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PAUL MCCLEARY, RIP

Born December 31, 1936 Illinois
Died November11, 2016 Poway, CA
Retired Lt. Commander US Navy
Raised in Millington Lodge No. 671
Millington, TN, as a courtesy to Marshall
Lodge No. 133, IL on 7-21-1961
Affiliated with Santa Maria Lodge No. 580,
Ramona, CA1973 - Worshipful Master 1979
& 1984; Hiram Award 2002
Affiliated with Consuelo Lodge No. 325;
North County Daylight Lodge No. 843;
Millington Lodge No. 671;
Member of Southern California Research
Lodge.
Exalted in Marshall Chapter No. 70 Royal
Arch Masons, Marshall, IL 4-6-1962
Affiliated with Tyre Chapter No. 130
Escondido, CA1971 - Excellent High Priest
1977
Inspector 36th District of Grand Chapter
Royal Arch Masons of CA 1978-84
Greeted in San Diego Council No. 23Cryptic
Masons 9-1-1971

Affiliated with Helix Council No. 58 Cryptic
Masons 1975 – Illustrious Master 1984
Most Illustrious Grand Master of the
Grand Council Cryptic Masons of CA
1998-99
Knighted in San Diego Commandery No. 25
Knights Templar 9-26-1972
San Diego Conclave Red Cross of
Constantine 1976 - Sovereign Master 1984
Intendant General California South 2002-12
Inkopah Council No. 86 Allied Masonic
Degrees - Sovereign Master1989
Kit Carson Council No. 217 Allied Masonic
Degrees 1988 - Charter Member - Sovereign
Master ‘90
Brian Boru Council Knight Masons, Long
Beach
Killarney Council Knight Masons, San Diego Charter Member
San Diego York Rite College, Charter
Member 1987- Governor
Order of the Purple Cross 2003
Grand Governor of California 2008-12
Royal Order of Scotland 1977
California College Societas Rosicruciana in
Civitatibus Foederatis
San Diego Valley Scottish Rite, 33° Inspector
General Honorary1983
Ventura Chapter No. 494 National Sojourners
Heroes of ‘76
La Mesa Chapter No. 300 Order of the
Eastern Star 1973 - Patron 1980
Affiliated with Escondido Chapter No. 154,
1992
International Order of DeMolay – Honorary
Legion of Honor
International Order of Rainbow for Girls Grand Cross of Color 1998

GRAND SESSIONS 2017
Dates for the 2017 California Grand York Rite
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Monday, May 22, 2017 – Grand Commandery
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 – Grand Chapter
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 – Grand Council

Copies of the Registration Form and the Ad Form
are copied at the back of this newsletter. Copies
of the forms to be used by elected reps or proxies
can be found at www.ca-gyrs.org. Remember,
each body is governed differently, as to
representation, so plan now to have your members
properly
certified
with
the
necessary
documentation
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER
The next Triennium will be held in Portland on
August 23 through August 30th this year. General
Grand Chapter will be held on Tuesday August
29th, with General Grand Council meeting on
Monday the 28th. You should put these dates on
your calendar now, and plan to register before July
26th, 2017 to get the best rates. Hotel RSVPs are
due July 31st, 2017.
This meeting is open to all Companions. This may
be the closest the Triennial will be to California in
at least 9 years, so give attendance next year your
serious consideration. In addition to the meetings,
there are numerous other activities planned, and
services available, that you may want to avail
yourself of. See the 2-page flyer at the end of the
February edition of the Workman newsletter, which
can
be
found
at:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/h
priest/TheWorkmanVolVIIINo.9.pdf

RIGHTS, ENTITLEMENTS AND CHARITY:
A state of freedom, enslavement or indulgence?
Following is an article reprinted by permission of
the author from the Winter 2017 edition of the
Royal Arch Magazine, published by General
Grand Chapter. The author is Marcus A. Trelaine,
PGHP and General grand Ambassador to the
District of Columbia.
We live in an age of instant access,
acknowledgement and gratification. Indeed, our
expectations for immediate results have grown so
strong that we have created a sense of entitlement
in nearly every aspect of our life. To hear some
politicians tell it, we are all entitled to just about
anything we can imagine from “a living wage” to a
free college education. Is it true then, in a free

society like America, do people indeed have a “right”
to free healthcare, affordable housing, wholesome
food, higher education, or a lucrative career?
In the traditional usage of the term, a “right” is a
guarantee that exists equally among the legal
citizenry of a nation, but not necessarily the entire
population of a society. The reason it can be
guaranteed, is because a right imposes no
obligation on another, except that of noninterference upon another to exercise that right. As
such, the Bill of Rights guarantees that the
government of the United States shall not deprive
any American citizen certain fundamental freedoms
including the right to freedom of religion, to free
speech, and to the due process of law.This
fundamental legacy cannot be taken away, even by
"majority rule. In short, our “entitled rights” are the
Constitutional protections to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. That's all. Neither the
Constitution nor the Bill of Rights guarantee our
rights to any other benefit, entitlement or charitable
act. We are not even entitled to the food we eat, the
clothes we wear, or a roof over our head as a place
to call home.
Of the rights we do hold, we have the authority to
delegate their enforcement to the government. For
example, we have the right to be secure in our
person and home, and the right to defend ourselves
against enemies – foreign and domestic. In this
way, we may rely upon government protection in the
form of standing armed forces or local law
enforcement. By contrast, we cannot delegate
authority to something over which we have no right and therein lies the rub between a right, an
entitlement and a benefit.
Contrast the right to free speech, freedom of
religion, due process of law with the supposed rights
to free medical care, affordable housing, food
stamps, or free college tuition. These assumed
rights DO impose obligations upon others – and at
no small cost.Regardless of need or worthiness, if
someone does not have money to pay for medical
care or food or housing or higher education and the
government provides these things, where does the
money come from? No branch of the government
has any financial resources of its own. Such
resources are obtained in some form of tax, fee or
duty. In other words, the only way Congress can
approve giving anything away to one person, is to
first take it away from someone else. In other words,
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if any one American has a right to something he
did not earn, it requires another American or group
of Americans not having a right to something he or
they did earn.Hence, organizations, groups or
individuals which receive such benefits that
Congress classifies as “entitlements”, only do so
when other citizens are forced by the government
to provide those resources.
Let me also be clear to distinguish there is no
virtue in compulsory government social benefit
programs.
This was a concept once well
understood by members of Congress.
Davy
Crockett, Freemason and honorable frontier
representative from Tennessee, once declared,
“We have the right as individuals to give away as
much of our own money as we please in charity;
but as members of Congress we have no right to
appropriate a dollar of the public money.”Should
any person by their own act, forcibly or
deceptively, take money from someone else,
regardless of the altruistic intent of purpose, it
would be rightfully described and condemned as
an act of theft. When government does it, it
remains theft nonetheless albeit legalized in the
form of a majority vote.If the premise for receiving
economic benefits and charitable assistance is a
matter of “entitlement” rather than the efforts of
what we have produced and worked to earn, then
that sense of entitlement operates as cruel and
corrupt as any oppressive form of enslavement.
Such “entitlement” simply means forcing some
people to work to produce things for other people
who aren’t obligated to lift a finger to earn them.
Politicians who portray themselves as concerned
and compassionate because they want to expand
the government's welfare programs misrepresent
reality and substitute fantasies with nothing more
than the primary purpose to simply win votes, all
the while knowing these kinds of social programs
can only be offered with other people's money
through enforced taxation.Worse, we would be
made to believe that persons who have studied in
school and worked to earn an education, and
endured the hardships and sacrifices necessary to
create a successful profession that they may
ultimately enjoy the hard earned fruits of their labor
are villains in our society.Those that drop out of
school, perfect few if any meaningful skills, abuse
drugs and alcohol, select criminal activity as a
career choice, and/or otherwise plant themselves
in front of a television waiting for the next welfare

check are the oppressed, victimized by a social
expectation of personal responsibility.
“In a country well governed, poverty is something to
be ashamed of. In a country badly governed, wealth
is something to be ashamed of.” If we were truly
honest with ourselves, we would realize that social
welfare programs truly have very little moral
justification. In America, a smaller population of
persons measured as “rich” are not morally inferior
to a larger group of people considered “poor”; nor is
any impoverished person routinely entitled to
receive something from a prosperous person as a
consequence of a lack on the part of the “needy”
individual’s
personal
success,
educational
accomplishment, or willingness to try.These
statements are not made to be prideful, arrogant,
unforgiving, or full of fear. They are made with the
awareness instilled upon any brother exalted a
Royal Arch Mason. They are made because such a
Companion is sensitive to the requirements of
personal obligation to himself and others,
responsibilities of leadership to the Craft and
community, and the potential to strive to accomplish
the very best in every endeavor guided by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit within each of us.
The lessons of Royal Arch Masonry clearly teach
the more society progresses the greater the need
for each individual to become a productive part of its
future - to help it grow and become stronger. The
greater each person’s creative participation, the
more the multitudes of peoplemay become
enlightened to form their own destinies; direct the
leadership of thiscountry, and determine the best
direction of America with their own hands. It has
worked in the past to form and foster these United
States, and there is no reason it cannot work today.
But, when people are given whatever they want, it is
inevitable they develop a sense of entitlement and
rapidly lose their sense of restraint as would any
spoiled child. If the government cannot or will not
move towards supporting aspirations instead of
entitlements, then it is time for Capitular Masonry to
take the lead. No doubt some Companions will ask,
what can a handful of Royal Arch Masons do when
according to the U.S. Census Bureau, nearly one in
five adult Americans, that’s 52.2 million or 21.3
percent of the adult population, receives
government assistance each month. Funded with
the public intent of relieving financial stress upon the
“non-working poor”, these social “benefit” programs
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range from Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP – formerly food stamps) and
Section 8 Low Income housing and rental
assistance to Child Support Enforcement and
Transitional Cash and Medical Services for
Refugees. In fact, there are more than 80 federal
welfare programs which the Congressional
Research Service (CRS) estimates taxpayers
contributed approximately $1.03 trillion last year.
Before any Companion takes exception to
receiving such public assistance, it is important to
note, these numbers refer only to means-tested
welfare benefits.
That is, they exclude true
entitlements such as Social Security and
Medicare; unemployment insurance; physical or
mental disability payments; medical savings
accounts; veteran’s benefits and military
retirement, and other actual “entitlement”
programs that people have earned through the
course of their life.
So, to help put this$1.03 trillion social welfare
benefit into perspective, it is the equivalent of
every one of these 52.2 million adults receiving an
annual salary of $19,732 – tax free of course,
without ever having to work, all the while receiving
good housing, medical care, and sufficient food –
oftentimes much better than those that do hold a
job called the “working poor”. In full-time hourly
wages, this “benefit” is equal to $9.49 per hour.
For actual full-time workers to earn a similar
amount during the year, they would need to be
paid $12.11 per hour, assuming a 20% tax rate
and federally required payroll deductions. In
essence, too many people can make more money
remaining on welfare rolls than by working an
honest job, especially if the job doesn't pay at least
$25,000 per year.
Is it any wonder that so many have turned to
national welfare as a kind of employment?
Moreover, these massive and some would say
“out-of-control” social welfare benefits that were
promised to alleviate poverty, crime, illiteracy and
other issues of non-productivity necessary to raise
the standard of living for all Americans has done
nothing of the sort.Rather, so much of our nation’s
wealth has been allocated to benefit programs that
what we’ve really accomplished is to transform a
resourceful, productive, and contributing citizenry
into a society of dependent, idle, malcontents
waiting for the next government handout. To listen

to the political propaganda, the poor keep getting
poorer and the rich get richer. The remedy of course
is to fund even more social benefit programs to
encourage greater reliance upon a failing system of
impractical, politically motivated benefit programs.
Unfortunately, every American citizen continues to
pay the price of politically motivated but socially
futile reforms which have consistently failed to
deliver rising living standards for the last 45 years.
We pay and pay again when our political system
cannot or will not work together to resolve the
difficult but necessary steps to rein in hemorrhaging
entitlement spending or reform our burdensome tax
system.
Despite the political rhetoric, public
entitlements and social welfare programs have
“irreparably damaged the fabric of our society” by
enslaving the unwittinglydependent, crippled our
economy with failed stimulus plans, and ultimately
threaten to destroy what’s left of the American
quality of life.
Indeed, how can Capitular Masonry expect to make
this kind of gigantic course correction when so much
of this Nation has succumbed to accepting rewards
without the effort of work, and the political apparatus
discouragingly offers little hope of revelation, much
less resolution?Certainly, the future of America
cannot endure when a growing “many”become ever
dependent upon an increasing “few”. The biggest
challenge we must meet is the one we present to
ourselves. To return to a nation that places
productive accomplishment above unearned
entitlement. To demand our leadership face difficult
truths rather than hide behind comfortable lies. To
accept our responsibilities as a united people,with
trust in God, willing to make sacrifices for the benefit
of each other. “The greatest obstacle to the welfare
state is not greed but private charity that makes the
welfare state irrelevant; the greatest obstacle to reeducation of children in the name of the collective is
allegiance to a higher power. More than that, the
greatest obstacle to the state as god is an actual
God above the state”.
Royal Arch Masonry is far from perfect, but it does
offer a man a chance to shape his own destiny. It
does not guarantee equality of conditions - it only
guarantees equality of opportunity.In Symbolic
Masonry we learned the two pillars rest upon
wisdom to chart our own destiny, and the strength to
see those actions to fruition.In Capitular Masonry
these pillars also rest upon the principle of theduty
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to act responsibly, to obey the laws, and to
abandon certain types of self-interested behaviors
that conflict with the general good; and the tenet
that a fidelity to the beauty, nobility, and greatness
of Divine influence will most advance civilization.
Freemasonry has proven theseprecepts time and
again that ordinary people are capable of
extraordinary possibilities.
The true force which propels America’s endless
political disputes and constant struggles for
economic advantage is not a burning concern for
enlightenment or even a dedication to the
principles of tradition; unfortunately, it is a
willingness to allow someone else to control the
destiny of this Great American Experiment in
exchange for unearned benefits we have grown
accustomed to receiving as entitlements.This is
not a subtle nuance of personal choice, it is a
blatant revelation that something hasgone
fundamentally wrong with American values.
Freemasonry once held influence enough to help
transform a fledgling nation,forged by men of
personal responsibility, strong work ethic, and a
commitment to a higher ideal founded on the
cornerstones of freedom, justice and tolerance into
the mightiest power on earth.
Let us never forget that Freemasonry is ourselves
and the supreme power of Deity over all of us.
The ultimate rulers of our country or fraternity are
not a President, Congress, General Grand High
Priest, Grand Master, Chapter Officer or any other
presiding official, but the brethren and companions
of this ancient and noble Craft. However, our
collective failure as Royal Arch Masons to
continue to inculcate American and Masonic
traditions, beliefs and history, is rapidly destroying
the country bequeathed to us by our forebears.
Apart from the emergency aid we should provide
to alleviate the immediate sufferings of victims of
natural disasters, calamities and crises; the
purpose of enacting government social benefit
programs and private charitable actions into an
institutional activity should be to help people
become more effective and sustainable – not
enslave them to a system of dependency, apathy
and irrelevance. Every man at one time or another
may need a helping hand, but as a people we
must also “recognize that we have responsibilities
as well as rights; that our destinies are bound
together; that a freedom which only asks what's in

it for me, a freedom without a commitment to others,
a freedom without love or charity or duty or
patriotism, is unworthy of our founding ideals, and
those who died in their defense.”
“Our human compassion binds us the one to the
other – not in pity or patronizingly, but as human
beings who have learnt how to turn our common
suffering into hope for the future.”Thus, we must
demand people take advantage of the opportunities
presented them, not merely as a matter of good
economic policy but as a path of vigilance toward
new vistas and destinies that give the people the
chance to use their talents to build their own lives.
We must get away from the traditional route where
the “rich” will do the business and the “poor” will
depend on public handouts and private charity.
“Charity bestowed upon those who are worthy of it is
like good seed sown on a good soil that yields an
abundance of fruits. But alms given to those who
are yet under the tyrannical yoke of the passions are
like seed deposited in a bad soil. The passions of
the receiver of the alms choke, as it were, the
growth of merits.”- Buddha
COMPANION ADEPT OF THE TEMPLE
The York Rite Sovereign College has developed a
self-study educational program, similar in concept to
the Scottish Rite’s Master Craftsman Program, for the
York Rite bodies. It is available to any York Rite
Mason by enrollment through the Sovereign College
Office. Cost is only $30. Eight resources are made
available, seven of them at no cost. Your editor
purchased the other from Amazon for $1.99! These
resources include books by Mackey, Thomas Smith
Webb, Jeremy Cross, Bernard Jones, Jackson Chase
and George Cooper Connor. You will be happy to
have these resources on your PC! Or your eBook
reader. For information, contact the College Office at
(313) 833-1385.
EDITOR'S MESSAGE
CALENDARS OF PRESIDING OFFICERS
The itineraries can be found at the Grand York Rite
website. Hold down the CTRL key and click on the
line below.
For M.E.C. Rick Baskin go to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghp
calendar.html
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For
M.I.G.M
Bill
Price
go
to:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/calendar.
html

Once chosen, the award of $1,000 is renewable for
a total of 4 years, as long as the requirements are
maintained.

For
R.E.G.C.
Steve
Alderete
go
to:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itin
erary.html

Do you know a Rainbow Girl, Job's Daughter or
DeMolay that could benefit by knowing this
information? What are you waiting for - make that
call!

COMMUNICATIONS
THE RIFLE RAFFLE
As mentioned in previous editions of the
Encompasser, communications are vital to assist
those seeking further light in Masonry. So resolve
now to ACT: 1) broadcast this publication far and
wide, and encourage each of your York Rite
bodies to buy a 2-year subscription; 2) broadcast
the monthly Workman to the leaders of all your
bodies; 3) access the following websites, and see
that your Companions are aware of their existence
and how to access them:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
www.goldenstatechapter.org
www.yorkrite.org

The Henry Repeating Arms Company has donated
one of their Golden Boy Freemason Tribute Edition
rifles to each Grand Commandery in the United
States. See the flyer on page 11 below. Here in
California, the Grand Commandery is holding a
raffle with 100% of the proceeds to go to the
Educational Foundation, which could generate as
much as $50,000 for scholarship purposes. Please
note that such a raffle is permitted under terms of
Section 1200.050 of the California Masonic code.
See Grand Commandery line officers or Inspectors
to find out how to purchase tickets for this worthy
educational cause.

And as you continue into this York Rite year, make
every effort you can to continually remind your
membership of the Colorado River Fall Festival
this October. Confer the Mark Master as often as
you can and build interest in our brethren of
pursuing further light.

GOLDEN STATE RESEARCH
CHAPTER

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Masonic Family has a large number of
scholarships available to our youth, but how many
of those in need of assistance really "KNOW" they
are available?
California Royal
requirements:

Arch

$1,000

Scholarship

A member of the Masonic Family (ie:
Rainbow, Jobs Daughter or Demolay)
A US Citizen
A California Resident
A 3.0 Grade Point Average
Deadline to apply: To be determined

The mission of the Golden State Research
Chapter is to stimulate interest among Royal Arch
Masons by expanding their knowledge of Royal
Arch Masonry through research leading to the
publication of educational materials that expand the
understanding of Royal Arch Masons in their
history, traditions, and symbolism

Page 7 of 12

Information describing why this Chapter
was
formed
is
available
at
WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG.
The next meeting for our Research
Chapter will be held in Bakersfield during the York
Rite Grand Sessions in May. All Companions are
invited and encouraged to attend.
I encourage all Royal Arch Companions to
join the Golden State Chapter of Research in
order to receive further light in our beautiful
Capitular Degrees. Our website address is
www.goldenstatechapter.org, where we post
many papers and newsletters. This is also where
you will find an application of affiliation to the
Chapter. To become a member of the Research
Chapter candidates must submit an application
form and a $10.00 fee. There are no annual dues
in the Research Chapter. Our flagship publication
is publishing the Grand Orations of the Grand
Chapter, Grand Council and the Vespers Service
of the Grand Commandery.

RECEPTIONS AND FESTIVALS
Date
Feb 11
Mar 18
Mar 18
Mar 27
Apr 8
Apr 15

Event
3-Way
Reception
Chapter
Festival
Chapter
Degrees
Council
Degrees
Chapter
Festival
Templar
Orders

Location
San Diego

GRAND YORK RITE
CONTACT INFORMATION
Most Excellent Grand High Priest:
Richard D. Baskin, KYGCH
(619) 990-6465 (C)
rbkasin@cox.net
Most Illustrious Grand Master:
William E. Price, KYGCH
(650) 759-1120 (C)
wwprice@gmail.com
Right Eminent Grand Commander
Stephen E. Alderete
(909) 440-4385 (Cellular)
regc2016@gmail.com
Grand Secretary:
Ken Hope
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13
Artesia, CA 90701-3872
(562) 924-6500(W)
(562) 484-1611(C)
sec-rec@californiayorkrite.org
Editor:
Phil Hardiman, PGHP
2713 Hoffman Woods Lane
Carmichael, CA 95608
(916) 712-4814(C)
philipandnancy@aol.com

Woodland
Van Nuys
Van Nuys

Websites:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org

Palo Alto
If you need access to the confidential features
of the website, contact one of the officers above
for userid and password.

Van Nuys

If you would like to attend any of these events
and need to know particulars about where and
when and cost, please call any of the contact
numbers below
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WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER
www.goldenstatechapter.org
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WE
NEED
SUBSCRIBERS
The California Encompasser is requesting
subscribers to assist with the ever increasing
costs of paper, printing and postage. We are
also in constant need of new items, fillers,
pictures, jokes, educational papers (short) and
anything else you might be able to think of.

S u b s c r i p t i o n F o r m
Yes! I would appreciate receiving the California Encompasser.
You will find my check for $100.00 enclosed for a lifetime
subscription or $40.00 for a two-year subscription.
NAME: ______________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
CITY, ST & ZIP:
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California Freemasons
The Family of Freemasonry
“Masonry on the Rise”

