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What a Month (August)   

Companions,  

What a month. We started out on August 1st in Alameda. We were not only there for a reception but for the 

institution of a new Council ; the first in California since H. Edward Barrõs Oasis Council in 1997.  

Several years ago Edgar Fentum was instrumental in creating a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons that meets at 
the Masonic Home in Union City. Now he has put his efforts into obtaining a dispe nsation to form a new 

Council.  On that Saturday I had the privilege of installing Most Excellent Companion Edgar as the Illustrious 

Master of Silver Trowel Council U.D.  

Several companions are also in the planning stages for a Council in Pittsburg where A ncient Chapter No. 31 

meets.  

In September there are three degree festivals in Southern California. On the 9th weõll be in San Bernardino for 
the Inland Empire festival. Helix Council will follow on the 17th in Escondido. Finally on the 28th in Van 

Nuys Ome ga Council will be greeting new Royal and Select Masters. I am also looking forward to visiting our 

Southern California Jurisdiction of DeMolay at their annual Conclave.  

I have received some updates on what your donations to Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation have 

accomplished. Your dollars are working hard for further advancements into cures for the following diseases: 
Stroke, Osteo or Rheumatoid Arthritis, Pancreatitis, Diabetes type 1 and 2 or its effects of Retinopathy or the 

possibility  of amputation, Aneurysm, Pulmonary ailments, Heart Attack, Weakened Heart, By -pass Surgery, 

Stents, Congestive Heart Failure, poor circulation or a lingering wound that wonõt heal. If you related to any of 

these your donations have contributed to advancin g a cure. Your donations go to CMMRF and they use these 

funds to sponsor research at the Indiana Center for Vascular Biology and Medicine. Currently if you would 

like to donate to a specific field of research CMMRF will match your donation between $5,000 a nd $25,000.  

Sincerely and Fraternally,  

Brett MacDonald  

Illustrious Grand Master  

Itinerary  

This year I will be emailing out a calendar monthly and if able to attend please make your reservations, in a 
timely manner.   If you have any questions please feel free to call me (626) 991 -6688.  

GRAND COUNCIL CALENDAR 2015 -20 16  
 

Friday ð September 4 -7 ð DeMolay Conclave  

Dress ð I.G.M. Tux w/purple accents jewel & apron Lady ð formal dress  
Officers ð Suit, jewel & apron Ladies Mid -calf length dress  

 

Wednesday ð September 9 ð Inland Empire YR Assn - 2888 Arrowhead Ave., San Bernardino  

100th Anniversary presentation to Valley Council No.27  

Royal and Select Master Degrees  

Dress ð Purple coat, Apron & jewel  
7:00 pm Degrees  

 

Thursday ð September 17 ð Helix Council No.58 - 1331 S. Escondido Blvd; Escondido  

Royal and Select Master Degrees  

Dress ð Purple coat, Apron & jewel  
6:00 pm Dinner ð degrees following  

Reservations: Pete Lagatta (760) 746 -4662 pslag1212@att.net Cost: unknown  

 

Monday ð September 28 ð Omega Council No.11 - 14750 Sherman Way; Van Nuys  

Royal and Select Master Degrees  

Dress ð Purple coat, Apron & jewel  
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6:00 pm Dinner Cost - $10 ð degrees following  

Reservations: Carlos Gonzalez (213 -369 -7926) gonzalez0614@gmail.com  

 

Saturday ð October 3 ð East Bay YR Assn ð 2312 Alameda Ave, Alameda  

Royal and Select Master Degrees  
Dress ð Purple coat, Apron & jewel  

8:00am Registration  

9:00am Degrees  

 

Friday ð Sunday October 9 -11 ð Grand Lodge of California ð San Francisco  

http://www.cvent.com/events/166th -annual -communication/custom -22- 
e320bf28e995472082e85bb07ff2ad26.aspx?ct=e869ab5f -c28b -4fa8 -9e73 -6e084319f8c2  

 

Sunday - October 11 ð Sacramento Area YR Bodies - 1123 J St., Sacramento  

3 Way York Rite Reception Cost: $20.00  

Dress ð Purple coat, apron & jewel Ladies ð Mid -calf length dress  

4:00 pm Social Hour  
5:00 pm Dinner  

Program to follow  

Reservations: Rich Wilson D246rich@surewest.net Phil Hardiman Philipandnancy@aol.com  

 

Tuesday - October 12 -17 ð Grand Chapter - Order of the Eastern Star ð Visalia Convention Center  
Sunday - October 18 -20 ð 25th Colorado River Fall Festival - http://www.crff.org/genlinfo.html  

Council degrees October 19th at 8:00 am  

 
Thursday ð November 12 ð Sebastopol ð 3-way Reception  

??? 

 
Friday -Sunday November 13, 14 & 15 ð Grand Council Retreat 1650 E Old Badillo, Covina  

Department  Grand Officer Planning Seminar  

 
Sunday ð November 15, 2015  

3 Way York Rite Reception ð Santa Monica  
Dress ð Purple coat, apron & jewel Ladies ð Mid -calf length dress  

 
March 11, 2016 ð Grand Officer Conference, Bakersfield. Department G.O. only  

Saturday - February 20, 2016  

3 Way York Rite Reception ð Long Beach  

 
Saturday, March 19 -22, 2016 ð 

Formal Opening of Rainbow for Girls Grand Assembly  

Dress ð I.G.M. Tux w/purple accents jewel & apron Lady ð formal dress  

Officers ð Suit, jewel & apron Ladies Mid -calf length dress  

6:30 pm Social Hour  
7:00 pm Formal Opening  

Reservations:  

 
Saturday ð March 26 - Stockton  

3 Way Reception  

Sunday ð May 22 -25, 2016 ð Doubletree Bakersfield  
Grand Sessions  

5-22 -16 SUNDAY GRAND BANQUET  

5-23 -16 MONDAY GRAND FAMILY BANQUET  

5-24 -16 TUESDAY GRAND COUNCIL  
  

mailto:gonzalez0614@gmail.com
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Masonry is important  

Companions , 

August was a great month for Cryptic Masons. On August 1 st  I had the honor to be with Most Ill. Brett 

MacDonald and other Grand Officers at Alameda Lodge for the Dispensation Ceremony for the new council in 

Northern California. Sword and Trowel Council UD is now operating and will hold their first meeting in 
September at Siminoff Lodge in Union City, Ca.  

On August 27 th  I met with Dept. 2 ADR Mark Harris, Arch 3 Inspector Carl Brickner, and several Companions 

at Pittsburg Lodge to discuss starting a council  at that location.  

This is an exciting time for Cryptic Masonry in California and we as a Craft have to embrace this as an omen 

and, hopefully, a trend of the future. Our Grand Chapter, Grand Council, and Grand Commandery need to 
coordinate our actives to expand our membership at all cost. Without the Chapter we have no Council or 

Commandery. Without the Blue Lodges we have on York Rite. So we need to band together to plan every 

aspect of the York Rite. Yes Companions, Blue Lodge is part of York Rite, the b ase, the very foundation of our 

whole Craft. WE need to help them, which will result in bolstering the York Rite.  

Contact your Dept. Grand Officer, ADR and Inspectors and put together a plan to foster relations in the 

lodges in your area. Remember that Mas onry is just as important today as any time in our history.  

Fraternally,  

Bill Price , Deputy Grand Master  

Pictures  

Dispensation of the Sword and Trowel Council ð Union City . 
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Cryptic  Masons Medical Research Foundation  

Our Charity ( Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation ) can really use your support with Dollars.  
Please send a ll donations  to me, so that I may process the proper receipts and mail all donation s to Cryptic 
Masons Medical Research Foundation  in Nashvil le, Indiana.  Please take a few minutes and think about our 
charity.  

This communication  is going to all CMMRF State Chairmen  known to Leah Jackson and me.  This 
communication contains details regarding a CMMRF Symposium scheduled to be held in Indianapoli s on Friday, 
September 25, 2015.  As your Jurisdiction's State Chairmen for CMMRF please make this known through you 
state and encourage anyone with an interest in the research sponsored by CMMRF to attend.  

Below is the information you need to publicize.  Please contact me directly with any questions or concerns.  

Thanks in advance for your support,  

Gary Wyne  
Executive Secretary,  
CMMRF 

CRYPTIC MASONS MEDICAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION ANNOUNCEMENT  

INVITATION LIST: This Symposium is not restricted to State CMMRF Chairmen or Grand Officers.  Anyone with 
an interest in the research sponsored, in part, by CMMRF is welcome and encouraged to attend.  This 
Symposium is for YOU.  

WHAT:  Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation Symposium  

WHO:  Presented by Dr. Keith March,  the Research Team at the Indiana Center for Vascular Biology and 

Medicine, and CMMRF.  

WHERE:  The Indiana Center for Vascular Biology and Medicine, on the Campus of Indiana University School of 
Medicine, Indianapolis Indiana  

WHEN:  Friday, September 25, 201 5, Morning and Afternoon  

WHY:  CMMRF received multiple requests from Cryptic Masons of the General Grand Council Family to hosts 
such an event.  

HOTEL:  Indianapolis Crown Plaza Airport  
http://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/indianapolis/indap/hoteldetail   

2501 South High School Road  
Indianapolis, IN 46241  

For Reservations Call: 317 -244 -6861  
Reservation Code: Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation.  
Rate: $119 / night  
Rate Includes:  
Å Free Airport Shuttle Service;  
Å Free Parking,  
Å Complimentary Wireless Internet Access in all Guestrooms,  
Å Complimentary local and 1 -800 access phone calls  
Å Complimentary access to on -site fitness room  
Å 2 complimentary breakfast buffet vou chers for up to 2 guests per room included with the $119 group rate.  
Å Client will receive IHG Business Reward Points. Client will receive (3) three points for every $1 spent in 

overnight guestrooms, meeting room rental and banquet food and beverage, up to 60,000 points and points 

never expire!  (requires IHG Business Rewards program enrollment).  Round trip transportation will be 
provided from the hotel to Indiana University School of Medicine.  

Fred J. ôTinyõ Potter, MIPGM 
Chairman , CMMRF (California ) 

345 O tono Ct.  

Camarillo, CA 93012 -6822  

http://www.cmmrf.org/
http://www.cmmrf.org/
http://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/indianapolis/indap/hoteldetail
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Scholarships  

Companions , your children , grandchildren , & for some, great -grandchildren  may receive financial help  for  attending 
school. After opening up Scholarship Center website, have them go to bottom of page  & find the Scholarship 
Manual in (PD F format  ð 450KB) to download . 

There they will find instructions for filling out the forms .   

This  is the link  which will take you to the public Grand Lodge web page on scholarships. All the information you 
need should be right there. Th is is a complete manual that you can download that talk  about all of the scholarships 
available from the California Masonic Foundation as wel l as the Scottish Rite , York Rite , Eastern Star , High Twelve , 
DeMolay , Jobõs Daughters, & Rainbow  for Girls .   

Cryptic Masonry  1870  

Text Book of Cryptic Masonry  (A Manual of Instructions in the Degrees of Royal Master, 
Select Master, and Super -Excellent Master ) t ogether with the ceremonies of  Installing the 
Officers, Constituting  and Dedicating a Council, and Installing the Officers of a Grand 
Council  

By Jackson H. Chase, 33 rd  

Grand Lecturer  
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State of New Y ork  

The thought is to give a little history behind the degrees.   

(Opinion) Chronical  order of the degrees  (Basically this information is from a pamphlet  received when I first 

became a companion and a Listing from the internet by Stev e Alderete.  

Lodge  

Entered Apprentice  - Apprent iceship; Fellowcraft  - educa tion of a Fellowcraft ; 
 

Royal Arch Masons  

Mark Master Mason  - Temple work of a Fellowcraft  

 

Cryptic Masons  

Select Master  - Start constructing secret vault ; 
Royal Master  - The Word deposited in secret vault  

 

Lodge  

Master  Mason  - Hiram's Death and the loss of the Word  

 

Royal Arch Masons  
Most Excellent Master  - Dedication of Solomon's temple  

 

Cryptic Masons  

Super Excellent Master  - Destruction of Solomon's temple  

 
Knight Mason  

Knight of the Sword  - Jews released from capti vity  

 

Allied Masonic Degrees  

Excellent Master  - Return to temple site  

 
Royal Arch Mason  

Royal Arch Mason  - Preparation for building of the Second Temple.  The Recovery of the Word  

 

Knight Templar  

Order of the Red Cross  - Continuing work on the Second Temple  

http://www.freemason.org/scholarshipCenter/index.htm
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Knight Mason  

Knight of the East  - Zerubbabel visits Darius  

Kt. of the East & West  - Rebuilding of Second Temple completed  

 
Our Historical Lecture of the Select Master Degree  ends with òIt was again restored to the craft, in 

whose procession, we trust, it may forever remain. ó  In 1870 it continue with the statement òThe lecture 

may end here with the charge or be continued as fo llows; ó 

There may be an inquiry in your mind what was the nature of the word that rendered the Jews so anxious to 

keep possession; how came it in their possession, and of what importa nce was it to them this part Solomon 

has allusion to when the Master's word was lost.  

Zeroaster (who flourished about 800 years before the building of the temple) in the Zendavista writes, òThere 

are names given by God himself to every nation, of unspeaka ble efficacy in the mysteries." Therefore, this 

word in the minds of the Jews was of unspeakable efficacy, reserving them as a nation and conferring upon 

them a mighty power. We find the Trojans 200 years before the building of the temple having possession  of a 

Palladium which fell from heaven, and only by its loss could their city be destroyed. The Chaldeans wore 

triangular pieces of metal, sometimes stones, on which were engraved certain characters called talismans, the 
possession of which they imagined g ave them power over the spirits and mortals.  

The principal was named Bel or Baal. In confirmation we find the Jews saying to Christ, "You cast out devils 

by the aid of Belzebub." The Hindoos have a word of such tremendous efficacy that the simple utteranc e of 

the word by a holy Brahmin would shake the paradise of Swerga to its center, convulse the earth to its 

foundation, restore the dead to life, destroy the living, transport himself where he pleased, and fill him with 
the wisdom of the gods.  

This word i s Aun or On, and belongs to the triad. The word On is Egyptian and was esteemed the most 

ancient of the gods, for Plato, who derived much information from the Egyptians, writes, "Tell me of the God 

On, which was and is and never knew beginning." They ascri be the same powers to "On" that the Jews did to 

Jehovah. But the affinity of certain words between Hindoos, Chaldeans and Egyptians is so close that we may 

presume they came from the same source. The Jews believed by the power of the name. It cured them of  evils, 
warned them of danger, restored the dead to life, brought fire from heaven, rent buildings asunder, maimed 

and destroyed their enemies, and filled them with great wisdom; the pronunciation shakes heaven and earth, 

and inspires the very angels with astonishment. The Kabbins call it "Shem Hamphorosh," the unutterable 

name. That the word inspired the possessor with great wisdom, the sacred records testify in many instances. 

The first place where we find it in its proper name is in Samuel, who was inspi red with so great wisdom as to 
be judge of the Jews. We find, also, the word had the same power when communicated. Samuel gave the word 

to Saul, and the possession filled him with wisdom and understanding far above his compeers, and, in the 

allegorical lan guage of the East, gave him another heart, and so surprised those who knew him as to make 

them exclaim,  

"Is this Saul the son of Kish?" But we find on the loss of the word he was greatly troubled and endeavored to 

regain it in various ways; at last summon ed the spirit of Samuel to give it. Samuel gave the word to David, 
and the Lord was with David from that day forward, for he says expressly, "For thy word's sake has thy 

servant known these great things." And we find David triumphing over all his enemi es by the power vested in 

him.  

When God refused David to build a temple to his name, Solomon was appointed in his stead, and tradition 

states, that on commencing the foundation he struck on a cavern in which were immense treasures of gold, 
silver and precious  stones. Believing it to be the remains of some temple built before the flood, and fearing 

that it had been in the service of idolatry, he was informed by a dream that this place had been thrice devoted 

to God. It was the place whence Enoch was translated,  where Abraham was about to offer up his son Isaac, 

and it was the place of the threshing -floor of Oman the Jebusite, where David met and appeased the 

destroying angel. The treasures were collected and used in building the temple. On exploring the lowest 

recesses of the cavern they came upon an arched vault, in which they found a white marble pillar, on which, 
encrusted with precious stones, was a delta, and on which was engraved the *** word, the possession of 

which filled him with such wisdom and understa nding that his name resounded throughout the earth, and 
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has so continued to the present day. It was this that enabled our three Grand Masters to erect such a 

magnificent structure, the like of which has not been before or since.  

The Arabians have the trad ition that the word was engraved on a seal, and gave them power over the Dives, 

Afreets, Ghouls and other evil spirits, imprisoning them and confining them at the bottom of the sea, by 

impressing on them the signet. By them it was called a talisman or conf errer of power. By the Egyptians they 
were worn as amulets or averters of danger, and are still worn at the present day. We now see by the 

inspiration it gave its possessor what struck Solomon with such consternation and anxiety on the death of 

H. \  A.\  The key was probably a triangular plate on which was engraved the Omnificent name, this being worn 

constantly on the breast, would, by lying on it continually, give a faint impression of the word; * * *. It was the 

possession of the word * * *. Having mention ed that all nations possessed a word, we will inquire how it first 

came in possession of the Jews.  

The Rabbinical  tradition is, that it was given by God to Adam, who, foreseeing the deluge, enjoined on the 

sons of Seth to preserve it for future generation s, when the flood would have swept all but Noah's family away. 

Enoch the son of Seth, while deliberating upon the best means of preserving for future generations the 

ineffable name of Deity, was favored by a mystical vision, he seemed to be transported to the top of a high 

mountain. On looking up, he discovered in the heavens a triangular plate brilliantly illuminated, on which 

appeared certain mystic characters which he received a strict injunction never to pronounce; he then 
appeared to descend to the bow els of the earth; looking beneath him he discovered the same triangle. 

Instructed by this vision he built two pillars, on which was engraven the knowledge of the antediluvian world, 

and beneath he formed a cavern, and in it he deposited the triangle on whi ch was engraved the ineffable 

word. He left a key to the name, as our Grand Masters have done, so those who had this key could pronounce 

the name. The Eastern nations have the tradition that the key left was composed of small squares joined 
together, calle d a Zuarga, which they consult at the present day, as to matters of health and business. It is 

possible that the key to the E.*. A.*. W .'. is the Zuarga of the East.  

The ineffable name was pronounced once a year by the High -Priest, amid the clang of cymba ls and sound of 

trumpets, at the Feast of Expiation. It was not lawful to pronounce it any other time.  

 

 

  



 

Sword & Trowel  September 2015 Volume 3 No. 04 Page 10 

Contact Information  

Illustrious Grand Master Cryptic Masons :  
Most Illustrious Companion,  
Brett MacDonald , KYGCH 
Grand Master Cryptic Masons of California  
(626 ) 991 -6688 ©  

Grand Recorder : 

Ken Hope  
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13  
Artesia, CA 90701 -3872  
(562) 924 -6500 (W)  
(562) 484 -1611(C)  

Editor : 

Richard E. Thor nton  
(209) 747 -9518 (C)  

Website : 

Grand York Rite of California  
 
 
Note:  Hyperlinks or links to other pages or web sites are prevalent throughout the document.   
Please notice the reference òSword and Trowel ; if you run your mouse over these names you will see òCtrl + Click to 
follow link ó.  These are valid links to York Rite information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Have you gone to our Grand Council website lately?  www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/  Do you know that there you can find 
rosters of officers, forms that you need, and a complete copy of the Officers Guide.  The Officers guide helps you plan and 
know what is expected you.  

mailto:bmacdwp@gmail.com
mailto:sec-rec@californiayorkrite.org?subject=Sword%20and%20Trowel
mailto:richard@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/bulletin.html
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
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Grand Council Cryptic Masons Officers  

We, Grand Council of Cryptic Masons  Grand Officers , are here to assist you, we are here to  help . 

 

15 5 th  MOST ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND MASTER  

Brett A. MacDonald , KYGCH  &  Donna  

Shekinah Council No. 35  C.M.  

 

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER  
William E. Price & Janet  

California Council No. 2 C.M.  

GRAND PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR OF THE WORK  
Lee P. Whelan & Teresa  

Riverside Council No. 59 C.M.  

GRAND TREASURER  

Robert A. L. Whitfield, MIPGM & Jeanne  

Oakland Council No. 12  C.M.   
 

GRAND RECORDER  

Kenneth G. Hope , HMIPGM &  Sonny  

Shekinah Council No. 35 C.M.   
 

GRAND DIRECTOR OF RITUAL  

David L. Chesebro, MIPGM & Sarah  

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38  C.M.   
 

GRAND CHAPLAIN  (North)  

Richard E. Thornton & Cara  

Stockton Council No. 10  C.M.  
 

GRAND CHAPLAIN  (South)  
Mark A. Quinto & Trudy  

San Diego Council No. 23  C.M.  

 

GRAND CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD  
William S. Dann & Anne  

Pacific Council No. 37 C.M.  

 

GRAND CONDUCTOR OF THE COUNCIL   

Eduardo Estrada & Natasha  

Omega Council No. 11 C.M.   
 

GRAND STEWARD  

Robert A. Morrison  & Pauline  

Shasta Council No. 6  C.M.  
 

GRAND SENTINEL  

Peter G. Champion & Jan  

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38  C.M.  
 

GRAND ORATOR  

James M. Sunseri  

Orange County Council No. 14  C.M.  
 

GRAND MARSHAL  (North)  

Clive Moss  & Betsy  

Modesto Council No. 61  C.M.  
 

GRAND MARSHAL  (South)  

Paul A. Clark  & Cindy  

Pomona Council No. 21  C.M.  
 

GRAND SOLOIST  

K. Mark Harris  
Oakland Council No. 12 C.M.   

 

GRAND MUSICIAN  

Roderick E. Betham  
Marysville Council No. 3  C.M.  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bmacdwp@gmail.com
mailto:bmacdwp@gmail.com?subject=nc46billprice@aol.com
mailto:whelanelectric@hotmail.com
mailto:callbob1@gmail.com
mailto:sec-rec@californiayorkrite.org?subject=Sword%20and%20Trowel
mailto:dlchesebro@gmail.com
mailto:richard@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:mkquintojr@ahoo.com
mailto:bdann@nrmcorp.com
mailto:bdann@nrmcorp.com
mailto:bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net
mailto:champion@masonictrivia.com
mailto:jimsunseri@verizon.net
mailto:clive.moss@yahoo.com
mailto:steward_lvx@hotmail.com
mailto:songmaster1@mac.com
mailto:rbetham@earthlink.net
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