.
-- Also- every person is part of God's plan.
-- A personal "Mark" is selected and registered to identify each Mark Master
Mason.

• Past Master- A legalism.
•

Most Excellent Master- the completion of the Temple, and the appearance of the
presence of God in the Holy of Holies.

•

Royal Arch Mason - destruction of first Temple, and the building of the second
temple, during which is uncovered a key that leads to the recovery of the True
Lost Master's word.

This completes the degrees presented by the Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.

In the Council of Cryptic Masons (sometimes called Council of Royal And Select
Masters), two degrees are conferred;
• Royal Master- in which the candidate spends time with Hiram Abif and learns
more of his personal philosophy on life and death.
• Select Master - - explains how the Master's Word was safeguarded and how the
key was created that lead to its rediscovery in the previous Royal Arch Master's
Degree.

Commandery - C h r i s t i a n interpretation.
Three Orders are conferred.
• First is Order of the Red Cross, which is a degree designed to explain the
importance of Truth- that tenet first mentioned in the third degree of the Lodge.
• Next come the Order of Malta and then the Order of the Temple, in which the
candidate is created a Knight of Malta and a Knight of the Temple.
• These ceremonies retain portions of the original induction ceremonies for these
historic Orders.
END

APPENDIX E

The following two pages constitute Appendix E.
Appendix E includes:
• A two-Page sample letter to Companions of a Chapter, to be mailed by the
Chapter High Priest, assistance in inviting Lodge Brethren to an "Open House"
program.
• A two-page sample invitation to be presented by Companions of a Chapter to
Lodge Brethren, inviting them to an "Open House" program.
• A single page report to a High Priest, from a Companion of the Chapter,
reporting the name of a Lodge Brother invited to an "Open House."
(Note: the second and third items in the above list are designed to be enclosures with
the first item, when it is mailed to Companions of a Chapter.)

• A one-page recommended planning Time-line for an "Open House."

Anv Citv Chanter No. 123
Roval Arch Masons
(Date)

Dear Companion :
This letter is being sent to members of our Chapter who live in or near (9!Y.._
where Chapter meets).
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , 20_ _ , will be an important date for our Chapter. On
that evening we will host an "Open House," to introduce Brethren of our Blue Lodges to
our Chapter and invite them to consider membership.
Your careful consideration of this letter is very important to the success of this
program, which, in turn, can be very important to the future of our Chapter.
I am asking you to do two things, to help make this program a success:
1. Present the enclosed invitation to this "Open House" to a Blue Lodge Brother
whose application for membership in our Chapter you would be pleased to recommend.
Please insert the name of the Brother and your name in the two blank spaces.
Please do this no later than _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , 20_,
(Note to Chapters: The date entered on the line above should be about 5 weeks from the mailing
date of this letter.)

2. Also, return the enclosed form to me, completed to indicate the name, address
and telephone number of the Brother to whom you have given the enclosed invitation.
Please return the form to me at

- - -- -- - - - - - -

- - ---'by - - -- -- - ' -- · 20_

- -- --

'

CA

.

(Note to Chapters: This date should be the same as the date in item #1 above.)

Shortly after you return the name and address of your invited guest. an officer of
the Chapter will follow up with a telephone call to this Brother, to encourage the brother
to attend our "Open House."
(continued on reverse)

At our "Open House" we will serve dinner, which will be complimentary to our
guests and their ladies. After dinner, a speaker will explain our Chapter to our guest,
covering its history, purpose and teachings. And, of course, guests will be welcome to
ask questions.
Whether or not the Brother you invite decides to attend, I certainly hope you and
perhaps your lady will be able to attend our "Open House," to help us greet and
welcome our invited guests in the spirit of fraternal friendship.
Please give this request your serious consideration, and complete the two
actions requested above, by the dates indicated. If you are able to do this, you will
have rendered our Chapter a great service, and may have done a Blue Lodge Brother a
great favor.
Should you have any questions about this matter, please feel free to call me. My
telephone is (
) _ _ _ _ __
Fraternally yours,

HIGH PRIEST
P.S. If you wish additional copies of the invitation letter, to present to additional
Brothers, please call me and they will be in the mail to you immediately.

Anv Citv Chapter No. 123
Roval Arch Masons
(Date)

To:

-----------------------------------

An Invitation from ----------------------------Dear Brother:
This an invitation for you and your wife (or other guest) to attend an "Open
House" hosted by Any City Chapter No. 123, Royal Arch Masons, at the
(name)
Masonic Center,
(address)
on the evening of
(day of week)
(date)
, 20 _ _.
The purpose of this invitation is to provide an opportunity to learn more about
Royal Arch Masonry, with the possible result that you may be interested in applying for
membership in the local Chapter. It is being extended to a number of Brethren in our
community.
Whether or not you accept this invitation, please consider it a compliment. The
Brother who has presented it to you has done so because he values your friendship,
considers you a Brother of outstanding moral character, and would be proud to
recommend you for membership- should you decide later to apply for it.
Our "Open House" will be held at our regular meeting place,
(name)
Masonic Center, beginning at
p.m. on
(date)
You and your wife
(or other guest) will be our guests for dinner. After dinner, a speaker will explain the
history, purposes and teachings of the Royal Arch Chapter, as well as more practical
matters, such as meeting dates, activities, membership fees, etc. You will also have an
opportunity to ask questions. The program will conclude about
p.m.
You may expect an officer of our Chapter to contact you by telephone, in the
near future, to extend a more personal invitation to attend this event.
Whatever your decision may be, because you have been suggested for
membership in our Chapter by one of our valued members, I look forward to personally
meeting you on
(date)

(continued on reverse)

Should you have any questions about this matter, please feel free to contact me
) _ _ _ _ _ __
by telephone at (

Sincerely yours,

HIGH PRIEST

REPORT TO HIGH PRIEST, ANY CITY CHAPTER NO. 123, R.A.M.

I have issued an invitation letter for our Chapter's "Open House" to
the following Brother:
Name: --------------------------------------Address: ______________________________________
Telephone: (

) _____

My name is: __________________________________________
If you have questions on this, please telephone me at:

(

)

_________

Please mail this report to:

(Name of High Priest)
(Address)

___. >. .:(C=ic=.J._ty)

, CA,

(Zip)

TIME LINE FOR PLANNING AND IMPLIMENTING A CHAPTER
"OPEN HOUSE" PROGRAM

Time in advance
of "Open House"

7 weeks

EvenUitem To Do

Mail letter of explanation to each Companion who lives in or near
the city where the Chapter is located. Letter includes enclosed
invitation to be presented to a Lodge Brother and a report form to
be sent to the High Priest (with the invited Lodge Brother's name).
Also at this time, complete planning for program (speaker, dinner
menu, who will cook and serve, decorations, etc.)

6 weeks

A committee telephones all Companions who got above letter, to
encourage them to invite a Brother to the "Open House" and
return the report form to the High Priest (as letter requested) .

4-5 weeks

Companions issue "Open House" invitations provided to them for
the purpose (see item above).

4-5 weeks

Companions return to the High Priest the return form with
names/addresses/phones of Brethren they have invited to the
"Open House."

3 weeks

Names/phones of Brethren invited to the "Open House" are given
to those who will telephone them, to extend personal invitation.

2-3 weeks

Designated Companions telephone Brethren invited to the "Open
House," to extend personal invitation to them and their
ladies/guests. Ask for attendance -get preliminary count on
attendance- report number to High Priest.
"OPEN HOUSE" OCCURS

After "Open House"

Telephone those who attended, to express pleasure in their
attendance and hope for their petition for Chapter membership.

