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1965. He, and his wife, Grace, are members of the
Old Catholic Order of Christ the King. Grace
Austin Corwin came into his life in 1971 and they
were married April 6, 1974, combining the two fine
families. They have four sons, Clifford C. Corwin
(Sharen), Charles T. Corwin (Anne), Charles E.
Maier, III, John C. Maier (Joy). Eight
grandchildren (Candice Ramos, Anthony Corwin,
Thomas Corwin, Beth Corwin, Savannah Maier,
Abigail Maier, Benjamin Maier & Manfredd
Maier.) two great grandson’s (Garrison Ramos &
Beckett Ramos) and a great granddaughter (Emmie
Corwin) who have been a constant blessing.

FATHER CHUCK, IN MEMORIAM

U

Maier, Charles Ernest, Jr.
Born January 12, 1931, in Pasadena, California.
Chuck was a native of Laguna Beach, California,
attending the public schools there, active in all
aspects of school life. In 1948 he joined the
United States Marine Corps, serving in the
Korean War, 1950-1953. He was an air controller
in the Chosin Reservoir Campaign and a member
of the Chosin Few. He completed his service in
1960.
On June 25, 1952, he felt a special call from
Jesus Christ and two years later began
preparation for the Christian ministry, graduating
from Orange Coast College, Chapman College,
San Francisco Theological Seminary and St.
Andrews/London University. He served five
years in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and
was ordained an Old Catholic priest, February 28,

The spiritual life in the Church has been
complemented by an active membership in the
Masonic Family. Father Chuck has been a Blue
Lodge Mason since 1954, a Chaplain for several
lodges for over 30 years, Grand Chaplain for the
California Grand Lodge in 1988 and Charter
Chaplain for two lodges in Orange County. He is a
member of the Scottish Rite Valleys of Long
Beach, K.C.C.H., in 1987, and Santa Ana, 33 °, in
1997. He is a member of the Orange County York
Rite since 1955, serving as Prelate for the
Commandery from 1994 through 2010. In 1995 he
was appointed Grand Prelate for the Grand
Commandery of California and served for 15 years.
He was recognized by the Grand Commandery of
California and the Grand Encampment of Knight
Templar of the United States of America with the
Knight Commander of the Temple and in 2003,
with the Knight Templar Cross of Honor.
He was called home by His Lord on December 3,
2013, following a brief time at Mission Medical
Center in Laguna Beach. A Church and Knights
Templar Memorial Service, a Celebration of Life,
was held on, December 9, 2013.
Cards can be sent to Grace Maier, 489 Jasmine St.,
Laguna Beach, CA 92651-1615.
In lieu of flowers, donations are requested to: Holy
Land Pilgrimage, 11428 Artesia Blvd, Ste 13,
Artesia, CA 90701-3872.

Page 2 of 16

They very recently bought a farm in Rio Vista where
they enjoyed their two dogs, two cats, and three very
curious alpacas.

DON JACKSON, IN MEMORIAM

U

Masonic Biography
Inspector, 418th Masonic District (Woodland, Yolo,
Scepter lodges)
2013 Wise Master, Chapter Rose Croix, Sacramento
Scottish Rite
Grand Master of the Second Veil, California Grand
Chapter Royal Arch Masons
Past Master, 2003, 2011, 2012, Woodland Lodge #81
Donald Paul Jackson was born in Paris, France on
March 3, 1955. He is the third and youngest son of
the late Air Force Senior Master Sergeant Bert
Ralph Jackson of Indiana, and Della LaFavor
Jackson of Nebraska. Don moved with his family
around the United States every eighteen months or
so. After France, the Jacksons lived in Oklahoma,
Idaho, Louisiana, North Dakota, Missouri, Oregon,
southern California, northern California, and
Arizona.
He graduated from McClintock High School in
Tempe, Arizona, in June 1973 and attended Grand
Canyon College.
Don worked as a Technical
Supervisor for the mailing equipment service
branch of Bell and Howell for 17 years.
After much consideration and diligence, Brother
Don Jackson became a Master Mason in 1998 and
hit the ground running. He became an active voice
for every aspect of our Craft and found lasting and
deeply meaningful bonds of Brotherhood.
Don married Joan Walker Voss in August of 2007.
He was the Worshipful Master of Yolo Lodge in
Davis at the time, and their very special wedding
took place in that Lodge Room. Don and Joan
share two bright and beloved children: a daughter,
Kelley Voss, a graduate student at Alaska Pacific
University; and a son, Andy Voss, a senior at
Sacramento State College.

Past Master, 2007, Yolo Lodge #195
Dual member, Ashdown Lodge #581, Ashdown,
Arkansas
Dual member, Hap Arnold Lodge #457, Shreveport,
Louisiana
Hiram Award recipient
Master of the Grand Cross of Color, California
Rainbow Girls
Knight Commander of the Court of Honor,
Sacramento Scottish Rite
Holy Order of the High Priesthood, Grand
Convention of Annointed High Priests of California
Member, Grand Lodge Youth Orders Committee
Past High Priest, Royal Arch, Woodland Chapter
Member, Royal Arch, Washington Chapter, Yuba
City
Member, Cryptic Masons, Marysville Council
Member, Knights Templar, Marysville Commandery
Past Club President, Yolo Shrine Club
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Member, Northern
Association

California

Past

Master’s

Call Wes Mindermann at (916) 365-3772 or email
him at dumpengr@aol.com
HU

Member, Allied Masonic Degrees, Sutter Buttes
Council
Member, Golden
Rosicrucian Society

State

College,

Chairman of the Advisory Board, Woodland
Assembly Rainbow Girls
Advisory Council Member, Woodland Chapter
DeMolay
Member, Sacramento Scottish Rite Bodies Strategic
Planning Committee
Chairman,
Lodge

Scholarship

Committee,

SIMINOFF DAYLIGHT CHAPTER #163
EXALTS 12 CANDIDATES
Saturday, November 23, 2013

U

Masonic

Member, Southern California Research Lodge

Woodland

UH

The newly formed Siminoff Daylight Chapter No.
163 Constituted on 13th July 2013 hosted the first
conferral of all the Degrees of the Royal Arch since
the establishment in 1898 of the Masonic Home at
Union City. Doric Chapter No 66 conferred the Mark
and Most Excellent Master Degrees.
The picture below shows the class of candidates as
will as the Royal Arch conferral team.
Also
participating were Companions from Doric Chapter
No. 66; Ancient Chapter No 31; and Palo Alto
Chapter No 93.
Siminoff Chapter will also confer the MARK
MASTER DEGREE on Thursday, 12th December at
10 a.m. M.W.Bro. John L. Cooper III, Grand Master,
K.Y.G.C.H., has said he will be in attendance.

VALENTINE IN VIENNA

U

You and Your Guests are Cordially Invited to an
Evening with the Most Worshipful John L.Cooper
III and His Lady Heather for a Valentine in Vienna
and to Celebrate the Music and History of Brother
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
When:
Saturday, February 8th, 2014
5:00 PM - Doors Open and No Host Cocktails
6:30 PM – Dinner
Dancing and Picture Opportunities at the Event
Where:
Sacramento Masonic Temple
1123 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814
Cost and Attire:
$25 Per Person, Black Tie Attire or Formal Period
Costumes Welcome!
Reservations Required:

The conferral members for the Royal Arch Degree
were:
Royal Arch Degree
Director William ‘Bill’ Ellison K.Y.C.H. (Inspector)
Ancient 31 Palo Alto 93 and Siminoff 163
H. P.
E.C William ‘Bill’ Malmstrom KYCH
King
E.C. William ‘Bill’ Ellison KYCH
Scribe
E.C. Russell S. Kennedy KYCH
Capt. Host E.C. Pepito Duque (Ancient 31) KYCH
Prin. Soj. E.C.Edgar W. Fentum PGHP., KYGCH
R.A.C.
E. Comp. Michael Patterson HP
(Doric 66)
rd
3 Veil
E. Comp.Theodore Wisse HP
(Ancient 31)
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2nd Veil
1st Veil

E.Comp.C. Leslie Dent KYGCH PIGM
E.Comp. John Myers
(Palo Alto 93) KYCH
Cryptogram E. Comp. William ‘Bill’ Ellison KYCH
Lecture
E.Comp. Lee Hasal
(Ancient 31) PHP
Charge
E. Comp. Lee Hasal
(Ancient 31) PHP
Preview
E. Comp. Mark Harris HP
(California 1)
Past Master Degree principal Officers were
members of Siminoff Chapter No 163:
R.W.M Bob McCain KYCH
S.W. Howard 'Bud' Warder KYCH
Junior Deacon Efren Prado
CALIFORNIA GRAND YORK RITE
SESSIONS -- 2014

U

Your Executive Committee for the 2014 Grand
York Rite Sessions is diligently at work on the
plans for the Grand York Rite Sessions. Although
the Sessions are not until May 17th through May
21st, 2014; planning occurs year round. The
schedule and the registration form are now
available
on
the
website.
A word about the Souvenir Program Ad request
form. One of the challenges that we faced last year
was receiving many of our ads after the deadline.
There is a great deal of planning and associated
revenue and expense projections involved. Mason
volunteers, your Brothers and Companions, do all
this work in their spare time. Please try to help
them. Installations in December and January are a
great time to get your pictures for the program.
Without the Ads it would be impossible to fund the
sessions so please place your ads and do so early.
We are reviewing the successes from the past and
considering some fresh ideas. Grand Sessions is
open to all York Rite Masons and their Ladies, not
just the presiding officers who obligated their
attendance at their installation. Please encourage
everyone in your Chapter, Council, and

Commandery to attend this year. We want this to be
the most successful year ever.
This year we will have two fun degrees. The first
is the Order of Zanzibar and it is open to all masons.
It is a light hearted fun degree that raises funds for
the Cryptic Medical Research Foundation. The
second is for our ladies, we will be conferring the
Royal Arch Widow’s degree, this is an opportunity to
show the ladies how much we appreciate them and
their attendance at our sessions, any proceeds will go
to the Royal Arch Research Assistance Fund.
And one final thought on booking the hotel rooms on
time, through the regular registration process, and at
the GYRS rate by identifying yourself as a ‘Grand
York Rite Sessions’ attendee, if you speak to the
hotel directly, this is much more important than you
may realize. We are contractually obligated to meet a
certain number of room nights in exchange for
thousands of dollars in “concessions” from the hotel.
This includes the use of the many rooms, and
ballrooms that house our registration, many side
meetings, degree conferrals, the drill team
competitions, hospitality suites, the Grand
Recorder’s office, and so much more. You are doing
your part in making California’s Grand Sessions the
premier program that it is. No other state can boast
the quality and depth of program that we put together
every year. Booking after the deadline or outside of
our block could put us in a situation that, quite
frankly, we can’t afford. Looking forward to seeing
you there! See Registration Form and info at back.
Fraternally,
Gregg Hall, Grand Standard Bearer
2014 Sessions General Chairman
TWENTY-ONE FOR FORTY-TWO!

U

The 2014 Capitular Festival in Comptche will be
held on Saturda, June 28th. It’s an all day affair, so
come early (Friday night if at all possible) and stay
late, at least for the BBQ afterwards. Twenty-one
candidates is the goal this year, as we have learned in
prior years that that is pretty near the maximum we
can handle! Signet Chapter will bring a team this
year to confer the Royal Arch Degree, so this will be
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a great year to bring candidates from far and wide!
See the flyer at the end of this newsletter.

the General Grand Secretary to order books.
ramintl@sbcglobal.net
HU

U

EDITOR'S MESSAGE

0BU

WESTERN STATES EASTER OBSERVANCE
2014

U

CALENDARS OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

Grand Encampment Knights Templar of the USA is
now sponsoring three Easter Observances to fill the
needs for all Masons, Knights Templar and Sisters
of the Social Order of the Beauceant to attend.
Presently, the East Coast Easter Observance is held
in Virginia, the Mid-America Easter Observance is
held in Kansas and the Western States Easter
Observance is held in California. The general
public is also invited to attend this event; which is
always held on Easter Sunday. Go to the following
website for more details: http://www.wseo.biz/
HU

UH

The itineraries can be found at the Grand York Rite
website. Hold down the CTRL key and click on the
line below. For M.E.C. Gary Spriggs go to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/gh
pcalendar.html
HU

U

For
M.I.G.M
Dick
Williamson
go
to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/counc
il_2012/2012_calendar.html
HU

U

For
R.E.C.
Myron
Tisdel
go
to:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/
itinerary.html
HU

Events include:
Saturday: A tour of Warner Bros. Television is
provided for all to attend. Afterwards, our annual
Formal Banquet will be held. All Sir Knights are
asked to wear their Commandery uniforms minus
swords and Chapeaus.
Easter Sunday: Breakfast buffet will be provided
with the Grand Encampment Officers greeting one
and all. Immediately following the breakfast, all
will be transported to the Shrine Auditorium. Sir
Knights are asked to wear their full uniform minus
swords. Beauceant members are asked to wear
their red, white and black.
ROYAL ARCH HISTORY

U

Of particular interest to all Companions and Sir
Knights is the new addition to the History of the
Royal Arch – Volume 4 is now available, which
takes the history through 1996. This is the
supplement to the original 3 Volume set prepared
by Everett R. Turnbull and Ray V. Denslow. The
4th Volume can be purchased for $25. Volumes 1,
2, 3 & 4 of the History of Royal Arch Masonry
have been reprinted. These books are hardbound
and approximately 500 pages each. The cost is $
100.00 for all 4 books plus $ 15.00 shipping and
handling in USA. Foreign shipping could cost
more. Payment by check or credit card. Contact

U

COMPANION ADEPT OF THE TEMPLE
The York Rite Sovereign College has developed a
new self-study educational program, similar in
concept to the Scottish Rite’s Master Craftsman
Program, for the York Rite bodies. It is available to
any York Rite Mason by enrollment through the
Sovereign College Office. Cost is only $30. Eight
resources are made available, seven of them at no
cost. Your editor purchased the other from Amazon
for $1.99! These resources include books by
Mackey, Thomas Smith Webb, Jeremy Cross,
Bernard Jones, Jackson Chase and George Cooper
Connor. You will be happy to have these resources
on your PC! Or your eBook reader. For information,
contact the College Office at (313) 833-1385.
RAM-I NEWSLETTER
As you know, our Grand Chapter is associated with
the General Grand Chapter RAM International. The
General Grand Chapter is now publishing a
newsletter with international scope. Issues numbered
24, 25, and 26 for 2013 have been forwarded to local
Chapter officers. Please share as appropriate with
your companions. Scroll down the email to see
California specific news.
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Prior editions from March 2012 can also be found
under the Library tab at the Research Chapter
website: www.goldenstatechapter.org
HU

UH

HISTORY OF THE CRYPTIC RITE

3) access the following websites, and see that your
Companions are aware of their existence and how to
access them:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
www.goldenstatechapter.org
www.yorkrite.org

HU

U

HU

General Grand Council has recently re-published a
two-volume History, first published in 1931 and
again in 1977. This new edition has just arrived
and looks to be very enlightening, especially as
regards the relationship of the Cryptic Rite to the
Scottish Rite and the Royal Arch. The authors
(Eugene E. Hinman, Ray V. Denslow, and Charles
C. Hunt) say in the Preface:
“It has been our purpose, therefore, to place within
the compass of a single work all that is known
about the Cryptic Rite. That the reader may have all
possible information at his disposal we have
prepared an appendix in which appear copies of the
most important documents, and selections from the
writings of noted students of the subject. …..
“While this work is essentially a history, that
history has been largely influenced by jurisdictional
and legal questions, and we have therefore prepared
chapters on this phase of the subject. Chapters
have also been inserted on the subjects of Legend,
Tradition and Symbolism, all of which have had
their influence on the history. It is this rich legacy
of Legend and Symbolism that gave the Rite its
popularity to the present time, for the degrees stand
entirely upon their own merits and are not required
for advancement to any other rite or degree.” (Vol.
I, page 8)

U

HU

U

And as you continue into this York Rite year, make
every effort you can to continually remind your
membership of the Colorado River Fall Festival
this October. Confer the Mark Master as often as
you can and build interest in our brethren of pursuing
further light.
RECEPTIONS AND FESTIVALS -- 2014

U

Check the Grand York Rite website for current
information on receptions and festivals:
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/Event_Page.h
tml .
HU

UH

Included among the Festivals are the Sacramento
Sierra York Rite Association (SSYRA) festivals for
all three bodies in March, April and June, 2014
March 29, 2014: SSYRA
June 28, 2014

Woodland
Comptche

GOLDEN STATE RESEARCH CHAPTER

U

To get your own set, contact: David A. Grindle,
General Grand Recorder, PO Box 332, Meridian ID
83680-0332; e-mail: ggr@ggccmi.org
HU

U

COMMUNICATIONS
As mentioned in previous editions of the
Encompasser, communications are vital to assist
those seeking further light in Masonry. So resolve
now to ACT: 1) broadcast this publication far and
wide, and encourage each of your York Rite bodies
to buy a 2-year subscription; 2) broadcast the
monthly Workman to the leaders of all your bodies;

The website located at www.goldenstatechapter.org
now contains a copy of the 2010, 2011 and 2012
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Grand Orations booklets. Also included is a copy
of “The Royal Arch Path,” by MEC Phil Hardiman,
KYGCH.
The meeting at Grand Lodge on Saturday, Oct 5th,
was well-attended. Copies of the Grand Orations
2013 were distributed to attendees. Gregg Hall
presented a paper on “Why We Balance 3x3,”
which will appear in next year’s publication.
Companion Gregg is also General Chairman for
Grand Sessions next year and he proposed, and the
Chapter accepted, that we meet on Monday, in the
afternoon, May 19th, rather than on Grand Chapter
day, which is Tuesday, the 20th. See you there!
For information about membership, contact:
Ex. Comp Casey Latham, High Priest
casey.latham@mycampus.apus.edu
H

Ex. Comp Joseph Dongo, King
alacabo@gmail.com
H

Dr. Paul Arthur Clark, Scribe
steward_lvx@hotmail.com

H

M∴E∴ Comp∴ Philip A. Hardiman, Secretary
philipandnancy@aol.com
H

THE MEANING OF MASONRY
CHAPTER IV
As space permits, we will serialize the 4th Chapter
of the book by William Wilmshurst, first published
in 1923.
“Freemasonry,
under
the
English
Constitution, reaches its climax and conclusion in
the Order of the Holy Royal Arch. There exists a
variety of other degrees ramifying from the main
stem of the Masonic system which either elaborate
side-points of its doctrine or re-express its
teachings in alternative symbolism. These, while of
greater or less merit and interest, are beyond our
present consideration, and, indeed, are superfluities
tending rather to diffuse the student’s attention than
to deepen his insight into the central purpose of the
Craft. The taking of additional higher degrees may
be indulged in almost indefinitely, but to what
purpose if the initial ones, which contain all that is

necessary for the understanding of the subject,
remain imperfectly assimilated? It is a fallacy to
suppose that the multiplying of degrees will result in
the discovery of important arcane secrets which one
has failed to find in the rites of the Craft and the
Royal Arch. The higher degrees indeed illustrate
truths of much interest and often set forth with
impressive ceremonial beauty, the appreciation of
which will be the greater after and not before the
meaning of the preliminary ones has been thoroughly
absorbed; whilst the pursuit of “secrets” is certain to
prove illusory, for the only secrets worth the name or
the finding are those incommunicable ones which
discover
themselves
within
the
personal
consciousness of the seeker who is in earnest to
translate ceremonial representation into facts of
spiritual experience.
It was accordingly a sound instinct that
prompted those who settled the present constitution
of the Order to exclude these supplementary
refinements and to declare that “Masonry consists of
the three Craft Degrees and the Holy Royal Arch and
no more”, for within that compass is exhibited, or at
least outlined, the entire process of human
regeneration; so that after the Royal Arch there really
remains nothing more to be said, although what has
been said is of course capable of elaboration.
The
completeness
of
regeneration
theoretically postulated in those four stages is
marked, it should be observed, by the very
significant expression used in connection with a
Royal Arch Chapter, which is interpreted as meaning
“My people having obtained mercy”, which in its
further analysis signifies that all the parts and
faculties (“people”) of the candidate’s organism have
at last, and as the result of his previous discipline and
ordeals, become sublimated and integrated in a new
quality and higher order of life than that previously
enjoyed in virtue of his merely temporal nature. In a
word, he has become regenerated. He has achieved
the miracle of “squaring the circle”—a metaphorical
expression for regeneration, as shall be explained
presently.
Although but an expansion and completion of
the Third Degree, of which at one time it formed
part, there were good reasons for detaching the Royal
Arch portion from what now forms the Degree of
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Master Mason. The two parts in combination made
an inconveniently long rite, whilst a change in the
symbolic appointments and officers of the temple
of initiation was necessary, as the ceremony
proceeded, to give appropriate spectacular
representation to the further points calling for
expression. Despite this re-arrangement the Royal
Arch is the natural conclusion and fulfillment of the
Third Degree. The latter inculcates the necessity of
mystical death and dramatizes the process of such
death and revival therefrom into newness of life.
The Royal Arch carries the process a stage farther,
by showing its fulfilment in the “exaltation” or
apotheosis of him who has undergone it. The
Master Mason’s Degree might be said to be
represented in the terms of Christian theology by
the formula “He suffered and was buried and rose
again”, whilst the equivalent of the exaltation
ceremony is “He ascended into heaven”.
The Royal Arch Degree seeks to express that
new and intensified life to which the candidate can
be raised and the exalted degree of consciousness
that comes with it. From being conscious merely as
a natural man and in the natural restricted way
common to every one born into this world, he
becomes exalted (whilst still in his natural flesh) to
consciousness in a supernatural and illimitable way.
As has been said in previous papers, the purpose of
all initiation is to lift human consciousness from
lower to higher levels by quickening the latent
spiritual potentialities in man to their full extent
through appropriate discipline. No higher level of
attainment is possible than that in which the human
merges in the Divine consciousness and knows as
God knows. And that being the level of which the
Order of the Royal Arch treats ceremonially, it
follows that Masonry as a sacramental system
reaches its climax and conclusion in that Order.
As has also been already shown, to attain
that level involves as its essential prerequisite the
total abnegation, renouncement and renovation of
one’s original nature, the surrender of one’s natural
desires, tendencies and preconceptions, and the
abandonment and nullifying of one’s natural selfwill, by such a habitual discipline and self-denial
and gradual but vigorous opposition to all these as
will cause them gradually to atrophy and die down.

“He that loveth his life shall lose it, and he that
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life
eternal. Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth alone; but if it die it bringeth forth
much fruit”. As with a seed of wheat, so with man. If
he persists in clinging to the present natural life he
knows, if he refuses to recognize that a higher quality
of life is here and now possible to him, or is
unwilling to make the necessary effort to attain it, he
“abideth alone”, gets nowhere, and only frustrates his
own spiritual evolution. But if he is willing to “die”
in the sense indicated, if he will so re-orientate his
will and silence his natural energies and desires as to
give the Vital and Immortal Principle within him the
chance to assert itself and supersede them, then from
the disintegrated material of his old nature that germ
of true life will spring into growth in him and bear
much fruit, and by the steppingstones of initiation he
will rise from his dead self to higher things than he
can otherwise experience.
This necessity of self-dying is not, we repeat,
the physical death of the body but a mystical death—
in life of everything except the body- is the first and
fundamental fact to be grasped before one may hope
to realize or even to understand the mystery of the
Royal Arch Degree. “Mors janua vitae”; death to self
is the portal to true life. There is no other way. It is
the unescapable law and condition of the soul’s
progress.
But since it is a process involving a “most
serious trial of fortitude and fidelity” and a grapple
with oneself from which the timorous and selfdiffident may well shrink, the Mystery-systems have
always exhibited an example for the instruction,
encouragement and emulation of those prepared to
make the attempt and the necessary sacrifice. To
hearten them to the task the Initiatory Colleges have
held up a prototype in the person of some great soul
who has already trodden the same path and emerged
triumphant therefrom. It matters nothing whether the
prototype be one whose historic actuality and
identity can be demonstrated, or whether he can be
regarded only as legendary or mythical; the point
being not to teach a merely historical fact, but to
enforce a spiritual principle. In Egypt the prototype
was Osiris, who was slain by his malignant brother
Typhon, but whose mangled limbs were collected in
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a coffer from which he emerged reintegrated and
divinized. In Greece the prototype was Bacchus,
who was torn to pieces by the Titans. Baldur in
Scandinavia and Mithra in Graeco-Roman Europe
were similar prototypes. In Masonry the prototype
is Hiram Abiff, who met his death as the result of a
conspiracy by a crowd of workmen of whom there
were three principal ruffians. In the Christian and
chief of all systems, since it comprehends and reexpresses all the others, the greatest of the
Exemplars died at the hands of the mob, headed
also by three chief ruffians, Judas, Caiaphas and
Pilate. If in Masonry the mystical death is
dramatized more realistically than the resurrection
that follows upon it, that resurrection is
nevertheless shown in the “raising” of the
candidate to the rank of Master Mason and his
“reunion with the companions of former toils”,
implying the reintegration and resumption of all his
old faculties and powers in a sublimated state, just
as the limbs of the risen Osiris were said to reunite
into a new whole and as the Christian Master
withdrew His mutilated body from the tomb and
reassumed it, transmuted into one of supernatural
substance and splendour.

humility and docility fitting him for what still awaits
him—the attainment of that Wisdom which is
concealed from this world’s wise and prudent, but is
revealed unto babes. …….”

We have, therefore, now to consider how the Royal
Arch Degree exhibits the attainment of a new order
of life. But it may be as well to say in advance that
for those unhabituated to looking beyond surfacevalues and material meanings the exposition about
to be given, dealing as it will with the profound
spiritual truths and advanced psychological
experience allegorized by the external ceremonial,
is likely to present some difficulty of
comprehension and acceptance. The Royal Arch,
however, would not be the Supreme Degree it is did
it not move upon a supremely high level of thought
and instruction. It was not compiled to
accommodate
the
elementary
intelligence
theoretically characterizing the philosophically
untrained neophyte. It presupposes that its
candidate has passed through a long, strenuous
period of purification and mental discipline, in the
course of which his understanding has become very
considerably widened and deepened, whilst his
fidelity to the high inward Light which has
conducted him safely so far, has induced in him a
Page 10 of 16

GRAND YORK RITE
CONTACT INFORMATION
Most Excellent Grand High Priest:
Gary W. Spriggs, KYGCH
207 Catherine Lane
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5801
(530) 274-8937 (H)
(530) 913-1694 (C)
spriggs@nccn.net
Most Illustrious Grand Master:
Richard W. Williamson (Judy)
1555 E. Tabor Ave
Fairfield, CA 94533-2711
(707) 425-2045)H)
arty3@comcast.net
Right Eminent Grand Commander
Myron A. Tisdel (Wendy)
30520 100 Rd
Shingletown, CA 96088-9651
(530) 474-4669 (H)
(530) 474-3116 (F)
(530) 945-2103 (C)
mtisdel@frontiernet.net
Grand Secretary:
Ken Hope
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13
Artesia, CA 90701-3872
(562) 924-6500(W)
(562) 484-1611(C)
ca.yorkrite@verizon.net
Editor:
Phil Hardiman, PGHP
2713 Hoffman Woods Lane
Carmichael, CA 95608
(916) 712-4814(C)
philipandnancy@aol.com
Websites:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
If you need access to the confidential
features of the website, contact one of the
officers above for userid and password.
WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG
H
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2014 Grand York Rite Sessions May 17th to May 21st, 2014 – Bakersfield, CA
Please send page 1 of this form and payment to:
CA-GYRS 6431 Valley Hi Dr. Sacramento, CA 95823-4838
Reservation forms postmarked after 04/18/14 are subject to a 25% late fee –
Forms submitted onsite will be charged a $10 onsite processing fee

Contact the Bakersfield Doubletree Hotel
3100 Camino Del Rio Ct Bakersfield, 93308 @ (800) 222-TREE(8733)
tell the agent that you are in the Grand York Rite Group
for your hotel reservation before 04/15/14 Room rate: $93.00 for balcony rooms
($10 more per night if you requested a courtyard/pool facing room) +taxes
There is also a link on www.ca-gyrs.org to make your hotel reservation online

Questions,
General Chairman : Gregg Hall (408) 656-2459 chairman@ca-gyrs.org
please contact:
Executive Officer: James Baum, (760) 843-9258 executiveofficer@ca-gyrs.org
Meal/Event reservations: Dave Glass (916) 454-5335 reservations@ca-gyrs.org
No refunds after May 05th, 2014 unless approved by the Grand York Rite Sessions Executive Committee.

More forms (including the Order of High Priesthood, Thrice Illustrious Master & Past Commanders
Association), menus and schedule are available from www.ca-gyrs.org .
H

H

A few words about Reservation Only events:
Although there is no charge for these events, please enter in a numerical value for the events you want to
attend. This provides a headcount for the preparation of the event. Also, if the event is cancelled or changed
you can be notified.
Saturday shuttle to the Casino: A local casino is providing free shuttle service for our Ladies and others
who are not attending the AMD In-Gathering. The times are subject to change based on reservations and you
will need to co-ordinate with the shuttle driver for your return time.
Sunday Vesper services. Vespers is our gathering to honor our departed Companions and Sir Knights. All
are encouraged to attend.
The Ladies Masonic Information Sessions are designed as an informal gathering in the Lake Rooms for
our Ladies during the Business Meetings. The subjects of the Sessions will be available on the web site.
Members of the Royal Arch Research Chapter (and those that want to join) will be gathering on Monday
afternoon in the Lake Rooms.
Learn about what the York Rite College does at the Meet and Greet on Tuesday afternoon in the Lake
Rooms.
“Fun Degrees”
Order of Zanzibar Degree is for the Companions, enter in a 1 in the field to register as a candidate. You will
receive a certificate after receiving the degree. Those that have received the degree and sit on the sidelines,
do not need to make the reservation.
Royal Arch Widows Degree is for our Ladies enter in a 1 in the field to register as a candidate. You will
receive a certificate and a pin after receiving the degree. Those that have received the degree and the
Companions who wish to sit on the sidelines, do not need to make the reservation.
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GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CALIFORNIA
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13, Artesia, CA 90701-3872
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
LONG BEACH, CA 90813
PERMIT NO. 799

WE
NEED
SUBSCRIBERS
The California Encompasser is requesting
subscribers to assist with the ever increasing
costs of paper, printing and postage. We are
also in constant need of new items, fillers,
pictures, jokes, educational papers (short) and
anything else you might be able to think of.

S u b s c r i p t i o n F o r m
Yes! I would appreciate receiving the California Encompasser.
You will find my check for $100.00 enclosed for a lifetime
subscription or $40.00 for a two-year subscription.

NAME: ______________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
CITY, ST & ZIP:
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