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GRAND COMMANDERY MESSAGE

0BU

My Lady Susan and I wish to thank the Sir Knights and the
Commanderies for all the kindness, generosity, and
hospitality extended to us during our visits. We are having
a great year and we have you to thank.
I have, this year, scheduled Dais Officer Workshops. These
workshops covered topics like Administration, Protocol &
Special Events, Ritual & Tactics, Maintaining High
Standards, and, of course, Leadership. Many of you have
attended and we have received a lot of positive feedback.
Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedules to
make these a success. We are planning to continue with
these efforts in the future.
I also want to commend the Sir Knights of California for
their showing at the Triennial for Grand Encampment. I’m
pleased and proud to have had such a strong showing. I
also have to specifically commend Los Angeles
Commandery No. 9 for the drill competition. I witnessed
this and was very impressed. It was no surprise to me that
you won the Class B Drill Competition. Well done!!!
U

U

As most of you know, my theme for the year is “God calls
ordinary people to do extraordinary things” and the Bible
passage I’ve selected is Joshua 24:15, “As for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord.” Sir Knights & Companions,
once again I ask that you, as ordinary York Rite Masons, do
your best to make a difference in some way to those around
you. Commit to take full responsibility for your family.
Pray for others and treat them with kindness and respect.
Be fathers and mentors for your children. Be an example
for others. Help a widow, help a child, help a friend. If
you make a real difference in the life of one person you
have accomplished an extraordinary thing. So, please, take
some time to consider what you can do to make a
difference. And as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord. Thank you.
Bud Ramsey KYGCH
Right Eminent Grand Commander

membership building program, the incoming High
Priests should continue the effort to market the York
Rite to our Blue Lodge brethren. If we don’t ‘put
ourselves out there,’ then the other organizations,
worthy as they are and interesting as their work is, are
going to grab the brethren.
So keep up the good work – continue to visit the Blue
Lodges in your area. Ask the new Master if you can
address the Brethren and hand out petitions. Explain
why the York Rite is the natural, logical extension of
the Craft Degrees. Offer the Mark Master Degree at
no cost, and tell them when and where it will be
conferred. If you will do so prior to your annual or
semi-annual Festivals, you will find that most of these
candidates will actually decide to go forward with all
Chapter Degrees.
By organizing your Chapter
members to visit Blue Lodges individually or with
you, and by supplying them with an abundance of
petitions, you will find candidates coming out of the
wood-work. There is a genuine interest in the
information we have to offer in our Degrees –
legendary, historical, and spiritual in nature.
Complement these organizing and marketing activities
with interesting programs and speakers at your Stated
and Special Convocations, and your membership will
value what your Chapter has to offer. Speak early in
the year about the importance of enjoying the Royal
Arch experience and emphasize how much focus there
is on “Peace, Love and Unity.” Make use of the
wealth of information available on the Research
Chapter website: www.goldenstatechapter.org . And I
trust that 2012 will close out as an excellent year and
2013 will rival its success for you!
HU

UH

Check out the new Northern California York Rite
Association, with their success at their recently
concluded First Festival for Chapter and Council
Degrees.
Bob Wright KYGCH
Most Excellent Grand High Priest

GRAND CHAPTER MESSAGE

1BU

SERIOUS TAX MATTER

U

Now is the time, as we return from the summer, for
Chapter Kings to be planning for 2013. Who will your
appointed officers be and how will they be organized to
build your membership? We are all Builders, in some
fashion or another – that is the nature of being a
Freemason. During the last few years, most of the local
Chapters have been successful in recruiting candidates
for the Mark Master conferrals. To sustain this
Page 2 of 16

In the August 2012 edition of the monthly Knight
Templar magazine, Grand Encampment warned of
an impending TAX deadline. Here, verbatim, is that
warning:
Very few of us enjoy hearing about tax changes, but
they have to be dealt with whether we like them or

not. If your Commandery is doing taxes the same
way you always did, you are in serious trouble.
In the good old days, small non-profit organizations
with less than $25,000 annual gross revenue did not
have to file federal tax returns. This applied to most
of our Commanderies. Beginning in 2007, all U. S.
non-profit organizations must file, regardless of how
small they are. The smallest organizations do not
have to file the full form 990 but do have to file at
least the form 990-N, e-postcard.
This has been discussed in Grand Encampment
department meetings starting in 2008. If your U. S.
Commandery or other non-profit Masonic
organization has not filed some type of form 990 with
the IRS for 2007, 2008, or 2009, you are no longer
exempt from income tax effective May 17, 2010.
ACT NOW. For a short time, the IRS is allowing
organizations such as ours to regain their exempt
status. This includes a discounted fee of $100, an
expedited and simplified application process (form
1024) and retroactive reinstatement. The deadline
for this temporary relief is December 31, 2012. Yes –
this year only. Any organization that has not taken
advantage of this relief will have to pay four times
more, complete a more difficult application, and will
not get retroactive reinstatement. This means you
will be paying federal income tax on all income
including dues.

taxation is a complex and specialized subject. A
qualified professional should be consulted if
necessary.
ERNEST BORGNINE, REST IN PEACE

U

From the Scottish Rite Journal of April 2011, we
learn: In 2000, Ill. Borgnine received his 50-year pin
as a Mason in Abingdon Lodge No. 48, Abingdon,
Virginia. He joined the Valley of Los Angeles in
1964, received the KCCH in 1979, was coroneted a
33° Inspector General Honorary in 1983, and
received the Grand Cross of the Court of Honour in
1991. More details of his larger than normal life can
be seen in this extract from a NY Times Obituary:
Extracted from article
Published: July 8, 2012

by

ANITA

GATES ,

HU

UH

Ernest Borgnine , the rough-hewn actor who seemed
destined for tough-guy characters but won an
Academy Award for embodying the gentlest of souls,
a lonely Bronx butcher, in the 1955 film “Marty,“
died on Sunday in Los Angeles. He was 95.
HU

UH

HU

UH

The process for this one time offer has been discussed
at department meetings for the last year and
provided to Grand Recorders. The information is
also available on the Grand Encampment website
(the section on downloads). There you can find a
PowerPoint presentation on the subject, a sample
form, and instructions.
Help can be obtained
through your Grand Recorder. Your time is limited,
and it will cost you to miss the deadline.
It’s natural to hope that new complexity doesn’t
apply to us. However, natural isn’t the same as real.
If you have missed the boat since 2007, your last
chance to board is now. ACT NOW – December 31,
2012, is the deadline. SEE PAGE 15 FOR THE 17
CALIFORNIA BODIES AT RISK.
IRS Circular 230 – Please be advised that, based on
current IRS rules and standards, the advice
contained herein is not intended to be used, nor can it
be used, for the avoidance of any tax penalty that the
IRS could assess related to these matters. Non-profit
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Brother Borgnine in 2004
….. Mr. Borgnine, who later starred on “McHale’s
Navy” on television, made his first memorable
impression in films at age 37, appearing in “From
Here to Eternity” (1953) as Fatso Judson, the sadistic
stockade sergeant who beats Frank Sinatra’s character,
Private Maggio, to death. … The 1950s had emerged
as the decade of the common man, with Willy Loman
of “Death of a Salesman” on Broadway and the likes
HU

UH

of the bus driver Ralph Kramden ( “The
Honeymooners” ) and the factory worker Chester Riley
( “The Life of Riley” ) on television. Mr. Borgnine’s
Marty Pilletti, a 34-year-old blue-collar bachelor who
still lives with his mother, fit right in, showing the tender
side of the average, unglamorous guy next door. …
HU
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Mr. Borgnine received the Oscar for best actor for
“Marty.” For the same performance he also received a
Golden Globe and awards from the New York Film
Critics Circle, the National Board of Review and the
British Academy of Film and Television Arts.
Mr. Borgnine won even wider fame as the star of the
ABC sitcom “McHale’s Navy” (1962-66), originating
the role of an irreverent con man of a PT boat skipper.
(The cast also included a young Tim Conway.) He wrote
in his autobiography, “Ernie” (Citadel Press, 2008), that
he had turned down the role because he refused to do a
television series but changed his mind when a boy came
to his door selling candy and said, although he knew
who James Arness of “Gunsmoke” and Richard Boone
of “Have Gun, Will Travel” were, he had never heard of
Ernest Borgnine.
HU

UH

Over a career that lasted more than six decades the burly,
big-voiced Mr. Borgnine was never able to escape
typecasting completely, at least in films. ….. the vast
majority of the characters he played were villains.
Military roles continued to beckon. But he worked in
virtually every genre. Filmmakers cast him as a gangster
… He played gruff police officers … Mr. Borgnine’s
menacing features seemed to disappear when he flashed
his trademark gap-toothed smile … “McHale’s Navy”
and the 1964 film inspired by it were his most notable
forays into comedy, but in 1999 he began doing the
voice of a recurring character, the elderly ex-superhero
Mermaidman, in the animated series “SpongeBob
SquarePants.” He continued to play that role until last
year. …
Ermes Effron Borgnino was born on Jan. 24, 1917, in
Hamden, Conn., near New Haven. His father was a
railroad brakeman. His mother was said to be the
daughter of a count, Paolo Boselli, an adviser to King
Victor Emmanuel of Italy. The boy spent several years
of his childhood in Italy, where his mother returned
during a long separation from her husband. But they
returned to Connecticut, and he graduated from high
school there.

that he try acting. Her reasoning, he reported, was,
“You’ve always liked making a damned fool of
yourself.” …
Mr. Borgnine, who lived in Beverly Hills, was married
five times. In 1949 he married Rhoda Kemins, whom
he had met when they were both in the Navy. They had
a daughter but divorced in 1958. On New Year’s Eve
1959 he and the Mexican-born actress Katy Jurado
were married; they divorced in 1962. His third
marriage was his most notorious because of its brevity.
He and the Broadway musical star Ethel Merman
married in late June 1964 but split up in early August.
Mr. Borgnine later contended that Ms. Merman left
because she was upset that on an international
honeymoon trip he was recognized and she wasn’t.
HU

In 1965 he married Donna Rancourt; they had two
children before divorcing in 1972. In 1973 he married
for the fifth and last time, to Tova Traesnaes, who
under the name Tova Borgnine became a cosmetics
entrepreneur. She survives him, as do his children,
Christofer, Nancee and Sharon Borgnine; a stepson,
David Johnson; six grandchildren; and his sister,
Evelyn Verlardi.
Asked about his acting methods in 1973, Mr. Borgnine
told The New York Times: “No Stanislavsky. I don’t
chart out the life histories of the people I play. If I did,
I’d be in trouble. I work with my heart and my head,
and naturally emotions follow.” Sometimes he prayed,
he said, or just reflected on character-appropriate
thoughts. “If none of that works,” he added, “I think to
myself of the money I’m making.”

EDITOR'S MESSAGE

2BU

CALENDARS OF PRESIDING OFFICERS
The itineraries can be found at the Grand York Rite
website. Hold down the CTRL key and click on the
line below.
For M.E.C. Bob go to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghp
calendar.html
HU

U

For
M.I.G.M
Ray,
go
to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/counci
l_2012/2012_calendar.html
HU

U

For
R.E.C.
Bud,
go
to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/i
tinerary.html
HU

He joined the Navy at 18 and served for 10 years.
During World War II he was a gunner’s mate. After the
war he considered factory jobs, but his mother suggested
Page 4 of 16
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COMPANION ADEPT OF THE TEMPLE
The York Rite Sovereign College has developed a new
self-study educational program, similar in concept to the
Scottish Rite’s Master Craftsman Program, for the York
Rite bodies. It is available to any York Rite Mason by
enrollment through the Sovereign College Office. Cost
is only $30. Eight resources are made available, seven of
them at no cost. Your editor purchased the other from
Amazon for $1.99! These resources include books by
Mackey, Thomas Smith Webb, Jeremy Cross, Bernard
Jones, Jackson Chase and George Cooper Connor. You
will be happy to have these resources on your PC! Or
your eBook reader. For information, contact the College
Office at (313) 833-1385.

this phase of the subject. Chapters have also been
inserted on the subjects of Legend, Tradition and
Symbolism, all of which have had their influence on
the history. It is this rich legacy of Legend and
Symbolism that gave the Rite its popularity to the
present time, for the degrees stand entirely upon their
own merits and are not required for advancement to
any other rite or degree.” (Vol. I, page 8)
Contact the General Grand Recorder to acquire your
own copy of this valuable document. There are still
copies of the original 80 available at $100 for both
volumes, so act now to get your own set. Contact:
David A. Grindle, General Grand Recorder,
PO
Box
332,
Meridian
ID
83680-0332
Fax: 208-895-6612 e-mail: ggr@ggccmi.org
HU

U

RAM-I NEWSLETTER
COMMUNICATIONS
As you know, our Grand Chapter is associated with the
General Grand Chapter RAM International. The
General Grand Chapter is now publishing a newsletter
with international scope. Issue number 10 for August
of 2012 has been forwarded to local Chapter officers.
Please share as appropriate with your companions.
Scroll down the email to see California specific news.
In the August edition is an item about the upcoming
Colorado River Fall Festival, October 21, 22, and 23.

As mentioned in previous editions of the
Encompasser, communications are vital to assist those
seeking further light in Masonry. So resolve now to
ACT: 1) broadcast this publication far and wide, and
encourage each of your York Rite bodies to buy a 2year subscription; 2) broadcast the monthly Workman
to the leaders of all your bodies; 3) access the
following websites, and see that your Companions are
aware of their existence and how to access them:

Prior editions from March 2012 can also be found
under the Library tab at the Research Chapter website:
www.goldenstatechapter.org

HU

www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
www.goldenstatechapter.org
www.yorkrite.org

HU
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U
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HISTORY OF THE CRYPTIC RITE
General Grand Council has recently re-published a twovolume History, first published in 1931 and again in
1977. This new edition has just arrived and looks to be
very enlightening, especially as regards the relationship
of the Cryptic Rite to the Scottish Rite and the Royal
Arch.
The authors (Eugene E. Hinman, Ray V.
Denslow, and Charles C. Hunt) say in the Preface:
“It has been our purpose, therefore, to place within the
compass of a single work all that is known about the
Cryptic Rite. That the reader may have all possible
information at his disposal we have prepared an
appendix in which appear copies of the most important
documents, and selections from the writings of noted
students of the subject. …..
“While this work is essentially a history, that history
has been largely influenced by jurisdictional and legal
questions, and we have therefore prepared chapters on
Page 5 of 16

And as you continue into this Capitular year, make
every effort you can to continually remind your
membership of the Colorado River Fall Festival
next October. Confer the Mark Master as often as
you can and build interest in our brethren of pursuing
further light.

KNIGHT TEMPLAR ORDER
AND
THE ORDER OF MALTA

3BU

U

U

The most obvious question to arise is whether there is
any connection between those two religious and
military orders and the two modern Masonic orders
and how the present day Masonic orders complement
the main Masonic orders of the Craft and the Royal
Arch.

The Knight Templar Order and the Malta Order is the
formal title of two Masonic orders. The former derives
its inspiration from the original military order known as
The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and the Temple of
Solomon founded in 1118 (some sources say 1119), for
the express purpose of protecting pilgrims on their
journey from the coast to Jerusalem to worship at the
Holy Sepulcher (and which became known as the
Knights of the Temple or, simply, the Knights Templar).
The latter derives its inspiration from the order known as
the Hospitallers of St. John given ecclesiastical sanction
by Pope Paschall II in 1113 and dedicated to providing
succor and aid, particularly medical aid, to pilgrims and
later assuming a military role as well, almost rivaling
that of the Templars. In fact, the Hospitallers claimed
descent (at least spiritually and possibly actually) from a
Latin hospice founded in Jerusalem by Pope Gregory I
in about AD 603.
The origins of both Masonic orders are shrouded in the
mists of time and any historical link between the original
orders and the present day must be regarded as not
proven. With each passing year, more historic fact is
uncovered and there can now be no doubt at all that
when the military order of Knights Templar was
suppressed in 1307 by the activities in France of King
Philip IV (known as Philip Le Bel or The Fair) and Pope
Clement V, some knights escaped to and settled on the
west coast of Scotland. Indeed there is a fascinating and
persistent but unproven legend that a force of exTemplars made a pivotal (but seemingly incognito)
intervention in the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314 and in
so doing swung the battle in favor of Robert Bruce. The
knights who settled in Scotland no doubt became
absorbed by marriage into the fabric of local Scottish
society and their blood lines and moral influence may
well have continued into later generations, even if they
themselves no longer formed any identifiable group or
body as such.
The first reliable evidence of a Knight Templar Masonic
ritual being practiced is in France in 1740 and shortly
afterwards it was ‘exported’ to England via the then
main trade routes. By 1772 a Knight Templar Rite was
being worked in Bristol (south west England) and by
1780 in York (north east England). In 1791 a national
organization was formed called the Grand Encampment
of Knights Templar for England and Wales.
‘Encampment’ was the name then used by Masonic
Knights Templar rather than ‘lodge’.
The reason behind the foundation of these Masonic
orders was that until 1723 all freemasons had to be
Christian Trinitarians (believing in the Father, Son and
Page 6 of 16

Holy Ghost). In 1723 freemasonry was declared open
to all ‘good men and true who were not atheists or
irreligious libertines’ so it remained necessary to
believe in a Supreme Being but not necessary to be a
Christian Trinitarian. Pope Clement XII found this
unacceptable and in 1738 published a Papal Bull
known as In Eminenti Apostolatus Specular, which
excommunicated all those who were either freemasons
or assisted them unless they renounced their
freemasonry. This was particularly painful in France
where both freemasonry and the influence of the Pope
were widespread and naturally freemasons looked for
a way of pursuing their Masonic interests but avoiding
the dire consequences. It was in this atmosphere that it
is thought the Knight Templar Order (and most
probably the Malta Order) was established.
It is easy to see why the model of the original
Templars and Hospitallers was adopted. They were
themselves Christian orders and of high standing with
the Papal authorities (until the Templars allegedly ‘lost
their way’ and duly suffered the consequences). The
new Masonic orders were Christian Trinitarian and
taught the well known and widely accepted virtues of
faith, humility, courage both mental and physical,
constancy and loyalty, honor and the like.
Consequently, they achieved the desired result of
proving acceptable to the Papal authorities and began
to flourish. They still do today well over 250 years
later, which is testimony to the enduring qualities of
those ethics and values.
In order to become a Knight Templar freemason, a
candidate must be a member of both the Craft and
Royal Arch and must also be a Christian Trinitarian.
(In California, he must also be a Cryptic Mason.) A
candidate for the first Order is in the position of a
pilgrim traveling symbolically through hardship and
dangers until he is received as a Knight. It teaches
humility and urges the candidate to live his life as a
Christian Knight. The second Order deals with the
period when the Knights traveled from Palestine to
reach their final home in Malta, emphasizing their
Christian virtue.
WHENCE CAME AMERICAN TEMPLARY?
On October 1, 1768, several regiments of British
soldiers arrived in Boston, Massachusetts. Among
them were the 14th Regiment (Irish), in which Army
Lodge No. 581 was held, and the 29th Regiment (Irish)
in which Army Lodge No. 322 was held. In the second
week of November 1768 the 64th Regiment (Irish) in
which was held an Army Lodge also arrived. These

Army Lodges brought to Boston a knowledge of the
Order of the Temple.
At a meeting in Boston of St. Andrew’s Royal Arch
Lodge (working under a warrant from the Grand Lodge
of Scotland as a Chapter), on August 12, 1769, four
members of Army Lodge No. 322 were present. In all
probability they assisted in conferring the Order of
Knighthood on August 28, 1769, when Bro. William
Davis, Past Master, (a captain in the Massachusetts
militia) was accepted and accordingly made by receiving
the four steps - those of Excellent, Super Excellent,
Royal Arch, and Knight Templar. In 1769 there were
already Knights Templar in America, but William Davis
has the honor and distinction of being the first Knight
Templar to be created in what is now the U.S.A. St.
Andrew’s Royal Arch Lodge continued to confer the
Templar Degree until November 12, 1794, when it was
taken over by a Council of Red Cross Knights.

Your Executive Committee for the 2013 Grand York
Rite Sessions are diligently at work on the plans for
the Grand York Rite Sessions. Although the Sessions
are not until May 18th through May 22nd, 2013 –
planning occurs year round. The schedule and the
registration form are expected to be on the website:
www.ca-gyrs.org around November. The registration
form will also be in the January edition of the
Encompasser.
HU

UH

This website now includes the Souvenir Program Ad
request form – also, see page 13 below. Despite not
meeting the goal last year in ad sales, your efforts
were very significant in helping to offset the
tremendous expense of our annual Sessions program.
As a ‘Thank You’ from the Executive Committee, you
enjoyed complimentary coffee during the Grand
Chapter, Grand Council and Grand Commandery
meetings this past year. One of the challenges that we
faced last year was receiving many of our ads after
the deadline. There is a great deal of planning and
associated revenue and expense projections involved.
Mason volunteers, your Brothers and Companions, do
all this work in their spare time. Please try to help
them. This year lets beat that amount BEFORE the
deadline of April 1st, 2013. If we exceed $20,000 in
ad revenue before the deadline, each person who has
submitted their reservation form before April 1st will
receive a free buffet breakfast good for either
Saturday or Sunday morning!
U

The second Knight Templar in America was created on
December 11, 1769, and his name was Bro. Paul Revere,
immortalized in Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's poem
on his famous midnight ride. The third Knight Templar
in America was created on May 14, 1770, and his name
was Bro. Joseph Warren. He was the first hero of the
Revolution (he lost his life in the Battle of Bunker Hill),
and his 'Job description' at that time might have
consisted of physician, patriot, politician, spy, writer,
military General, and, most importantly for our
purposes, freemason.
Following in the footsteps of these pioneers individual
Knights Templar appear in Pennsylvania (1779), and
South Carolina (1780). On March 3, 1782, Charleston,
South Carolina: Lodge No. 190 issues a certificate to
Bro. Donald McPherson, stating that he had been
dubbed a Knight Templar. This is the oldest K.T.
certificate known to be in existence.
On May 13, 1805 at a convention of Knights Templar
held in Providence, Rhode Island, the convention
adopted a constitution and declared the Grand
Encampment of Knights Templar in the United States
duly formed. This is the national governing body of the
Knights Templar, a Christian-oriented fraternal
organization and an integral part of the Masonic
Fraternity.
Submitted by Nigel Gallimore

GRAND SESSIONS 2013

4BU
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We are reviewing the successes from the past and
considering some fresh ideas. Grand Sessions is open
to all York Rite Masons and their Ladies, not just the
presiding officers who obligated their attendance at
their installation. Please encourage everyone in
your Chapter, Council, and Commandery to
attend this year. We want this to be the most
successful year ever.
U

U

In closing, I offer the following request of York Rite
Masonry in general and the Grand York Rite in
particular: Booking the hotel rooms on time, through
the regular registration process, and at the GYRS rate
by identifying yourself as a ‘Grand York Rite
Sessions’ attendee, if you speak to the hotel directly,
is much more important than you may realize. We are
contractually obligated to meet a certain number of
room nights in exchange for thousands of dollars in
“concessions” from the hotel. This includes the use of
the many rooms and ballrooms that include our
registration process, many side meetings, degree
conferrals, KT drill team competitions, hospitality
suites, the Grand Recorder’s office, and so much

more. You are doing your part in making California’s
Grand Sessions the premier program that it is. No other
state can boast the quality and depth of program that we
put together every year. Booking after the deadline or
outside of our block could put us in a situation that,
quite frankly, we can’t afford. Looking forward to
seeing you there!

Most Illustrious Grand Master:
Raymond D. Godeke (14) (Vicki)
3080 Heather Dr; Fullerton 928352204 (714) 671-9749 (H)
(714) 345-2223 (C)
godeke33@msn.com

GOLDEN STATE RESEARCH CHAPTER

HU

U

The website located at www.goldenstatechapter.org now
contains a copy of the 2010 and 2011 Grand Orations
booklets. Also included is a copy of “The Royal Arch
Path,” by MEC Phil Hardiman, KYGCH. At the latest
convocation, the Chapter approved the publication of the
2012 Grand Orations. This will also contain the Vesper
Service and West Coast Easter Observance messages given
by Tom Boles, the out-going Grand Prelate.
HU

UH

Right Eminent Grand Commander
Howard W. “Bud” Ramsey Jr. (10)
(Susan)
5160 Poston Dr
San Jose 95136-3320
(408) 224-9431 (H)
(408) 838-3730 (C)
budsusanr@att.net
HU

The next meeting will be at Grand Lodge on Saturday
afternoon, 12:15pm, during the Annual Communication of
Grand Lodge, on the mezzanine outside the main hall. The
new Grand Orations 2012 booklet will be available at that
time. For information about membership, contact:
For information about membership, contact:
Ex. Comp Peter Eiserloh, High Priest
eiserlohpp@yahoo.com

HU

UH
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Grand Secretary:
Ken Hope
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13
Artesia, CA 90701-3872
(562) 924-6500(W)
(562) 484-1611(C)
ca.yorkrite@verizon.net
HU

U
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Assistant Grand Secretary:
Al Lewis
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13
Artesia, CA 90701-3872
(562) 924-6500(W)
(562) 713-1706(C)
am.lewis@verizon.net

Casey Latham, King
casey.latham@mycampus.apus.edu

HU

U

Daniel Kaffka, Scribe
kych1@msn.com
HU

UH

HU

M∴E∴ Comp∴ Philip A. Hardiman, Secretary
philipandnancy@aol.com
HU

U

Editor:

U

Phil Hardiman, PGHP
2713 Hoffman Woods Lane
Carmichael, CA 95608
(916) 712-4814(C)
philipandnancy@aol.com

GRAND YORK RITE
CONTACT INFORMATION
U

U

HU

Most Excellent Grand High Priest:

UH

Websites:

Robert V. Wright, Jr. (86) Janet
936 Lewis Ln
Fillmore 93015-1117
(805) 524-1271 (H)
(805) 990-4063 (C)

www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org

HU

U

If you need access to the confidential
features of the website, contact one of the
officers above for userid and password.

rvwrightjr@sbcglobal.net

WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG

HU
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NEW ASSOCIATION FORMED

Northern California York Rite Association
Red Bluff, California
July 9, 2011
A new Association has been established to provide ritual support for the widely dispersed
Chapters, Councils and Commanderies in Northern California!
On Saturday, July 9, 2011 at the Redding Masonic Temple, representatives from Redding, Red
Bluff, Chico, Eureka, and Quincy met together and formed the Northern California York Rite
Association. The first order of business was to elect a president for the newly formed
organization. Companion Sir Knight Myron Tisdel, KYCH, was nominated and elected by
acclamation to the office of President. Myron agreed to serve for one year as President.
The next order of business was to define the purpose of this new organization. A brief history of
the events that led up to the organizational meeting for the NCYRA was given by the President
with some additional input from David Sokol, KYCH. After some discussion by several of the
members present, it was determined that degree work had been left up to Chapters, Councils
and Commanderies in other parts of the state. For several years, very few degrees have been
conferred in the far north part of our state. This fact alone caused a decreasing interest in York
Rite Masonry. With these thoughts in mind, it was determined that to further promote York Rite
Masonry in the northern part of the state it was imperative that all degrees from Mark Master to
the Order of the Temple should be conferred locally. It was discussed that it was not possible for
any one York Rite body in a single community to confer all of the degrees and orders. For this
reason a list with all the degrees and orders was comprised and responsibility for the conferral
was assigned to individual Chapters, Councils, and Commanderies.
The next item for discussion was how soon the degrees could be conferred. All present agreed
that many months would be required before an acceptable Degree or Order would be possible.
The Fall of 2012 was set as the time for all the work to be done. Chapter and Council would do
their degrees in September and the Commandery would put on the Orders in November. Since
the meeting, there has been several people express concern over the dates that were set. For this
reason, August was suggested as a more agreeable time for the Chapter and Council Degrees
and the Commandery Orders will remain in November. The location for all the Degrees and
Orders will be the Red Bluff Masonic Temple in 2012.
After much discussion and wrangling for an acceptable date, it has been confirmed the date for
the Chapter and Council degrees will be Friday and Saturday, August 17 and 18, 2012. A flyer is
attached that contains all the necessary information about the festival.
Myron Tisdel, President, mtisdel@frontiernet.net
Secretary, Robert A Morrison, bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net
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Northern California York Rite Association
2012 York Rite Festival
Red Bluff Masonic Temple
822 Main St
Red Bluff, CA
CHAPTER DEGREES
Friday August 17th 2012 6:00 PM
Mark Master and Past Master Degrees
Saturday August 18th 2012 8:00 AM
Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Degrees
Lunch 12:00 PM Saturday: Cost $8.00 (Reservations required)
Menu; Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Potato Salad, Baked Beans, Beverage
COUNCIL DEGREES
Saturday August 18th 2012 2:00 PM
Royal Master and Select Master Degrees
Candidate Fee $15.00 (Includes both Chapter and Council Degrees)
COMMANDERY ORDERS
Saturday, November 3, 2012 8:00 AM
Red Cross, Full Form Malta, Order of the Temple
Candidate Fee $10.00
Lunch served between Malta and The Order of the Temple: Cost $8.00
(Reservations Required) Menu: Sandwiches, Potato Salad, Beans, Beverage
Information Contact Person: Myron Tisdel (530) 474-4669 email mtisdel@frontiernet.net
HU

Reservations: Robert Morrison (530) 345-5958 email bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net
HU

Please make checks payable to: Red Bluff Chapter #40 RAM
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CHAPTER AND COUNCIL FESTIVAL
August 17 and 18, 2012
The First Festival put on by the new NCYRA was completed with classes of 9 for the
Chapter Degrees and 10 for the Council Degrees. One candidate participated in the
Chapter Degrees only. The first picture below shows the Chapter Class; the second
picture the Council Class and officers:

From the left: Matt Cherrington, Paul Cary, Martyn Gane, Ernie Peters, George White,
Shane Scicluna, Jack Pendergrass, Matthew Lanning, and Jim Irving
Presiding Officers for the Degrees were: Bob Morrison for the Mark Master; Dick Jolley
for the Past Master; Rob Christian for the Most Excellent Master; and Dave Sokol as
High Priest.
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Front Row: Paul Cary, Jack Pendergrass, Matthew Lanning, George White, John
Cleckner, and Ernie Peters
Second Row: Shane Scicluna, Martyn Gane, John Gonsalves, Jim Irving
Third Row cast members: Gary Qunitrell, Michael Biesen, James Briggs, Rt. Illustrious
Dick Williamson, Bill Dann, William McBroome, and Dan Janney
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2013 GRAND YORK RITE SESSIONS
Souvenir Ad Program Order Form
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Company Name or Organization
Contact Name____________________ Contact Phone____________ Contact E-mail ___________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address City, State Zip

Please enter quantity:

What do You Want Your Ad to Say?
Camera ready ad material is preferred (Black and White or
Gray scale only). We can assist you in creating your ad.
Provide on a separate page, the exact wording of your ad.
Submit logos, pictures (original B&W or Gray scale only—
no color or “scanned pics”) or business cards that are to be
used in the ad on an accompanying sheet.
Payment must accompany Ad request, payable to
“Grand York Rite of CA” or we will invoice you via
PayPal to use your credit card.

DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTING AD REQUESTS: 4/01/13
Send Ad and Payment to Gary D. Miller
PO BOX 306 Mentone, CA 92359-0306
email: ads@ca-gyrs.org

____ Full Page @ $160.00 each
____ Half Page @ $85.00 each
____ Quarter Page @ $45.00
each
____ Eighth Page @ $25.00
each
____ Business Card @ $25.00
each
____ Name on Name Page (list
below) @ $5.00 each

Total Amount ____________
Check # _____ or ☐ Invoice me via PayPal

Names for the Name Page (at $5 each)
________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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Constitutional Observance Event
Greater Sacramento Area Masons
September 14, 2012
About 100 people, youth and adults alike, attended a significant event Friday, September 14th, to
honor the founding document for the USA – the American Constitution! The youth involved
were members of several Masonic organizations – the Order of DeMolay, the Job’s Daughters,
and the Rainbow Girls. Also present were about a dozen Scouts from several troops – Boy
Scout Troops 50 and 259, Venture Crew 50, and Girl Scout Troop 569.
Following is a picture of the Youth participants and the Speakers:

The sponsoring Lodges included Washington #20, Sacramento #40, Union Kit Carson #58,
Concord #117 and the Sacramento York Rite Bodies – Royal Arch Chapter #3, Cryptic
Council #1, and Knight Templar Commandery #2. These seven organizations provided
funds to support the Youth Groups financially, as these youth recited the Preamble and Bill of
Rights.
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After the recitations, a panel of speakers addressed the audience on contemporary constitutional
issues, such as judicial activism and judicial restraint, governmental takings of private property,
capital punishment, flag burning, and so forth. Their remarks were balanced and well received.
The speakers were a Federal District Judge for the Eastern part of California, a Professor of
Constitutional Law at California State University at Sacramento, and a lawyer practicing with
the Pacific Legal Foundation.
Five local Sacramento small businesses provided in-kind support for this event:

Tony’s Deli – finger sandwiches and fruit salad
Capital Confections – two trays of chocolates
Associated Sound – PA and recording equipment
CopyPlus – 100 color copies of the program
Masonic Temple Association of Sacramento – use of the Ballroom for the night
CALIFORNIA LOCAL YORK RITE BODIES AT RISK :

U

U

CHAPTERS :

U

U

73, Orange County
31, Ancient-Antioch
45, Santa Rosa
11, St. James
95, King Solomon
77, Redlands
130, Tyre
COUNCILS :

U

U

58, Helix
50, Butte
COMMANDERIES:

U

22, Watsonville
50, Redding
5, Butte
16, Golden Gate
38, Vacaville
35, Eureka
39, Bakersfield
36, Orange County
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GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CALIFORNIA
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13, Artesia, CA 90701-3872
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
LONG BEACH, CA 90813
PERMIT NO. 799

WE
NEED
SUBSCRIBERS
The California Encompasser is requesting
subscribers to assist with the ever increasing
costs of paper, printing and postage. We are
also in constant need of new items, fillers,
pictures, jokes, educational papers (short) and
anything else you might be able to think of.

S u b s c r i p t i o n F o r m
Yes! I would appreciate receiving the California Encompasser.
You will find my check for $100.00 enclosed for a lifetime
subscription or $40.00 for a two-year subscription.

NAME: ______________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
CITY, ST & ZIP:
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California Freemasons
The Family of Freemasonry
“Masonry on the Rise”

