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ONE MAN HAS MADE A DIFFERENCE

As a tribute to his long and
meritorious service, we are rerunning his paper “ONE MAN CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE,” published in
GRAND ORATIONS, 2013.

KENNETH GEORGE HOPE

Although the article extols the
accomplishments and virtues of Bro.
George Perkins, it is equally
applicable to Ken, as well. For over
25 years, he has been a stabilizing
force for the Grand York Rite bodies,
and has devoted his life to their
success.
ONE MAN CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
By Kenneth G. Hope, Grand Secretary

After more than 25 years of dedicated
service,
our
Grand
Secretary/Recorder is ‘pulling the
plug’ – he has retired at the end of
October, 2017. Ken is a member of
Bellflower No. 320. He was Master in
1998 of Gardena Moneta Lodge No.
372, and was raised in July of 1974.
He is a Knight of the York Cross of
Honor; Past Governor York Rite
College; Past Sovereign Master AMD;
Past Sovereign Red Cross of
Constantine; Past Prior HRAKTP;
Honorary PGHP, MIPGM, PGC.
He has been married to Sonny Hope
for 55 years and has a daughter, son
and 6 grand-children.

How many times have you heard the
phrase “one man can make a
difference?” I’m sure you have heard it
many times, and here I am today saying
it again . . . “One man can make a
difference,” but this time I am going to
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give you an example of such a man
who changed the course of history in
America, and especially, California.
Naturally he was a Mason, and as you
all know so well, that is not unusual,
because Masons have been changing
the course of history all over the world
since the time they were founded. The
year was 1880 and Bro. George
Perkins was a Past Grand Master of
Masons in California and now serving
as the Grand Commander of the Grand
Commandery. In his spare time, he
was the Governor of California.
As the governor of California, he
realized that the centers of power in
America were on the East coast, and
California was considered by them to
be part of the Wild West . . . full of
Indians and desperados . . . a place
you read about but wouldn’t want to
visit. . . and certainly not a safe place
for women and children. Furthermore,
the only way to get to the west coast
was by ship, train or horseback . . . . a
long trip by any means. Plus it was
expensive . . . so who would want to
go to California anyway. Without this
movement of people to California, the
state would not grow and prosper,
business, real estate, commerce etc
would not grow and everything would
remain stagnant. Remember, California
had just become a state in 1850.
Bro. George had a great idea. If he
could only get those stuffy Easterners
to come to California and see for
themselves that San Francisco was a
great city, as modern as any on the
east coast, and that bullets and arrows
weren’t flying around, that it was safe
for women and children, that it had all
the modern conveniences of any city
in the East, that it was a law abiding

state, had some of the finest restaurants
and hotels, modern paved streets, and
above all, that the people were friendly .
. . . . if only he could get those
Easterners to see for themselves.
Governor George decided that it was
high time that California be put on the
map, that for the first time in history,
Americans were going to find out what a
wonderful state this was, and what a
grand city San Francisco was. Sir
Knight George decided that the Knights
Templar would lead the way as only they
could. First he had to convince the
Templars of California that they could
achieve this formidable task . . . .
remember, that in 1880 there were only
1,000 knights in California! Convincing
the knights was no easy matter . . . .
how could they afford this endeavor . . .
how could only a few knights do so
much in such a short period of time,
this had never been done before and so
on. All of you have heard these
arguments many times. Leadership
came naturally to this man, and he
managed to convince his brothers that
all was possible, and if anyone could do
it, it was the Templars of California.
Sir Knight George and 145 Sir Knights
and 88 of their ladies departed for
Chicago for the 21st Triennial of the
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar
of the United States of America. They
hired a military band, the 2nd
Regimental band to go with them to
Chicago. A Grand Standard for
California was purchased specially to
be taken with them and a special train
exclusively for the Knights Templar and
their families was arranged. If they were
going to Chicago, they would go in
style. They had to convince the world
that Californians were not a bunch of
uncivilized cowboys. Cowboy boots,
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hats and Bermuda shorts were not
packed on this trip. The correct
Templar uniform was worn, swords
were polished, and plumes were
fluffed up . . . . they were going to
change the Easterners concept of the
Wild West.
At the 21st Triennial Conclave of the
Grand Encampment, Sir Knight George
offered to host the 22nd Triennial in
San Francisco! His leadership qualities
and persuasive personality overcame
the fears and tribulations of the
Eastern Templars . . . . promising them
Templar hospitality and knightly
courtesies for one and all. Safety for
women and children was guaranteed,
special trains and escorts would be
provided, horses for the Sir Knights,
carriages for their ladies, the finest
food and lodgings and the best
whiskey for the banquets would be
theirs for the asking. After much
deliberation and soul searching, a
motion was made, seconded and
carried to hold the 22nd Triennial in
San Francisco in 1883. Sir Knight
George and his fellow knights had
accomplished the first phase of their
plan to open the West. They came
back to San Francisco feeling pretty
proud of themselves, and rightly so.
They also came back $2,304 in debt.
This
sum was
made
up
by
subscriptions from the 1,000 Sir
Knights. To help finance the 1883
Triennial, each Sir Knight was
assessed 50 cents. The Grand
Commander also admonished the
membership to be vigilant and not
lower their standards for admission in
the Order that “stands pre-eminent
above any other human organization.”
At this time, it was Templar law that it
would be unknightly conduct if a Sir

Knight solicited members for the
Orders!!! It should be noted here that
before one could become a Knight
Templar, that is to say, before he
received the Order of the Temple, he
had to purchase his own uniform and
equipment. After receiving the Order of
the Red Cross, if the candidate did not
purchase his uniform, he would not be
knighted. There was no Order of Malta
in those days. Initiation fees in 1880
were $100 . . . a very considerable sum
of money, equivalent to $15,000 in
today’s dollars!!! The uniform and
equipment would cost another $100 and
a horse would be extra. One had to be
serious about becoming a Knight
Templar in those days. The Orders were
conferred on one candidate at a time.
Commanderies conferring the Orders
on more than one candidate were
severely reprimanded!
Now that Grand Encampment had
agreed to come to San Francisco in
1883,
Perkins
and
the
Grand
Commandery had to convince the
people of San Francisco of what a
wonderful thing the Knights Templar
had done for them. They need the total
commitment of the public; they needed
their homes, their horses and carriages,
their donations and their resolve to
decorate the city and make the
Easterners and their families feel
welcome. The people of San Francisco
responded, with their hearts and
pocketbooks with great enthusiasm.
This was going to be the first time in the
history of California that any convention
or any large group of people would
come to the West Coast, and they were
determined to give them the best of
everything they could offer. If it worked,
more would follow, business would
pickup, people would come from the
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East and buy houses, and shops
would open, and schools would be
built, and money would start flowing
into the State, and more roads would
be built, and more hospitals, more
hotels, more stables, more carriages
would be needed, new trains would be
needed to accommodate the increased
passenger load, and all this translated
into more jobs and more money and
so on. The average citizen soon
realized what Sir Knight George and
his Templars had done in Chicago.
They had a golden opportunity to
show off the Golden State and the
beautiful city of San Francisco, and
they were going to do everything in
their power, in their own little way to
show the Easterners that the West had
grown up and was a match for
anything the East had to offer, maybe
more.
George and his committee left no
stone unturned. They convinced the
railroads to offer a 25% discount for
any Templar and his family from the
East. The railroad magnates also had
an eye on the future and they could
see what profits lay in the not too
distant future for them. The citizens
responded by providing carriages and
horses for the visitors from the East,
and decorated every building in the
city with bunting and banners, the
likes of which had never been seen
before. After all, Governor and Sir
Knight George had told them that this
was the most important event in
Templar history in California and also
for the State. They were not going to
let him down. George did one other
thing to ensure success. It was not
enough for the visitors to have a good
time,

he wanted everyone in America to know
what a wonderful place and how safe it
was, and how modern and what a good
place it was to raise a family. So he
invited all the Eastern newspaper
editors and writers to be the guests of
the city, and they also responded and
they came West with the Knights.
George covered all the bases, as he
early on realized that it was not enough
to just get the Templars involved, he
had to have every man and woman in
California involved too. Hence the whole
community insisted on claiming a share
of the honor, and spontaneously
resolved to make the occasion a season
of unrestricted hospitality, civic display,
happiness and social cheer. Trainload
after trainload of Templars, their families
and newspapermen arrived in San
Francisco, and were met at the railroad
station by the various mounted patrols
from the Commanderies and escorted to
their hotels. Bands played and Sir
Knights in full uniform presented
swords for the visiting dignitaries.
Finally, the Grand Parade took place, ten
divisions strong with swords glistening
in the sun, marching past the review
stand, a pageant never before seen in
California, and witnessed by the public
from the sidewalks, balconies and
windows all along the parade route.
The 22nd Triennial was everything Sir
Knight George had promised, and the
Grand Commander was justly proud in
claiming that it was the most notable
event in Templar Masonry in California.
This feeling was shared by all who
attended and California Templary won
the esteem and affection of their
brothers, as the newspapers on the East
Coast attested. The West had won the
hearts and minds of the Easterners, and
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nothing would ever be the same again.
Not one visitor had been shot by an
arrow, no train was held
eld up and
robbed, and all went home safe and
sound.

Grand Encampment
1883 Triennial Conclave Medal
San Francisco, California
The Grand Commandery did rather
well financially, not one cent of its
funds was used. Donations paid for
everything and left a balance of $7,000
. . . . a considerable sum of money in
1883. This money left over from the
Triennial was invested as a permanent
permanen
fund called “The California Grand
Commandery Knight Templar Drill
Fund.” Tuesday, August 21, 1883 the
Grand Encampment
opened
for

business meetings and lasted until
Friday. The Divine Service was a new
feature at the Triennial and was “The
greatest feature
ure of the Conclave.”
Seventy
banners
of
different
Commanderies hung in the Grand
Asylum. There was entertainment every
evening in the pavilion, with a different
program each night. The ladies
provided a “Garden of Welcome” for the
visitors, which was one of the most
pleasing features of the Conclave. There
were excursions around the bay by
boat, and by rail to the vineyards and
wineries of Napa Valley, to Santa Rosa,
Santa Cruz, Monterey and other areas.
The Grand Master was greeted by the
Mayor of San Fra
Francisco and other
officials. The Grand Lodge laid a
cornerstone to the Garfield monument
in Golden Gate Park, and the military
took part in that too, including veterans
and government officials. The Grand
Banquet was held at the Palace Hotel
and was “everything
hing the heart could
wish.” 3,000 rooms were taken up by
the Sir Knights. The San Francisco
police cooperated fully with every wish
and the grand parade had no
interruptions, and the knights marched
down the broadest and finest avenues
in the city, which were
ere cleaned the night
before! San Francisco, California and
the West Coast have never been the
same since the 22nd Triennial of the
Grand Encampment. One man made a
difference, and he was a Master Mason
and Knight Templar.
The above narrative shows what a
person with vision, determination and a
positive attitude can do. Sure the odds
were high, and sure the opposition was
great. There was little or no money and
very little time. The entire concept in the
East was anti-West.
West. But they can be and
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were overcome. We Masons today
need to have a vision of tomorrow, a
determination and positive attitude to
make our fraternity significant to the
next generation in a world that does
not know how desperately our
principles of brotherly love are needed
if there is ever going to be peace in the
world.
GRAND SESSIONS 2018
Dates for the 2018 California Grand York
Rite

The York Rite Sovereign College has
developed a self-study educational
program, similar in concept to the Scottish
Rite’s Master Craftsman Program, for the
York Rite bodies. It is available to any
York Rite Mason by enrollment through
the Sovereign College Office. Cost is only
$30. Eight resources are made available,
seven of them at no cost. Your editor
purchased the other from Amazon for
$1.99! These resources include books by
Mackey, Thomas Smith Webb, Jeremy
Cross, Bernard Jones, Jackson Chase
and George Cooper Connor. You will be
happy to have these resources on your
PC! Or your eBook reader. For
information, contact the College Office at
(313) 833-1385.
EDITOR'S MESSAGE

CALENDARS OF PRESIDING OFFICERS
The itineraries can be found at the Grand
York Rite website. Hold down the CTRL

For M.I.G.M Lee Whelan go to:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/cal
endar.html
For R.E.G.C. Tom Thomas go to:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commande
ry/itinerary.html

TRIP TO ISRAEL

Monday, May 21, 2018 – Grand Council
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 – Grand Commandery
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 – Grand Chapter

COMPANION ADEPT OF THE TEMPLE

key and click on the line below. For M.E.C.
Randy
Downey
go
to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royal
arch/ghpcalendar.html

Most Excellent Companion Randy
Downey writes:
“Have you ever imagined yourself
traveling to Jerusalem, and visiting the
place which is so significant in the
history and symbology of York Rite
Masonry? Here is your opportunity. In
April of 2018, join my wife, Micki, and
me, as the Grand Chapter of California
will sponsor a trip to Israel, with an
optional excursion to Jordon and
magnificent Petra.
“We will visit the ancient port of Joppa,
so significant to Masons, and see the
Templar city of Acco. We will stay at the
Sea of Galilee, visit Tel Dan in the north,
source of the River Jordan, and taste
wine in the Golan Heights. We will see
Bethlehem, swim in the Dead Sea, and
spend three days in Jerusalem.
“In Jerusalem, we will visit Temple
Mount, site of the first and second
temples, and headquarters of the
Knights Templar in Jerusalem. We will
see the Western Wall, and explore the
Western Wall Tunnels, an ongoing
excavation, reaching to the foundation
of the Temple Mount retaining wall, and
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will be as close as possible to the
original
site
of
the
Sanctum
Sanctorum. Also while in Jerusalem,
we will visit King Solomon's quarries,
tour the old Jewish Quarter, and visit
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
“This is but a sampling of what we will
see and do on what may be a
profound, and in some cases a lifealtering journey. Further details are
provided on pages 10-11 below,” and
can
also
be
found
at:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royal
arch/ra_pdf_files/Grand_High_Priest_I
srael.pdf
COMMUNICATIONS
As mentioned in previous editions of
the Encompasser, communications are
vital to assist those seeking further
light in Masonry. So resolve now to
ACT: 1) broadcast this publication far
and wide, and encourage each of your
York Rite bodies to buy a 2-year
subscription; 2) broadcast the monthly
Workman to the leaders of all your
bodies; 3) access the following
websites,
and
see
that
your
Companions are aware of their
existence and how to access them:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
www.goldenstatechapter.org
www.yorkrite.org
And as you continue into this York Rite
year, make every effort you can to
continually remind your membership of
the Colorado River Fall Festival
every October.
Confer the Mark
Master as often as you can and build
interest in our brethren of pursuing
further light.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Masonic Family has a large number of
scholarships available to our youth, but how many of
those in need of assistance really "KNOW" they are
available?
California
Royal
requirements:

Arch

$1,000

Scholarship

A member of the Masonic Family (ie:
Rainbow, Jobs Daughter or Demolay)
A US Citizen
A California Resident
A 3.0 Grade Point Average
Deadline to apply: March 1, 2018
Once chosen, the award of $1,000 is renewable for
a total of 5 years, as long as the requirements are
maintained.
Do you know a Rainbow Girl, Job's Daughter or
DeMolay that could benefit by knowing this
information? What are you waiting for - make that
call!
GOLDEN STATE RESEARCH CHAPTER
Companions,
I hope when you receive this message, you are in
good spirits and in good health.
I first want to thank all of the companions who
attended the Golden State Research Chapter’s
semi-annual meeting held at Grand Lodge in the
California room Saturday October 14. We were able
to conduct business, accept several applications for
affiliation and we were also presented with a paper
presented by Most Excellent Philip Hardiman on a
scientific theory of how manna could have been
available for the Israelites while on there 40 years
journey in the wilderness.
Other business items discussed at the meeting
were:
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The Golden State Chapter web site moved
hosting
facilities,
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/ ,
The New Golden State Research Publication
which include Orations and services for 2015,



2016, and 2017 is now available at a cost of
$20.
MEC Phil now as our Treasurer, that the
financial account for GSRC will be moved to
an institution in the Sacramento area.

GRAND YORK RITE
CONTACT INFORMATION

I’m excited about the publication of this year’s
booklet. It is an excellent source of educational
material that Dais Officers of each Chapter can
share at their convocations. Also, now is the right
time to join the Research Chapter, as I know our
esteemed Secretary is going to propose we raise
the fee to $20 from $10.

Most Excellent Grand High Priest:

I also want to acknowledge the hard work and
commitment to the craft that MEC(Honorary) Ken
Hope who is officially retiring at the end of
October. He has served the Grand Chapter and
many bodies in the California York Rite which
include service for the Golden State Research
Chapter for so many years. Thank you Ken from
all the members of GSRC.

Most Illustrious Grand Master:

In closing, please keep a prayer in your heart for
all the people affected by the recent fire storm in
Sonoma and Napa County.
Especially, the
members, family and friends of the four Royal Arch
chapters in the affected areas.

Fraternally,
REC Anthony “Tony” Yuson, KYCH
High Priest, Golden State Research Chapter

Feb 9
Feb 17
Mar 9 - 10
Apr 22 –
May 5
May 19 -23

3-Way Reception
3-Way Reception
Grand Officers
Conference
Grand Chapter
Trip to Israel
Grand York Rite

Right Eminent Grand Commander
Thomas N. Thomas, KCT
(562) 618-4714 (Cellular)
TomHoytAuto@aol.com
Grand Secretary:

Editor:
Richard Thornton, KYCH
(209) 747-9518 (Cellular)
sj19secretary@att.net

RECEPTIONS, FESTIVALS AND OTHER EVENTS

Event

Lee P. Whelan, KYGCH
(951) 830-1295 (Cellular)
whelanelectric@hotmail.com

Phil Hardiman, KYGCH
1123 J Street
Sacramento, CA
(562) 924-6500 (Work – 1/1/18)
(916) 712-4814 (Cellular)
sec-rec@californiayorkrite.org

“Be safe and I hope I can see you in my travels”.

Date

Randy R. Downey, KCT, KYGCH
(408) 674-8341 (Cellular)
oldmandowney@msn.com

Websites:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org

Location
Santa Rosa
San Diego
Visalia

If you need access to the confidential features
of the website, contact one of the officers
above for userid and password.

Israel and Jordan

GRAND SESSIONS:
www.ca-gyrs.org

Visalia

If you would like to attend any of these events and
need to know particulars about where and when and
cost, please call any of the contact numbers below.
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WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER
www.goldenstatechapter.org
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WE
NEED
SUBSCRIBERS
The California Encompasser is requesting
subscribers to assist with the ever increasing
costs of paper, printing and postage. We are
also in constant need of new items, fillers,
pictures, jokes, educational papers (short) and
anything else you might be able to think of.

S u b s c r i p t i o n F o r m
Yes! I would appreciate receiving the California Encompasser.
You will find my check for $100.00 enclosed for a lifetime
subscription or $40.00 for a two-year subscription.
NAME: ______________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
CITY, ST & ZIP:
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California Freemasons
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“Masonry on the Rise”

