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Bay Chapter No. 97 Royal Arch Masons in 1958
and served as High Priest in 1968. He was greeted
in Alpha Council No. 39 Cryptic Masons in 1968
and served as Illustrious Master in 1968. He was
knighted in Santa Monica Bay Commandery No. 61
Knights Templar in 1968 and served as Eminent
Commander in 1973.
He was a member of the following Masonic
Societies: Valley of Long Beach, Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite in 1976; Al Malaikah
Temple, Ancient Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
in 1977; Kincora Council No. 8, Knight Masons
1972; Southern California Preceptory, DeMolay
Legion of Honor 1973; San Fernando Y San Juan
Council No. 105; Allied Masonic Degrees 1974 –
Sovereign Master 1976; Los Angeles Priory No. 27,
Knights of the York Cross of Honour, 1975;
Philalethes Society 1975; Royal Order of Scotland,
1978; St. Croix Conclave, Red Cross of
Constantine; Chevaliers Bienfaisants de la Cite
Sainte; Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus
Foederatis.

MURRAY E. COOKE
Murray E. Cooke was born in Somerville,
Massachusetts on November 3, 1924. His family
moved to Nova Scotia in 1928. He received his
education through high school in the Dartmouth,
Nova Scotia school system. He graduated in
1947 from what is now the Southern Alberta
Institute of Technology, (University of Alberta) ,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. He served in the Royal
Canadian Air Force, 1943-45 and attained the
commissioned rank of Flying Officer and was
awarded the wings of Wireless Air Gunner,
specializing in radio, radar and gunnery. He saw
service in Canada, The Bahamas, England and
Ireland. On August 24, 1945 he married Margarie
D. Rose in Calgary. They were blessed with twin
children, Judith A. Almquist and John M.
Cooke. They have two grandchildren.
Murray was raised a Master Mason in March,
1952 in Triangle Lodge No. 548 F&AM of Venice,
California and served as Worshipful Master in
1964. He joined Triangle Chapter No 456 Order of
the Eastern Star in 1954 and served as Worthy
Patron in 1956. He was exalted in Santa Monica

Murray was appointed Grand Royal Arch Captain
in 1977 by Most Excellent Companion Fred E.
Nollenberger. He served as Grand High Priest of
the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California
in 1982. He was elected to the General Grand
Captain of the Host of the General Chapter Royal
Arch Masons International line in 1987 and served
as General Grand High Priest from 1996-99.

COMPTCHE OUTDOOR DEGREES
The 43rd Annual Comptche Outdoor Royal Arch
Degrees are scheduled this year for June 26th at
Tunzi Ranch. All four Degrees will be conferred on
Saturday, with the Prologue beginning at 8:30 a.m.
The reservation deadline is June 18th. You could
make a vacation around this event. Self-contained
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RVs and tent campers are welcome to setup from
June 23rd through the 28th. There are no 120V
hookups but there are chemical toilets in the
meadow. There is a hot water shower in the
restroom shack, as well as men’s and women’s
bathrooms.
Fish Fry Friday night -- $15.50
Breakfast Saturday morning -- $10
Dues Registration -- $12
Companions Lunch -- $12.50
Tri-tip Barbeque Saturday Night -- $20
Breakfast Sunday morning -- $10
Children half-price; only companions pay the
registration. Make checks payable to COMPTCHE
OUTDOOR DEGREES, and complete and send the
registration document below to Guy Chalmers, 50
Lohrrman Lane, Petaluma, CA 94952-3609.

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS
WITH OUR TROOPS

We volunteers had one goal in mind: Give back to
those who have given so much for us. Military
families at Camp Parks Training Facility in Dublin,
California are away from home, family, and friends,
attending two years of training before being deployed
somewhere else in the world. How lonely at
Christmas, I thought, especially for the children of
these families. Just how would Santa find them, so
far away from home? How awful it must be to miss
the Christmas Spirit.
Taking to heart the strong Christmas message of love,
compassion, and making better the lives of others,
San Ramon Presbyterian Church volunteers, aptly
named the “Building Bridges” group, created a
solution nine years ago. Their solution was a twofer,
to give a taste of Christmas to complete strangers, for
a brief moment in time, and to give back to our
Military who have given so much for us, and have
expected so little in return.
The great tenets of our Freemasonry: Brotherly Love,
Relief, and Truth, are front and center, when you act
for the benefit of those who truly inspire. The SRPC
Christian group, of which I’m a member, and we
Freemasons, are simpatico in thought, word, and
deed.
Building Bridges volunteers have provided a large
Christmas dinner, with all the trimmings, for years,
and I heard this year was to be the largest: about 350+
families. An Army band would play Christmas songs,
and GPS coordinates given to Santa, so the good
children could receive gifts. Base Commander Lt Col
Christopher Gerdes and Command Sgt Major Richard
Kreiberg would be there to insure that no one would
leave sad or hungry. Wow, just what was needed!
Local Army leadership figured out what to do long
before we did.
They created a “Community
Covenant” to encourage local cities, citizens, and
groups to participate in making the lives of troops and
their families more normal and comfortable. The
folks want to participate because we all understand
the high price that our troops and families pay, in
order to serve us. The cost of Freedom is high. We
owe the troops!
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I arrived on base in early afternoon, and passed the
Army checkpoint. Never having visited Camp
Parks, I then made several wrong turns, trying to
find the Base Community Center, but I finally
arrived. Several other Building Bridges volunteers
were in sight, among the plumes of aromic barbeque
smoke, emanating from 50 large Tri-Tip roasts
slowly cooking over white-hot coals. How delicious
they must taste, I thought. Troops, out for their
daily runs, marched and ran by, trying very hard not
to break formation to find out what smelled so good.
Could they have thought that in a few hours they
would know what was behind that alluring odor?
There were challenges to our success, however,
namely no on-site ovens and food preparation
tables. Two Building Bridges leaders years ago
decided to rent, or request, what was needed. And
then caravan tables, propane ovens, barbeque pits,
and tables to the base with vans and SUVs.
Building Bridges volunteers cooked at home, then
brought to base: 20 crocks full of mashed potatoes,
20 trays of chicken fettuccini, 20 trays of asparagus
and other vegetables, huge bowls of salads, and the
makings of 1200 appetizers. There has never been a
shortage of SRPC folks who want to help. Our
leaders create new jobs to keep new Building
Bridges volunteers busy.
Another local organization that coordinates
volunteers with needs, City Serve, made and
brought the deserts, and Pleasanton Rentals
provided rental discounts.
Our Building Bridges leader had group names for
us, like “Master of the Grill” for the barbequers.
Hey, Master of the Grill, you’re needed outside!
Get it done before it rains! With her expert drill
sergeant handling, all our efforts fit together
perfectly, so that the dinner was ready in time for
serving. However, one huge glitch did appear
which could have de-railed the dinner: the propane
oven rental didn’t work, just as it was needed to heat
the chicken fettuccini and vegetables. Our leader’s
solution: Fill an Army clamshell portable cooker
with coals, light ‘er up, and start cooking the trays
of food. Believe it or not, this worked as well as
with an oven.

The Army MWR (Moral Welfare Recreation)
Program supports Military families, and provided
wrapped Santa presents for his bag of goodies. How
happy the kids would be this Christmas. MWR staff
prepared the night’s program, and publicized it to the
troops. They asked us Building Bridges folks to eat
with the troop families when we finished serving
them.
The result? Over 350+ Military families came and
feasted upon the good will and delight that is
Christmas. I sat and ate with a family from El Paso.
They were stationed at Camp Parks for two years, and
the husband did not know his next assignment, but
was happy with the training he was receiving. His
wife was quiet at first, but then very friendly when
she came to know just who we were and what we
were doing. Their son kept looking at Santa Claus
and the other children, and beamed when told he
could go to Santa. The Army band played Christmas
Carols. Blessed was this night.
Bud Warder, PM, KYCH
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT SEMINARS
The LAST York Rite “Leadership Seminar” for this
Capitular Year will be on Saturday, January 31st at
the Masonic Center in Vista. These seminars, jointly
sponsored by the Grand Chapter, Grand Council and
Grand Commandery, are providing current and future
leaders with tools and information designed to
improve leadership skills and strengthen our York
Rite management.
All Companions who have not already attended one
of this year’s seminars are encouraged to attend this
one in Vista.
Admission is free and a free lunch is provided. See
details on the announcement later in this newsletter.
Note that reservation is requested, to Bud Ramsey, so
he can plan for adequate materials and lunches. His
phone and e-mail are on the last line of the attached
announcement.
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ROYAL ARCH HISTORY
Of particular interest to all Companions and Sir
Knights is the new addition to the History of the
Royal Arch – Volume 4 is now available, which
takes the history through 1996. This is the
supplement to the original 3 Volume set prepared
by Everett R. Turnbull and Ray V. Denslow. The
4th Volume can be purchased for $25. Volumes 1,
2, 3 & 4 of the History of Royal Arch Masonry
have been reprinted. These books are hardbound
and approximately 500 pages each. The cost is $
100.00 for all 4 books plus $ 15.00 shipping and
handling in USA. Foreign shipping could cost
more. Payment by check or credit card. Contact
the General Grand Secretary to order books.
ramintl@sbcglobal.net

EDITOR'S MESSAGE
WEST COAST EASTER OBSERVANCE

As mentioned in previous editions of the
Encompasser, communications are vital to assist
those seeking further light in Masonry. So resolve
now to ACT: 1) broadcast this publication far and
wide, and encourage each of your York Rite bodies
to buy a 2-year subscription; 2) broadcast the
monthly Workman to the leaders of all your bodies;
3) access the following websites, and see that your
Companions are aware of their existence and how to
access them:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
www.goldenstatechapter.org
www.yorkrite.org
And as you continue into this York Rite year, make
every effort you can to continually remind your
membership of the Colorado River Fall Festival
this October. Confer the Mark Master as often as
you can and build interest in our brethren of pursuing
further light.
GOLDEN STATE RESEARCH CHAPTER

The Observance this year will be held in Tempe,
AZ on April 3-5. More details are available now
on page 27 of the January issue of the monthly
Knight Templar magazine. Registration will be
available soon at www.WSEO.us.
CALENDARS OF PRESIDING OFFICERS
The itineraries can be found at the Grand York Rite
website. Hold down the CTRL key and click on
the line below. For M.E.C. Jon Humphreys go to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/g
hpcalendar.html
For
M.I.G.M
David
Chesebro
go
to:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/calendar.
html
For
R.E.C.
Carlos
Gonzalez
go
to:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itin
erary.html
COMMUNICATIONS

The website located at www.goldenstatechapter.org
now contains a copy of the 2010, 2011 and 2012
Grand Orations booklets. Also included is a copy of
“The Royal Arch Path,” by MEC Phil Hardiman,
KYGCH.
The latest Semi-annual meeting was opened in
Ample Form by MEC Jon Humphreys at 12:15 pm,
with EC Paul Ericson as Chaplain and EC Dave
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Sokol as Principal Sojurner.
companions were present.

Approximately 20
GRAND YORK RITE
CONTACT INFORMATION

Under membership status, nineteen petitions were
read – 17 members of Sacramento Chapter #3,
submitted by EC Dongo, and two who were present
and recommended by Bill Price and Dave Sokol. It
was moved, seconded and passed unanimously that
all be elected, including those entered on the roster
since last meeting. Total membership now includes
272 living members.
EC Sokol suggested that he would like to see the
Mark Master conferred at Grand Lodge again, as
we did five years ago, with 81 new Mark Masters
advanced at that time. After some discussion, EC
Dongo established a Committee, to be chaired by
MEC Hardiman, to pursue this as an option for
future years. Others on the Committee include
REC Steve Goad, Bill Price, and Loren Piper.
MEC Hardiman then presented his paper, entitled I
HAVE IT, published in the October 2014 edition of
the Encompasser, dealing with modern dietary
habits and the salutary benefits of a high-FAT diet,
as opposed to a high CARB diet. He explained
how a new book out, The Big Fat Surprise, Why
Butter, Meat and Cheese Belong in a Healthy Diet
explains that it is eating too many Carbs that cause
obesity, diabetes, heart disease, and so forth.
The meeting was closed in Ample Form by MEC
Humphreys at 1:00 pm.
For information about membership, contact:
Ex. Comp Joseph Dongo, High Priest
alacabo@gmail.com
Dr. Paul Arthur Clark, King
steward_lvx@hotmail.com

Most Excellent Grand High Priest:
Jon D. Humphreys (Sylvia)
580 Village Dr.
Galt, CA 95632-8156
(209) 745-9193 (H)
(916) 205-8104 (C)
jonhumphreys42@yahoo.com
Most Illustrious Grand Master:
David L. Chesebro (Sarah)
1615 9th St
Los Osos, CA 93402-2222
(805) 528-7468 (H)
(805) 459-2618 (C)
dlchesebro@gmail.com
Right Eminent Grand Commander
Carlos Gonzalez
1745 Camino Palmero St Apt 530
Los Angeles, CA 90046-2942
(213) 369-7926 (C)
gonzalez0614@gmail.com
Grand Secretary:
Ken Hope
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13
Artesia, CA 90701-3872
(562) 924-6500(W)
(562) 484-1611(C)
ca.yorkrite@verizon.net
Editor:
Phil Hardiman, PGHP
2713 Hoffman Woods Lane
Carmichael, CA 95608
(916) 712-4814(C)
philipandnancy@aol.com
Websites:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
If you need access to the confidential
features of the website, contact one of the
officers above for userid and password.

Ex. Companion Bob Morrison, Scribe
bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net
Ex. Comp Casey Latham, Secretary
casey.latham@mycampus.apus.edu

WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER
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WE
NEED
SUBSCRIBERS
The California Encompasser is requesting
subscribers to assist with the ever increasing
costs of paper, printing and postage. We are
also in constant need of new items, fillers,
pictures, jokes, educational papers (short) and
anything else you might be able to think of.

S u b s c r i p t i o n

F o r m

Yes! I would appreciate receiving the California Encompasser.
You will find my check for $100.00 enclosed for a lifetime
subscription or $40.00 for a two-year subscription.
NAM E: ______________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
CITY, ST & ZIP:
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California Freem asons
The Fam ily of F reem asonry
“M asonry on the Rise”

