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CORNERSTONE RE-DEDICATION
Inasmuch as the Blue Lodge is part of York Rite
Masonry, we are going to devote much of this issue
to a significant Grand Lodge event on June 21st.
On that Saturday, on the north steps of the State
Capitol, Most Worshipful John L. Cooper, III, rededicated the cornerstone laid by Grand Lodge in
May of 1861. Over 500 people, mostly Masons,
family and friends, were in attendance to observe
this auspicious occasion. We cannot too often be
reminded of the importance our public buildings
have as beacons of LIGHT and LIBERTY, and we
owe our Grand Master a deep and profound debt of
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gratitude for putting on his “old history teacher’s
hat” to give us an important lesson in civic pride and
civic duty. Whether the general public comes to
recognize this remains to be seen, but much is
accomplished if we Masons alone remain firm in our
devotion to our patriotic origins and duty. Our Grand
Master began:
It is my pleasure to welcome all of you to this
commemoration of the 1861 Cornerstone Laying
Ceremony for the California State Capitol. The
State of California was officially born on
September 9, 1850 when it was admitted to the
Union as the 31st State. Monterey had been the
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temporary capital when the American
occupation of California began in 1846. The
first session of the Legislature was held in 1850
in San Jose, and so San Jose may properly be
termed the first “capital” of the State of
California. The 1851 session of the Legislature
was also held in San Jose, but in 1852 the
Legislature accepted the generous offer of
General Vallejo to relocate to the City of Vallejo.
In 1853 they accepted the offer of the City of
Benicia to use their new city hall, and the capital
was once more relocated.
But only one session was held at Benicia. The
City of Sacramento made the Legislature an
offer that it could not refuse, and in 1854 it
moved to Sacramento. Sacramento had offered
the Legislature free use of the Sacramento
County Courthouse, plus other amenities, and
the offer was accepted. And so, on February 25,
1854, the Legislature moved once more – and for
the last time – to Sacramento.
The temporary quarters for our state
government were unsatisfactory, and plans were
soon made for a permanent home for our state
government. The City of Sacramento gave to
the State of California four city blocks between
L and N Streets, and 10th and 12th Streets. We
are standing today on that property, where the
splendid Capitol behind us was erected. The
Legislature appropriated $500,000 to build the
Capitol, and construction was begun in 1860.
The ground-breaking took place on September
24, 1860, and on May 15, 1861, the Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of
California assembled at the northeast corner of
the site to lay the cornerstone for California’s
new Capitol. Today we are celebrating the
laying of that cornerstone by the Masonic
Grand Lodge of California 153 years ago.
Modern Freemasonry has its origins in
stonemasons’ guilds of the Middle Ages in
England and Scotland. The building of a stone
building is quite different from building one of
wood. Because the walls of a stone building are
made up of individual blocks of stone, and
because they are heavy, they must be laid upon a

strong foundation, and set so that they are both
plumb and level. In order to lay the stones
properly, it is essential that the first stone of the
building – called the “cornerstone,” first be laid in
a correct manner.
This is the origin of
cornerstone laying ceremonies, and the ceremony
you will witness today is such an example.
Masonic Grand Lodges have inherited the
function of laying the cornerstones for public
buildings, and for this reason, President George
Washington laid the cornerstone for the United
States Capitol building on September 18, 1793. At
the time, President Washington was the Master of
Alexandria Lodge No. 22, which held its charter
from the Grand Lodge of Virginia. The lodge was
not far from Mt. Vernon, Washington’s home.
The ceremony that he performed on that date was
very similar to the one used by the Masonic
Grand Lodge of California on May 15, 1861, to
lay the cornerstone for our own Capitol building,
and to the one that you will see today.
If you look to my right, and to your left, you will
see the cornerstone for the California State
Capitol. When it was laid on Wednesday, May 15,
1861, this was a construction site. Blocks of stone
and piles of bricks were all over this area, and
workmen were laying the foundations of what
would become the magnificent building behind
me.
The Masonic Grand Lodge had been
officially organized on April 19, 1850, just a few
blocks west of here on the southeast corner of
Fifth Street and “J” Street. It was from this same
location that the procession began, leading here to
the Capitol grounds for the laying of the
cornerstone. The procession not only included
Masons, but also the Governor and other state
officials, military companies, and various civic
societies of Sacramento. The Governor was John
G. Downey, a Mason, and for whom the City of
Downey in Southern California would someday be
named. The Grand Master was Nathaniel Greene
Curtis, the sixth Grand Master of Masons in
California. Just to keep things in perspective, I
am the 148th Grand Master.
In a few minutes we will re-enact the ceremony as
it was performed by Grand Lodge on May 15,
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1861. The original cornerstone was suspended
on a tripod, and you will note to my right that
we have a replica similarly suspended on its
tripod. Proper cornerstones are seated on a
footstone, and often within the cornerstone there
is a cavity where a copper box can be placed.
Nowadays we refer to this container as a
“capsule,” and if you look to my left, you will see
a capsule of the kind that we use these days.
The original copper box would have had
memorabilia of the time in which it was made –
a “time capsule”, if you will, and thus the
various articles contained in it would be
preserved for the future.
Since we are
replicating the ceremony today, and not setting
an actual cornerstone, the “time capsule” is only
symbolic.
When a cornerstone was properly set, it had to
be “plumb” (meaning straight up and down) on
both sides, and “level” on the top. That is
because all the other measurements of the
building had to be made from that stone. If the
cornerstone was not properly set, then the rest
of the building could not be properly built. By
1861 cornerstones had already become symbolic
rather than functional. If you look closely at the
cornerstone which you can just see from here, it
is set into the wall rather than being placed at
the foot of the wall. That indicates that it is a
symbolic cornerstone rather than a functional
cornerstone.
On the face of the cornerstone are words
indicating that the cornerstone was laid by
Grand Lodge on May 15, 1861. But there are
two other dates on it: 1961, and 1978. When the
Capitol was reconstructed in the 1970’s, Grand
Lodge was invited to re-lay the cornerstone. We
did so, and added the date 1961 when we had
previously been asked to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the laying of the original
cornerstone, and then 1978, when we were asked
to put it back into the wall of the Capitol.
After proving the stone by the Square, the Level
and the Plumb, it was blessed with an offering of
Corn, Wine and Oil. At this point, the Grand
Orator was invited to speak, which he did as
follows:

GRAND ORATION
A Lesson in Civics
When I think of our state capitol building, two things
come to mind. The first is my 4th grade school
history trip throughout the state of California. The
second is a bit of ritual that I learned in the Order of
DeMolay, a Masonic youth group—“We are
unalterably opposed to a building housing a school, a
church, and a seat of civil government. Civil,
religious and intellectual liberty are the three sources
of our country’s greatness, but they must stand alone,
upon separate foundations and under separate roofs.”
These two experiences led to my interest in history
and my understanding of the importance of being a
citizen.
In 1861, the state of California as well as the Grand
Lodge of California were considered young with an
uncertain future; they were only 11 years old. I was
just about 11 years old when I was fortunate to visit
this building for the first time. I was impressed by its
size and its beauty while being “uncertain” of my
own future. After a tour of the entire building, my 4th
grade class had the privilege to sit in on a session of
the state assembly. I wish my memory was such that
I could tell you what the bill was or the conversation
that was held on the floor. Alas, most of us in the
class were still gazing at the gold in the ceiling and
wondering how much gold was needed and how rich
the state of California was. Nevertheless, this was
my first exposure to the political process and a great
lesson in civics. Even though I do not remember the
discussion, I learned that the political process was
simply a conversation between people that wanted
the best result for all involved.
The political process is also referred to in the
Masonic youth groups. In the Order of DeMolay, we
have an installation every six months as the new term
of office begins. In the ritual, the Installing Officer
places a set of schoolbooks on the altar and explains
the significance that education plays in the
development of our youth. Also, the Installing
Officer explains that we must keep a civil
government as the foundation for order and authority
within our society. He charges each person in the
room, not just those being installed, to play a role in
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making sure that our community has strong
schools, houses of worship, and civil government,
but he insists that they must remain separate. As
citizens, we must preserve those institutions that
are the building blocks of our society and where we
learn the moral/ethical lessons that we will apply to
our lives.
A Masonic lodge also is a place to learn lessons.
As Masons, we learn many lessons to help us
improve ourselves in our daily lives and to guide us
through our relationships with other people.
Masons are supposed to be upright citizens, role
models, and pillars of good character. The laying
of this cornerstone in 1861 was our opportunity to
give the public an exposure to our craft and our
teachings. By laying the cornerstone, Masons were
able to show their respect for the civil authority of
our state and to play a small part in the history that
was being created.
In 1861, construction began on our capitol building
in order to give a home to the government of
California. As was said when the cornerstone was
being laid, the capitol building was to be an edifice
for a “civil and enlightened” government. They
said it was the beginning of the “certain”
foundation and future of California. It would serve
as a statement for how California should be viewed
by the other states in the Union—strong and
determined.
Today, I stand before you not only as a Mason but
as a history teacher. As a teacher, I am given the
chance to discuss the importance of our civil
government and the political process in my
classroom. I teach the value that each student
should have for their own citizenship in the school
and in the community. As a citizen in this world,
we have opportunities to improve ourselves, but we
really make a difference by helping others. I hope
that this capitol building will continue to be a
symbol of civil society. It will allow our leaders,
who we expect to be upright and moral, to engage
in conversations about the betterment of our
community – the state of California.
Used by permission of the Author:
Brian P. Bezner, Grand Orator

BANQUET REMARKS
More History!
And so, Most Worshipful Cooper closed the
celebration of the day at the Banquet that evening in
the marvelous J Street Temple with these remarks:
“This evening we are celebrating the laying of the
cornerstone of the California State Capitol on
May 15, 1861. We know something about the
Masonic dimension of that date from the
Proceedings of that year. It was actually held
during the Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge, which in those days was held in May
instead of in the fall. The Appendix to the
Proceedings of 1861 tells an interesting story of
the occasion, and tonight I would like to share
some things from those Proceedings about the
ceremony.” After listing all those types of Masonic
dignitaries that participated in the procession, he
concluded:
“The procession started at Fifth and “J” Streets,
where Grand Lodge had been formed just eleven
years before. You can see a reproduction of that
building – the famous “Red House” in the mosaic
window in San Francisco at Grand Lodge. The
procession included members of the Legislature,
the Governor, and other state officials, as well as
military companies and civic organizations. It
must have been a big parade as they marched up
the dusty streets to the construction site. There
was a covered pavilion erected at the site near
where the cornerstone was to be placed, and the
officials gathered in its shade. The Grand Master
sat at the center, with a large table before him,
from which he was to preside. In addition to the
usual implements used for the cornerstone
ceremony, the table held the Five Orders of
Architecture, the Bible, and three large lights –
presumably candles, probably with glass globes so
that they would not blow out in the wind.
The Grand Chaplain opened with the following
prayer:
Great Architect of the Universe! Maker and ruler
of all worlds! Deign from thy celestial temple, from
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realms of light and glory, to bless us in all the
purposes of our present assembly. We humbly
invoke Thee to give us at this, and at all times,
wisdom in all our doings, strength of mind in all
our difficulties, and the beauty of harmony in all
our communications. Bless Thy servants in this
undertaking. Grant skill and knowledge to the
overseers. Protect the workmen against every
accident, and may the edifice here to be erected
long stand, a monument of the liberality and the
prosperity of our State. Heavenly Father! Bless
all our Rulers: the President of the United States,
and all in authority under him; the Governor of
this State, the Legislature, the Judiciary, and all
entrusted with the public affairs of this
Commonwealth. May all they do and say be
under Thy guidance, and may all things be so
ordered and settled that peace, happiness and
UNION may again be restored, no more to be
disturbed; and truth and justice, religion and
piety, be established among us for all generations.
Bless the members of our Craft everywhere. May
Thy holy writings guide them unto all truth, and
may all their actions be regulated by rule and line,
and their conduct be harmonized by the principles
of morality, religion and virtue. May we all finish
our work here below with Thy approbation, and
then pass from this earthly abode to Thy heavenly
temple above, there to enjoy light, glory and bliss,
ineffable and eternal. Grant this, we pray Thee,
for the Redeemer's sake, Thy son, our Lord.
Amen.
Governor John G. Downey, a member of Los
Angeles Lodge No. 42, then invited the Grand
Master to lay the cornerstone of the new Capitol
building. Grand Master Nathaniel Curtis then
responded as follows:
The Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
has assembled here to-day, by your invitation,
for the purpose of laying the foundation stone of
the Capitol building of' this young, free, and
happy commonwealth.
The Freemasons of
California, in common with their fellow citizens,
rejoice at this evidence of prosperity and
progress, and I here today bid you, sirs, a Godspeed in the noble undertaking of erecting a
stately edifice upon the western confines of this

continent, dedicated to the purposes or civil and
enlightened government. The representatives of a
free and happy people have done well in
inaugurating this noble work. It will remain a
monument of their patriotism and enlightened
statesmanship. In its spacious halls will assemble
the lawgivers and rulers of a free and enlightened
people. May they be patriots and statesmen, wise
in council, powerful in debate, and fearless in
action. May this building be speedily completed;
may symmetry and order rest upon each line and
curve; may strength and beauty characterize each
arch and pillar; and may the grandeur of its
proportions attract the admiration and gladden
the heart of every lover of order and progress;
and from its lofty dome may the glorious ensign of
our country, without one single star dimmed or
blotted out, wave proudly and triumphantly
forever and ever.
From our distant vantage point of more than 153
years we may miss two important thoughts in the
prayer and in the response of the Grand Master.
In order to properly understand them, I need to
remind you of what was going on in this country
in the six months before the laying of the
cornerstone of our new Capitol.
In November, 1860, Abraham Lincoln had been
elected as President of the United States. He
would be inaugurated as President on March 4 of
the following year, which was the inaugural date
in the Constitution before it was changed to
January 20. The election was the final straw for
those in the South who believed that Lincoln
would abolish slavery, and the way of life as they
knew it. On December 20, 1860, South Carolina
adopted an Ordinance of Secession, becoming the
first American state to repudiate the Constitution
of 1787 and leave the American Union. It was
followed by six other Southern states which met in
Montgomery, Alabama on February 7, to create
the Confederate States of America.
Any hopes of a peaceful withdrawal from the
Union were dashed when Confederate forces fired
on Fort Sumter in the harbor at Charleston,
South Carolina, on April 12, 1861. The Union was
broken apart, only a little more than ten years
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after California had been admitted as the thirtyfirst state on September 9, 1850. California had
been admitted to the Union as a “Free State,”
meaning that slavery was prohibited in its
territory. However, that did not mean that all
Californians agreed with that position, and there
was a strong movement in California to take the
state out of the Union and either join the
Confederacy, or create an independent republic.
Even Masons were divided over this issue, for
although sectarian religion and partisan politics
are not to be discussed in a Masonic lodge, it was
impossible to keep the deteriorating political
situation out of Freemasonry. Many Masons
were conflicted, some siding with the Union and
some with the Confederacy, but still wanting
California to remain a part of the United States.
And here in Sacramento, on May 15, 1861,
Masons were assembled to celebrate the erection
of their new Capitol building to house the
government of the State of California. No one
knows what the crowds who witnessed the
ceremony thought on that Wednesday afternoon
in May, but if the makeup of the crowd was like
that in many cities in California, their feelings
were undoubtedly divided as well.
Even the Governor, John Downey, was
ambivalent on the issue. A Mason, and a
member of Los Angeles Lodge No. 42, he was
known as a “Unionist,” or someone in favor of
holding the Union together, but he was also a
Southern sympathizer, who thought that the
South was right in the impending struggle. He
was an Irishman – an immigrant from Ireland –
and you must remember that Ireland at the time
was an English colonial possession.
It is
probably this background that caused him to be
a sympathizer with the South, because the South
believed that the North was trying to dominate
and control the South – to make it a colonial
possession of the North.
It was into this political storm that the Masonic
Grand
Lodge
of
California
sailed,
metaphorically speaking, on May 15, 1861. And
it is with this background that we can better
understand the prayer of our Grand Chaplain.

Among other things, he prayed for our state
officials:
May all they do and say be under Thy guidance,
and may all things be so ordered and settled that
peace, happiness and UNION may again be
restored, no more to be disturbed; and truth and
justice, religion and piety, be established among us
for all generations.
You might have missed the importance of that
part of the prayer unless you realized the political
crisis which had struck this country that spring.
And then Grand Master Curtis said the following:
May this building be speedily completed; may
symmetry and order rest upon each line and
curve; may strength and beauty characterize each
arch and pillar; and may the grandeur of its
proportions attract the admiration and gladden
the heart of every lover of order and progress;
and from its lofty dome may the glorious ensign of
our country, without one single star dimmed or
blotted out, wave proudly and triumphantly
forever and ever.
The Grand Master had said, “may the glorious
ensign of our country, without one single star
dimmed or blotted out, wave proudly and
triumphantly forever and ever.” I admire those
courageous words of our seventh Grand Master.
For although we do not speak of partisan politics
as Masons, we do love our country. The Pledge of
Allegiance which we repeated earlier today at the
Capitol said it all: “One nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
We still struggle as a people with the meaning of
those words. There are still times in our political
life when we are sorely divided over issues which
seem intractable. There are still occasions when
Americans speak once more of tearing apart the
United States of America, and especially when
political passions run hot and fierce. Let us
remember, however, that “One nation, under
God,” is still what we are. Californians are
Americans, as they were in 1850 when California
was admitted to the Union, and as they were in
1861, when the crisis of the Civil War had begun.
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Regardless of our political convictions, at the
end of the day, we are all Americans.
The curse of slavery is now long since gone from
our political arena. We have fought two major
world wars, and many lesser ones, in the years
since secession lost on the field of battle at
Appomattox Courthouse. Our “glorious ensign”
now has fifty stars on it, and it still flies from the
roof of our Capitol. Long may it fly over the
land of the free and the home of the brave!”
Used by permission of the Author,
Most Worshipful John L. Cooper, III

the General Grand Secretary to order books.
ramintl@sbcglobal.net

EDITOR'S MESSAGE
CALENDARS OF PRESIDING OFFICERS
The itineraries can be found at the Grand York Rite
website. Hold down the CTRL key and click on the
line below. For M.E.C. Jon Humphreys go to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghp
calendar.html
For
M.I.G.M
David
Chesebro
go
to:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/calendar.ht
ml

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT SEMINARS
To great acclaim, the Commandery put on
leadership seminars last year! So this year, the
three bodies have banded together to expand the
concept to the entire York Rite. See the flyer in the
back for more details, but find the seminar nearest
you and put it on your calendar. A joint committee
has been established, consisting of: Bud Ramsey,
Chairman; Randy Downey; Gregg Hall; William
McBroome; and Lee Whelan. Each of the three
bodies has appointed the same membership. Grand
Chapter is moving forward to establish the
Committee as a Standing Committee, in other
words with activities from year to year. These
seminars will be jam-packed with information you
do not want to be without! BE THERE!
ROYAL ARCH HISTORY
Of particular interest to all Companions and Sir
Knights is the new addition to the History of the
Royal Arch – Volume 4 is now available, which
takes the history through 1996. This is the
supplement to the original 3 Volume set prepared
by Everett R. Turnbull and Ray V. Denslow. The
4th Volume can be purchased for $25. Volumes 1,
2, 3 & 4 of the History of Royal Arch Masonry
have been reprinted. These books are hardbound
and approximately 500 pages each. The cost is $
100.00 for all 4 books plus $ 15.00 shipping and
handling in USA. Foreign shipping could cost
more. Payment by check or credit card. Contact

For
R.E.C.
Carlos
Gonzalez
go
to:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itiner
ary.html

COMMUNICATIONS
As mentioned in previous editions of the
Encompasser, communications are vital to assist
those seeking further light in Masonry. So resolve
now to ACT: 1) broadcast this publication far and
wide, and encourage each of your York Rite bodies
to buy a 2-year subscription; 2) broadcast the
monthly Workman to the leaders of all your bodies;
3) access the following websites, and see that your
Companions are aware of their existence and how to
access them:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
www.goldenstatechapter.org
www.yorkrite.org
And as you continue into this York Rite year, make
every effort you can to continually remind your
membership of the Colorado River Fall Festival
this October. Confer the Mark Master as often as
you can and build interest in our brethren of pursuing
further light.
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GOLDEN STATE RESEARCH CHAPTER
GRAND YORK RITE
CONTACT INFORMATION

The website located at www.goldenstatechapter.org
now contains a copy of the 2010, 2011 and 2012
Grand Orations booklets. Also included is a copy
of “The Royal Arch Path,” by MEC Phil Hardiman,
KYGCH.
The meeting at Grand Sessions on Monday, May
19th, was well-attended – 34 Companions, in fact.
Copies of the Grand Orations 2013 were available
to attendees; and 9 new members were balloted
upon. Casey Latham, our outgoing HP, gave a
paper on researching the Royal Arch, which was
followed by a talk by our Scribe, Companion Paul
Clark, on the relationship between the Kaballah and
Freemasonry. After the presentations, elections
were held, with former officers moving up, except
for the HP, who was elected the new Secretary!
Bob Morrison was elected the new Scribe.
For information about membership, contact:
Ex. Comp Joseph Dongo, High Priest
alacabo@gmail.com
Dr. Paul Arthur Clark, King
steward_lvx@hotmail.com

Most Excellent Grand High Priest:
Jon D. Humphreys (Sylvia)
580 Village Dr.
Galt, CA 95632-8156
(209) 745-9193 (H)
(916) 205-8104 (C)
jonhumphreys42@yahoo.com
Most Illustrious Grand Master:
David L. Chesebro (Sarah)
1615 9th St
Los Osos, CA 93402-2222
(805) 528-7468 (H)

(805) 459-2618 (C)
dlchesebro@gmail.com
Right Eminent Grand Commander
Carlos Gonzalez
1745 Camino Palmero St Apt 530
Los Angeles, CA 90046-2942
(213) 369-7926 (C)
gonzalez0614@gmail.com
Grand Secretary:
Ken Hope
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13
Artesia, CA 90701-3872
(562) 924-6500(W)
(562) 484-1611(C)
ca.yorkrite@verizon.net
Editor:
Phil Hardiman, PGHP
2713 Hoffman Woods Lane
Carmichael, CA 95608
(916) 712-4814(C)
philipandnancy@aol.com
Websites:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
If you need access to the confidential
features of the website, contact one of the
officers above for userid and password.

Ex. Companion Bob Morrison, Scribe
bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net

WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG

Ex. Comp Casey Latham, Secretary
casey.latham@mycampus.apus.edu
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G R A N D C H A PT E R R O YA L A R C H M A SO N S O F C A L IFO R N IA
11428 E. A rtesia B lvd, #13, A rtesia, C A 90701-3872
R E T U R N SERV ICE R EQ UE ST E D

N ON-PR OFIT
U .S. POSTA GE PA ID
LON G B EAC H , C A 90813
PERM IT N O. 799

WE
NEED
SUBSCRIBERS
The California Encompasser is requesting
subscribers to assist with the ever increasing
costs of paper, printing and postage. We are
also in constant need of new items, fillers,
pictures, jokes, educational papers (short) and
anything else you might be able to think of.

S u b s c r i p t i o n

F o r m

Yes! I would appreciate receiving the California Encompasser.
You will find my check for $100.00 enclosed for a lifetime
subscription or $40.00 for a two-year subscription.
NAM E: ______________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
CITY, ST & ZIP:
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