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Grand High Priest’s Message 

 
Dear Companions: 
 
“Holiness to the Lord!"  These words can be found on my Grand High Priest pin for this 

Capitular Year.  I promise to reveal bits and pieces of the symbolism contained in this pin as the year 
progresses. All maps are oriented North up and this pin as a map to its higher meaning is no different!   

 
Another of my important messages this year is to emphasize how we as Royal Arch Masons 

are the “Keepers of the Original and Advanced Light”.  Before the lessons of the Hiramic legend 
occurred, Masters or Overseers of the Work were able to travel and work in foreign countries by use 
of a ‘Master’s Word’ in order to receive sufficient wages to support themselves and families.  When 
the ‘Master’s Word’ became lost, no one could travel for a time because they didn’t have the 
password!  The standard mode of travel for long distances in ancient times was by ship and the most 
likely owners were the Phoenicians.  So, it is very likely that “Yonder” in the Harbor at Joppa was a 
Phoenician trading vessel?!    

 
The fundamental set up of any Masonic Lodge is to provide a place to conduct ‘civil discourse’ 

wherein brethren can dwell together in harmony and there discover who best can work and who best 
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can agree without fear of reprisal or unwarranted arrest!  We as Royal Arch Masons have use of this 
environment with the addition of our advanced knowledge and therefore have a clear responsibility to 
use our lessons in order to make Better Men Great!  How rewarding and important to our future lives 
and happiness as a society that we succeed in this manifest destiny!?   

 
I want to thank and congratulate all of the Royal Arch Masons who attended gatherings with us 

in Bellflower, Red Bluff, Chico, Riverside, Santa Barbara and at Comptche so far this year!  It was 
truly a pleasure to meet and greet the Great Masons that come to these meetings!  Your assistance 
will not go unrewarded!  I look forward to July and more opportunities to converse with many more of 
you in Van Nuys, Newhall, San Luis Obispo, Kernville, Salinas and Fairfield!    

 
Please consider purchasing a challenge coin this year to help subsidize the Royal Arch 

Scholarship fund.  It costs only $20.00 and all of the contributions go directly to the Scholarship fund 
(i.e. the DeBarrows/Wohlfarth Scholarship fund) to fund this year's scholarship recipients without 
touching the principal.  Remember, like all true challenge coins; don't get caught in a CA Royal Arch 
Masonic venue without one or the first libation in an appropriate setting is on you!  After all, it's a 
worthy cause and it directly helps our Masonic family!   Until next time - Go Big Red! (GBR!) 

 
 

 
 
 

STEVEN R. GOAD 
Grand High Priest 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

 
SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION 

 

Ritual Staff will be gathering with the Grand 
Chapter Executive Committee on August 15th in 
Bakersfield to consider a variety of matters: 
including the conferral of the Mark Master at 
Grand Lodge on Friday night; opening and 
closing ritual; Inspector relationships to the 
Ritual Committee and to the Department 
Officers; specific Inspector duties of importance 
this year; and much more.  The Ritual Staff will 
have much to share with Dais Officers in the 
local Chapters after this meeting. 
     

 
 
 

 
GOLF TOURNEY 

 
The Auburn York Rite 10th Annual Golf Tourney 
is scheduled now for August 29th.   Fees for the 
4-man scramble are only $25.  Deadline for 
filling is August 17th.  See the flyer at the end of 
this newsletter. 

_________________________ 
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GRAND CHAPTER 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
For info about Scholarships, go to the following 
website:   
 
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/
rara.html 
 
If you have the resources, please consider 
making a significant donation on behalf of 
our Masonic Youth.  Send any excess cash 
(!) to the Grand Chapter Scholarship 
Program at 11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13, 
Artesia, CA 90701-3872 
 
Remember that all donations to the 
Scholarship Program are Tax Deductible, so 
keep this in mind as you plan your annual 
giving and when you pay your dues. 
 

____________________ 
 
 

OPERATIONS & TRAINING 
MANUAL 

 
For decades, we have all clamored for a single 
document that gives us what we need to 
effectively run our organizations.  General Grand 
Chapter has now produced the Manual which 
meets this need for Chapters – and each 
Chapter should acquire at least one copy for use 
by its Dais Officers.  Councils and 
Commanderies can benefit from this production 
as well.  Although it is oriented to the Chapter 
needs, and contains some info specific to the 
capitular ritual, it does contain the following 
chapters, which will be found to be useful by all 
bodies: 
 

A. The Art and Science of Leadership 
B. Officer Selection & Development 
C. Protocols and Governance 
D. Membership Management  
E. Presentation and Education 
F. Dues, Fees and Budgets 
G. Communications and Public Relations 
H. Strategic Planning and Development 

 
This new Manual is well worth the cost of 
$25.00.  It can be ordered from the General 
Grand Chapter as follows: 
 
By writing to General Grand Chapter RAM, 
PO Box 128, Greenfield, IN  46140;  or via 
email at: ramintl@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

INFORMATION ON  
RECEPTIONS, FESTIVALS  

& DEGREES 
 
At the very end of this Newsletter you will find 
copies of flyers for many of the activities 
throughout the year – some, but not all, 
Receptions as well as Degree conferrals, 
whether individual or part of a Festival.  For 
other events not included here, refer to the 
Grand High Priest Calendar summarized below, 
or with full details, at the Grand York Rite 
website.  Of particular note are the Northern 
California York Rite Festival for Chapter and 
Council on August 15-16 2015, in Red Bluff; the 
outdoor Mark Master Degree in Half Moon Bay 
the morning of August 29th; and the Colorado 
River Fall Festival (CRFF) in Laughlin, NV on 
Oct 19-20, 2015.  Go to www.crff.org  for 
information on the latter.  A Ladies’ Tea at the 
CRFF is shown on one of the flyers at the end of 
this newsletter. 
 

 

SWORD AND TROWEL CRYPTIC 
COUNCIL 

This new Council is being formed as a York Rite 
companion council to the Siminoff Chapter #163, 
meeting at the Masonic Homes in Union City.  
See the flyer below for details on the Institution 
ceremony, planned for August 1st in Alameda. 

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
mailto:ramintl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.crff.org/
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COMPTCHE OUTDOOR 
DEGREES 

 
The 43rd Annual Comptche Outdoor Royal Arch 
Degrees a few days ago were a great success, 
owing to the great planning by Excellent 
Companion Guy Chalmers and the support of 
Companion Larry Tunzi, who makes his ranch 
available to us for the week.  Twelve candidates 
were exalted, with Most Excellent Companion 
Steve Goad serving as High Priest, and the 
remainder of the cast arranged by M.E.C. Edgar 
Fentum, the Degree Master. 
 

 

 
Edgar has remarked:  “Special thanks to M. E. 
C. Robert Wright, E. C. Paul Erickson and E. C. 
Leland Routt for stepping in at the last minute to 
fill vacancies. The conferral, in the idyllic setting 
of redwoods, had a deep impact upon the 
candidates and was a pleasurable experience to 
all who were present to witness the presentation 
of this august degree. Personally, I learn 
something new every time I view the Royal Arch 
Degree. This time the perambulation with the 
Ark and recitation by our Grand Lecturer began 

to make sense and represents the ideal 
standard for this particular ritual.” 
_____________________________ 
 
 

 

 

THE CLOTHES LINE 

A line of Jackets for our York Rite bodies 
continues to be available at MP. 
ENTERPRISES. The price for red and blue is 
great -- $75.00 plus tax and shipping, for sizes 
34 to 49 in short, regular and tall; and $87.00 
plus tax and shipping for sizes 50 to 60, also in 
short, regular, and tall.  Purple Jackets are little 
more expensive at $95.00 for the smaller and 
$107.00 for the larger.  Also available are Men’s 
and ladies’ vests, tuxedos and shirts, pins, 
patches, and flags, and OES T-Shirts. Contact 
Max Luy at (510) 502-3224; or at his website:  
www.mpenterprises.weebly.com; or directly to 
his email at maxluy@hotmail.com. 

 
ENCOMPASSER 

 
 
The July 2015 edition of the Encompasser has 
been mailed and is now on the website.  Go to 
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org and click 
on The Encompasser on the left hand toolbar.  
You can help us control cost by letting us 
know you are willing to take the 
Encompasser by email only. 
 
Check out the new format available – you 
can now read the Encompasser online!  No 
need to even print it out.  Many thanks to our 
web-master, Excellent Companion Richard 
Thornton, for his efforts in applying this 
technology to our needs! 

http://www.mpenterprises.weebly.com/
mailto:maxluy@hotmail.com
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/


                                    Page 5 of 15 

GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S CALENDAR 

JULY – DECEMBER  2015 

 
 
Date 

 
Event 

 
Location 

July 3 4-Way Reception Van Nuys 

July 4 4th of July Parade Newhall 

July 4 Drill Team BBQ LA #9 

July 5 Ice Cream Social San Luis Obispo 

July 11 New England 
Dinner, Ventura 
Valley Scottish 
Rite 

Camarillo 

July 18 Reception, Dist 17 Kernville 

July 23 Official Visit San Diego 

July 24 AVAILABLE FOR 
RECEPTION 

 

July 26 3-Way Reception Salinas 

July 31 3-Way Reception Fairfield 

August 1 3-Way Reception, 
East Bay YR  

Alameda 

August 2 3-Way Reception, 
Peninsula YR 

Orange Park, 
South SF 

Aug 6 – 9 Grand 
Encampment 
Triennial 

Buffalo, NY 

Aug 14 – 
15 

Ritual Staff 
Conference 

Bakersfield 

Aug 20 – 
23 

Grand Chapter 
Sessions 

Arizona 

Aug 28 – 
30 

Inspector’s 
Retreat, South 

Irvine 

Sept 5 – 7 AVAILABLE FOR 
RECEPTION 

 

Sept 12 Capitular Festival Van Nuys 

Oct 8 3-Way Reception Sebastopol 

Oct 9 – 
11 

Annual 
Communication, 
Grand Lodge 

San Francisco 

Oct 11 3-Way Reception Sacramento 

Oct 18 – 
20 

Colorado River 
Fall Festival 

Laughlin, NV 

Oct 30 – 
Nov 1 

Southwest 
Regional 

Las Vegas, NV 

Nov 15 3-Way Reception Santa Monica 

Nov 19 -
22 

World Conference, 
Grand Masters 

San Francisco 

Nov 24 – 
30 

Thanksgiving 
Holiday 

 

Dec 5 AVAILABLE FOR 
RECEPTION 

 

Dec 19 AVAILABLE FOR 
RECEPTION 

 

Dec 22 – 
30 

Christmas Holiday  

Dec 31 – 
Jan 3 

New Years Holiday  

 
 

 

 
 

 

GRAND CHAPTER CONTACT 

INFORMATION 
 

Grand High Priest: 

Steven R. Goad, KYGCH 

 2300 Diamond Head Way 

Oxnard, CA  93036-7762  

 (760) 608-1585 (C) 

(760) 939-9704 (W) Weds-Fri 

(805) 989-4748 (W) Mon-Tues 

 Steve.Goad9@gmail.com  

 

Grand Secretary: 

 Ken Hope 

11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13 

Artesia, CA 90701-3872 

(562) 924-6500 (W) 

(562) 484-1611(C) 

sec-rec@californiayorkrite.org  

 

 

Editor: 

 Phil Hardiman, KYGCH 

 2713 Hoffman Woods Lane 

 Carmichael, CA  95608 

 (916) 712-4814(C) 

 philipandnancy@aol.com 

mailto:Steve.Goad9@gmail.com
mailto:sec-rec@californiayorkrite.org
mailto:philipandnancy@aol.com
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Website: 

 

WWW.YORKRITEOFCALIFORNIA.ORG 

 

GOLDEN STATE CHAPTER OF RESEARCH 

Website: 

 

WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG  

 

GRAND SESSIONS, FORMS & SCHEDULES 

Website: 

 

WWW.CA-GYRS.ORG  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/
http://www.ca-gyrs.org/
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The Royal Arch Chapters of 

District 17 of California, 
Invites you to our annual BBQ 

and a Visit from Our Grand 
High Priest, Steve Goad 

Particulars: 

WHERE: Kernville Masonic Center 
 
WHEN: Saturday, July 18, 2015, 
  Social Hour starts at 5 PM, and dinner at 6 PM. 
 

WHO: All Royal Arch Masons, and their guests 
 

FOOD: Hamburgers, Chicken Breast, beans, coleslaw and 

     desert. Ice Tea and coffee. 
 

RSVP:  
 
Ex. Comp. Tom Mc Kinney at H - 760-376-6962 or C - 760-417-9265 

with # in your party 
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Sword and Trowel Cryptic Council 

 
34400 Mission Blvd 

Union City CA 94587-3604 

 

 

The INSTITUTION of the new council  
WILL BE ON  

 
Saturday, AUGUST 1st 

 
AT the 

ALAMEDA MASONIC TEMPLE 
2312 ALAMEDA AVE. ALAMEDA 94501 

 
AT 1 P.M. 

BEFORE THE 3-WAY E.B.Y.R. RECEPTION 
AT 3 P.M. 

 

Please make your reservations for the 3-way Reception with E:.Comp. 

Marion Rogers 

Marion.rogers@comcast.net 

 

 
 

LABOR OMNIA VINCIT 

mailto:Marion.rogers@comcast.net
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Sacramento Area York Rite Bodies: 
 

Auburn, Folsom, Nevada City, Sacramento, Woodland, Yuba City 

 
Invite you to attend a  

Grand York Rite Reception  
Honoring  

 

Steven R. Goad, Most Excellent Grand High Priest 

Brett A. MacDonald, Most Illustrious Grand Master 

Sir Knight Fenton R. Mereness, Right Eminent Grand Commander  
 

Sunday, October 11, 2015 
Sacramento Masonic Temple 

1123 J Street, Sacramento, California 

Social Hour at 4:00 PM 

Dinner 5:00 PM 

Program to follow 

 
Seating is limited. Please make your reservation with  

Richard Wilson (916) 704-6908          D246rich@surewest.net 

    Phil Hardiman    (916) 712-4814       Philipandnancy@aol.com 

 
RSVP NO LATER THAN October 4, 2015 

NOTE: No Tickets Sold At the Door 

 

 
Cost for dinner is $20. RSVP with your choice of Steak, Chicken or Veg.  

 

Make Checks Payable to Sacramento York Rite Bodies 

And send to Sacramento York Rite, 1123 J Street, Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Dress is Suit or York Rite Coat and tie for men and dress or pant suit for ladies. 
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